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Preface

The study of Japan’ s mass communication developed in the postwar period in ac-
cordance with the changes of Japanese society. After a long time of academic accumu-
lation and paradigm shifts, mass communication studies in Japan has formed aca-
demic systems of Japanese features. In introducing mass communication theories
from the West (especially from the U. S) and localizing the theories for the wel-
fare of Japanese society, Japan has achieved great success. Many Japanese
models, independent on the European and American ones, have been established,
and gained unique positions in international communication studies. Such changes
—{rom passivity to activity, and from introduction to development made a model
for other countries in which communication studies are developing. This book
aims to delineate the transformation of Japanese mass communication research in
the past half century, and to explore the root of Japanese mass communication
studies in local society. Hopefully these discussions will provide inspirations for
the development of communication studies in China.

The strong interest in academic history has long existed in Chinese academia.
Against this background, and grounded on practical interests, this book provides the
necessary research of the trajectory of Japanese mass communication studies after
war. In this book, I review researches in history, and refer to materials from Chi-
na, Japan, and English. Based on this I determine the idea, define the concepts,
and clarify the content and methods of my study. Literature analysis, quantitative
analysis, case studies and other methods are applied to my thesis. My analyses of
the major achievements, the representative figures, and academic schools in Ja-

pan’ s postwar communication are framed under the logic assumption that Japa-
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nese communication rooted in Japanese real society.

In the framework mentioned above, 1 emphasize the social factors in the for-
mation of the mass communications research system in Japan. In the ideological
field, the development of printed media in Meiji period made a positive contribu-
tion to the Enlightenment of Japanese society. Meanwhile. the situation of
socio— historical momentums in Japan determined that pre— war Germany studies
became Japanese national school. Also, the post— war influx of American culture
has far— reaching impacts on the formation of academic tradition of humanities
and social sciences in postwar Japan. In addition, the Japanese characteristics —
such as diligence, receptivity, and the capability of integrating foreign elements
into local situations—are also reflected by the evolvement of Japanese mass com-
munication studies,

Given the significance of historical context in understanding Japanese Mass
Communication, this book provides a systematic review of the development of
Japanese Mass Communication study. Unfolding the picture in four stages, the
review sheds lights on the four important schools: Environmental School.
Marxist School, American School, and School of Social Information. The repre-
sentative scholars, academic features. and academic achievement of these four
schools are remunerates in turn. As the crystallization of Japanese scholars’ effort
of absorbing European and American studies. these academic schools had both
Western origins and Japanese characteristics. thereby reflecting many historical
features in the developing Japanese society.

Departing from historical analysis, this book further scrutinizes how
historical vicissitudes imprinted national features on the academics theories of
Japanese mass communication studies. The influence of social factors on the
major research directions — mass society theory, social psychological and the
Marxist— are subject to discussion. The three directions reflect the features of
Japanese post— war social sciences studies. Holding different worldview, the Jap-
anese scholars explained the phenomena of domestic society from various angles,
but these ramifications were invariably rooted in Japan’ s social and cultural tra-
ditions.

An important feature of mass communication research in Japan is to use the
theory to explain the phenomenon of Japanese society. This will be illustrated in

the case studies in an important and unique field of Japanese mass communication



studies: disaster informatics. The disaster informatics, as a marriage of Euro—
American theories and Japanese social issues, uses quantitative methods to solve
the problem of Japanese society.

In summary, this book provides a relatively comprehensive and in — depth
picture of Japanese mass communication studies in the postwar period. The
down —1to— earth practices in Japanese mass communication academic traditions
will provide useful insights for the Chinese academia, which still has a long way
to go before catching the pace of Chinese social changes. On the other hand, when
summarizing the characteristics of Japanese mass communication research, I also
point out some problems. The deficiencies in Japanese mass communication devel-
opment should be taken as lessons for Chinese mass communication studies, and

served as building blocks in the Chinese path of development.
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