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Over the years, astronomers ( K 3L%#%¢) have come up with several theories which attempt to
explain how the Earth ended up with the mysterious Moon as neighbor. One hypothesis ({i&i), for
instance, called a “daughter theory ” | claims that the Moon was once part of the Earth but separated
from it, like a giant dewdrop, some five million years ago, when the planet was still molten. The
“sister theory” suggests that the Moon was formed in the same cloud of pre-planetary matter with the
Earth. The so-called “boyfriend theory” claims that the Moon was an independently-formed planet,
captured by the Earth’s gravity. But all these theories are unsatisfactory because they seem incapable of
the Moon’s size, its orbital characteristics and, most importantly, its chemical make-up. The Moon is
very large compared to the size of the planet (the Earth) it orbits. Its density, about three times that
of water, is much less than that of any of the planets. Its chemical composition, revealed by the
samples from the Apollo and Luna missions, is considerably different from that of the Earth.

Astronomers have recently developed a model which seems to explain all these mysteries ( HHEL) «



the so-called “single impact” hypothesis. Their computer simulation shows the Moon could have been
formed as a result of a single, giant collision between a large body (somewhat bigger than Mars) and
the early Earth. According to this theory, both the Earth and the planet-sized giant rock had already
solidified and differentiated into a metallic core surrounded by a mineral coat ( mostly silicate fif: i
#h). Following the collision, which occurred about four and a half billion years ago at the huge
velocity of five kilometers per second, the shattered giant rock then spread out in Space. Its iron core
separated from the silicate coat and, about four hours after the initial encounter, fell down onto the
Earth’s surface. At the same time, the rest of the scattered fragments from the collision went to Earth
orbit. About twenty-four hours later, this matter became a closely gathered group by gravitational

attraction and formed the Moon. Our satellite was thus born as the result of a game of cosmic snooker!

According to the selection, some scientists seem to believe that
A. they have finally solved one of the most curious astronomical puzzles
B

. the Moon is a natural satellite of the Earth

o

the spacemen would land on the Moon

D. the Moon revolves around the Earth
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No woman can be too rich or too thin. This saying often attributed to the late Duchess (/3 BF R
A.) of Windsor embodies much of the odd spirit of our times. Being thin is deemed as such a virtue.

The problem with such a view is that some people actually attempt to live by it. I myself have
fantasies of slipping into narrow designer clothes. Consequently, I have been on a diet for the better-or
worse-part of my life. Being rich wouldn’t be bad either, but that won’t happen unless an unknown

relative dies suddenly in some distant land, leaving me millions of dollars.

According to the passage, being thin

A. is considered as heauty B. grows out of health concerns

C. needs exercise and a balanced diet  D. is pure vainglory (HEZ€)
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The United States is said to have a mixed economy because privately owned business and
government both play important roles. Indeed, some of the most enduring debates of American
economic history focus on the relative roles of the public and private sectors.

The American free enterprise system emphasizes private ownership. Private businesses produce
most goods and services, and almost two-thirds of the nation’s total economic output goes to individuals
for personal use (the remaining one-third is bought by government and business). The consumer role
is so great, in fact, that the nation is sometimes characterized as having a “consumer economy” .

This emphasis on private ownership arises, in part, from American beliefs about personal
freedom. From the time the nation was created, Americans have feared excessive government power,
and they have sought to limit government’s authority over individuals — including its role in the
economic realm. In addition, Americans generally believe that an economy characterized by private
ownership is likely to operate more efficiently than one with substantial government ownership.

When economic forces are unfettered, Americans believe, supply and demand determine the
prices of goods and services. Prices, in turn, tell businesses what to produce; if people want more of
a particular goods than the economy is producing, the price of the goods rises. That catches the
attention of new or other companies that, sensing an opportunity to earn profits, start producing more of
that goods. On the other hand, if people want less of the goods, prices fall and less competitive
producers either go out of business or start producing different goods.

There are limits to free enterprise, however. Americans have always believed that some services
are better performed by public rather than private enterprise. For instance, in the United States,
government is primarily responsible for the administration of justice, education, the road system, and
national defense.

In this mixed economy, individuals can help guide the economy not only through the choices they
make as consumers but through the votes they cast for officials who shape economic policy. In recent
years, consumers have voiced concerns about product safety, environmental threats posed by certain
industrial practices, and potential health risks citizens may face; government has responded by creating

agencies to protect consumer interests and promote the general public welfare.

1. In Line 1, Paragraph 4, the expression “economic forces are unfettered” means %
A. prices are determined by consumers
B. supply and demand are allowed to operate freely

C. economic regulations are not enforced



D. the economy is growing
2. The last paragraph tells us that "
A. a mixed economy is guided by both individual citizens and the government

B. the role of the government in a mixed economy is more important than that of the consumer

C. individual Americans can influence the economy in multiple ways
D. the government does not regard the concerns of individual citizens
3. According to the text, the U. S. is sometimes called a “consumer economy” because i
A. most goods and services are produced by consumers
B. privately owned business plays a major role in the economy

C. individual consumption plays a major role in the economy

3
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D. consumers’ rights are very important in the U. S.
4. This text is mainly about
A. how average Americans view their economic system
B. the role of the government in the American economy
C. how supply and demand determine prices in the American economy
D. the roles of the public and private sectors in the American economy
5. From the first sentence of the third paragraph, we learn that )
A. American political beliefs have influenced its economic system
B. Americans fear excessive governmental control of the economy
C. private ownership is important because of American beliefs in personal freedom
D. personal freedom is the basis for private ownership in the U. S.
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\;] " In addition, Americans generally believe that an economy characterized by private
ownership is likely to operate more efficiently than one with substantial government

ownership.

F{ka3t: ... Americans generally believe ...
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th In this mixed economy, individuals can help guide the economy not only through the
choices they make as consumers but through the votes they cast for officials who shape
economic policy.

E@A: ...individuals can help guide the economy...
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;3‘ In recent years, consumers have voiced concerns about product safety, environmental

threats posed by certain industrial practices, and potential health risks citizens may

face ; government has responded by creating agencies to protect consumer interests and

promote the general public welfare.

F1{kE35: ...consumers have voiced concerns about product safety, environmental threats... and
potential health risks; government has responded to protect consumer interests and promote the general
public welfare.
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Competitors complain that Microsoft’s recent settlement of their antitrust case with the federal

3

government will do little to protect them or consumers from the software giant’s monopoly power. But .

they hold out hope that state attorney generals could make the deal more restrictive. “My guess is that
all Bill Gates could do was to suppress a big grin when he held his press conference this morning,”
said Mitchell Kertzman, chief executive of Liberate Technologies, a rival provider of software for
interactive TV. “This settlement doesn’t come close to matching the scope of the violations of antitrust
law that Microsoft has been convicted of,” he added. “It was an inexplicably bad deal for the
government. ”

Microsoft and the Justice Department presented the settlement to a federal judge this Friday,
saying it would end the antitrust case in a way that would help the sagging economy. U.S. District
Judge Colleen Kollar — Kotelly agreed to review it and gave the 18 states involved in the case until
Tuesday to decide whether to accept the plan.

Several competitors called on the state attorney generals to insist on making changes to the

settlement. Sun Microsystems’ generl counsel, Michael Morris, said the Justice Department was
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