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Dear Prof Xiong,

I am writing to ask for your assistance to host the Conference on Heritage
Maintenance for Endangered Languages in Yunnan, CHINA at your universi-
ty from 10" — 13" June 2010, in co — operation with our university.

As you know, La Trobe University and Yuxi Normal University have a
long established exchange agreement, and have been co — operating in re-
search for many years. Several previous conferences on this topic were held
at your university; we are very grateful for your assistance in the past. Each
of these conferences produced an edited book, and we hope that this confer-
ence will again produce a book, as well as practical outcomes to benefit the
maintenance of minority Ianguageé in China.

The co — ordinator of the conference from our university is Prof. David
Bradley of the Linguistics Programme, with assistance from Dr. Maya Brad-
ley, and they will also participate in the conference. The co — ordinator of
the conference for your university is Prof Bai Bibo, with assistance from Prof
Xu Xianming. Funding for the conference is available from the Australian
Research Council Discovery grant to Prof Bradley.

Please accept my warm thanks for your long — term co — operation, and

the hope that this co — operation will long continue.

Yours sincerely
TG

Prof Tim Brown
Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research)
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Opening Address

Respected Leaders, Scholars and Guests

Good morning, everyone!

The Third International Conference on Heritage Maintenance for Endan-
gered Languages in Yunnan, CHINA, co — sponsored by Yuxi Normal Uni-
versity and La Trobe University, Australia, opens now! On behalf of Yuxi
Normal University 1 hereby warmly welcome you all, scholars and experts
from home and abroad afar!

This conference is a continuation of our university and La Trobe Univer-
sity since we signed our first term MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
to build a base for endangered languages in Yunnan China since 2000.
Thereafter we both jointly held the First and Second Conferences on Heritage
Maintenance for Endangered Languages in Yunnan, CHINA in 2005 and
2006 in Yuxi Normal University. Now at this conference we attempt to focus
on the themes to Preserve Endangered Languages and Maintain Linguistic
and Cultural Diversity, to study language endangerment of the Yunnan na-
tionalities we are facing, discuss measures to preserve them and a possible u-
nification of a Common Akha Writing as well as exchange our experiences in
our individual research fields.

Language endangerment is not new to the human society. It has taken
place since ancient times. Many languages existed and disappeared quickly
for many reasons. Many events were ignored, and many people were indif-
ferent to this phenomenon in the process of the human civilization. It is thus
a definite and inevitable awareness for the humanity to recognize the matter
of the language endangerment for language is an essential base of our cul-

tures, and inseparable part. A loss of a language is a great loss of the human
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heritage and wisdom. Any Language is considered an intangible heritage and
should be cared and cherished. Especially in this globally economic society,
language endangerment causes common issues of the ethno — linguistic group
identity, and our heritage maintenance and transmission, and ecology pro-
tection. It is a matter beyond linguistics, but a significant theme of the 21st
century for the human society.

Under the developing situation of the globalization and urbanization in
economy, language still retains a primary embodiment and expression of cul-
tural diversity. Nevertheless, language functions and domains have been
changed and unbalanced. Some languages have been shifted and disap-
peared. Language endangerment has become an issue of the global develop-
ment. As early as in 2003, or even long before that, the Document submit-
ted to the International Expert Meeting on UNESCO Programme Safeguarding
of Endangered Languages put forward: Language diversity is essential to the
human heritage. Each language embodies the unique cultural wisdom of a
people. The loss of any language is thus a loss for all humanity. Though ap-
proximately six thousand languages still exist, many are under threat. There
is an imperative need for language documentation, new policy initiatives,
and new materials to enhance the vitality of these languages. The cooperative
efforts of language communities, language professionals, NGOs and govern-
ments will be indispensable in countering this threat. There is a pressing
need to build support for language communities in their efforts to establish
meaningful new roles for their endangered languages.

As we have known, at the present situation, most minority languages in
Yunnan are encountering endangerment to some degrees according to the as-
sessing factors and degrees of the language endangerment; 9 factors and mul-
tiple 6 grades from 5 to 0. These languages are used in limited domains, lost
social functions, lost their using ground, absolute population using a certain
language decreased, younger generation become semi speakers, or do not

learn mother language at home and communities. Therefore language docu-
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mentation is pressingly needed. The world faces new challenges in keeping
its languages alive and well. It is time for the peoples of the world to pool
their resources and build on the strengths of their linguistic and cultural di-
versity. This entails pooling the resources at all levels: individual language
specialists, local speaker community, NGOs, and governmental and institu-
tional organizations.

Yuxi Normal University, as a university of the people, has been en-
deavoring in this field since it hosted the First Short Term Training Class for
Hani Teachers at the English Language Department in March, 2001. It
sponsored the same kind training classes in 2003, 2006, 2010 in the Hani
Communities in Luchun County. Our two universities held the two confer-
ences in 2005 and 2006 mentioned above and produced 2 volumes of the ac-
ademic papers. Our two universities had signed the Meichong Hani Village
in Luohe Yi Nationality Swb — district and Shanglingxiu Yi Village in Feng-
huang Road Administrative Sub — district in Hongta District as our research
bases, which encourage the local communities to maintain their language
heritage. These are our academic products collaborated hand in hand.

The purposes of the third conference are to explore linguistics theories
linguistic situation, methods and practice of maintaining intangible heritages
of the Yunnan minority nationalities, CHINA, and cross border language and
orthography with the hope of language heritage maintenance, promoting lin-
guistic and ethnic harmony. This conference has accepted over 30 academic
papers contributed by scholars from Australia, America, Thailand, Burma
and China. About 70 scholars and linguists are present at this conference.

Now I hereby would like to quote an American Indian, a Navajo elder
saying to conclude my speech :

If you dont breathe,

there is no air.

If you dont walk,

there is no earth.
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If you dont speak,
there is no world.
We wish that every language speaks its unique world. Finally, I wish a

successful Conference! Thank you very much!

Xiong Shuxin



