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Truly, with so much hate in my heart,
I did feel terrible.

B, ROPEHTHIR, ERE A
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Chapter 1: The Red Room

e couldn't go outside at all on that cold, rainy afternoon. The rain was
Wpouring down, and the wind was blowing hard. I didn't care, I was happy
to stay indoors. Trying to take long walks in the winter was terrible! It was supposed
to be healthy for our bodies, but I hated coming home in the dark with my feet and
hands as cold as ice. And I was always unhappy because Bessie, one of the servants,
was always scolding me. I had always known that I was different from my cousins,
John, Eliza, and Georgiana Reed. They were prettier and taller than I, and everyone
loved them.

These three children were not very nice to other people or to each other. Usually
they spent their time fighting and crying with each other. However, today they were
with their mother in the sitting room, sitting quietly and talking in front of the warm
fire. I wanted to join them, but Mrs. Reed, my aunt, said 1 could not. She was angry
with me because Bessie had told her I was being troublesome.

"No, I'm sorry, Jane," she said, looking at me as if I was a rat on the floor. "Until I
know that you are really irying to be good and quiet, I will not treat you like one of my
children. They are good!

"What did Bessie tell you? What have [ done?" I asked.

"Jane Eyre, do not ask me any more questions. You must do what you are told. If
you cannot speak nicely and obey me, then be quiet!"

After she left me I went into the little room next door. I got a picture book from the
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shelf and climbed on to the window seat, closing the curtains around me. Now no one
could find me. I stared out the window at the cold, gray November day. The rain fell
hard on the garden, which had no leaves or flowers. Then I looked at the picture book.
I was inside a world of imagination. For a while, I forgot my sad, lonely life and felt a
little happier. I was only afraid that the Reed children might find me. Because they
were cruel to me, I tried to talk to them as little as I could.

Suddenly the door opened, John Reed ran in.

"Where are you, you little rat?" he said. He did not see my hiding place."Eliza!

LN

Georgy! Jane is not here! Tell Mamma she's gone outside—what a bad girl she is!

"How lucky I drew the curtain!" I thought. I knew he would never find me, be—
cause he was very stupid. But his sister Eliza was not stupid, and she knew exactly
where [ was.

"She's in the window seat, John!" she said. Immediately | came out, because I did
not want them to be angry with me."What do you want?" I asked him.

"Say, what would you like, Master Reed?" he said, sitting in a comfortable chair.
"l want you to come here."

John Reed was fourteen, and I was only ten. He was large, ugly, and fat. He often
ate too much at meals, which made him look like a pig. Usually he was away at school,
but his mother had made him come home for a while, because she thought his health
was not good. He did not have anything to do but fight with his sisters, get into trouble
with Bessie, and treat me badly.

John did not love his mother or his sisters, and he hated me. He was always cruel
to me. Sometimes he hit me, and sometimes he just threatened me. But 1 was always
afraid when he was near. I did not know how to make him treat me well. The servants
did not want to make him angry, so they did whatever he wanted. Mrs. Reed, his moth—

er, loved him too much and thought he never did anything wrong.
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While I walked over to John I thought about how ugly he was. I think he knew
what I was thinking, because he suddenly hit me hard on the face.
"That is for your rudeness to Mamma just now." he said, "and for hiding, and for

looking at me like that, you dirty little rat! " I was too afraid of John to hit him back.

"Now, what were you doing behind that curtain?" he asked.

"T was reading," I answered softly.

"Give me the book." I gave it to him.

"You can't touch these books! " he said. "You have no money, because your fa—
ther gave you nothing when he died. You're nothing but a poor street rat. You ought to
beg in the city, not live here with a gentleman's family. Anyway, all these books are
mine, and so is the whole house! I'll teach you not to touch my things again! " Before 1

could run away, he lifted the heavy book and threw it hard at me.

It hit me and 1 fell, cutting my head on the door. 1 was in great pain, and suddenly
for the first time in my life, I was so angry that forgot my fear of John Reed.

"You awful, eruel boy!" 1 shouted at him. "Why did you hit me? I haven't done
anything to you. You don't even read those books, anyway. You are nothing but a
stupid pig! You are as bad as a murderer!"

"What! What!" he screamed. "How dare you say these things to me? Do you hear
this, sisters? I'll tell Mamma, but first..."

He ran to attack me, but now he was fighting with an angry girl. In those moments
I really thought he was as bad as a murderer. I felt the blood running down my face,
and the pain gave me strength. I fought him as hard as I could, kicking and biting. My
strength surprised him, and he shouted for help. His sisters ran and told their mother.
She called Bessie and Miss Abbott, her maid. They pulled us apart and I heard them

say., "what a wild little animal! She attacked Master John!"
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