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| Sparkling lines

I have found the best way to give advice to your children is to find out what they

want and then advise them to do it.
AMaySbemcemchhMmbmeth@mﬂzeoneswhomﬂchameWWhome

—PhyllstzIIer
i T
Listening activity

Key words: shun, alms-house, abode, disreputable, sage

Choose the best answer to each of the following questions as you listen to the passage.

1. What should be the proper attitude towards life according to the author?
a. Not clear. b. To evade miserable things in life.
c. To agreeably welcome everything in life d. To put a curse on life.
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2. Who would be more likely to look poor?

a. The man who has no property. b. The millionnaire.

c. The fault-finder. d. The man who has no faith in life.
3. What does “rich man’s abode” refer to in this passage?

a. The alms-house for the poor. b. Wealthy people’s house.

c. Social circle for the rich. d. Aiding institute for the poor.

4. What kind of people could be described as “a quiet mind”?
a. The man who doesn’t like to live in a noisy environment.
b. The man who gets lost in the complicated society.
c. The man who is content with his life though not wealthy.
d. The man who shuns the reality of his life.
5. Why does the author say “Cultivate poverty like a garden herb, like sage™?
a. He has no intention and just makes language vivid.
b. He wants to emphasize the importance of enduring a poor situation.
c. He wants to tell us it should take long time to sharpen your abilities for getting rid of
poverty.
d. He wants to advise people to keep cheering and noble thought whatever they are
confronting.

A Letter to My Son

1. “A father is a banker provided by nature.”—French Proverb

“One father is more than one hundred schoolmasters.”—English Proverb

What role does a father play in a child’s life?

2. Have you ever read Fulei’s Family Letters ({f§85%13)) 2 Do you think writing
letters is an effective way to communicate between parents and children?
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Dear Seth,
1 You’re only three years old, and at this point in your life you can’t read, much less

understand what I'm going to try to tell you in this letter. But I've been thinking a lot
about the life that you have ahead of you, about my life so far as I reflect on what I’ve
learned, and about my role as a dad in trying to prepare you for the trials that you will face
in the coming years.

2 You won’t be able to understand this letter today, but someday, when you’re ready, I hope
you will find some wisdom and value in what I share with you.

3 You are young, and life has yet to take its toll on you, to throw disappointment and
heartaches and loneliness and struggles and pain into your path. You have not been worn
down yet by long hours of thankless work, by the slings and arrow of everyday life.

4 For this, be thankful. You are at a wonderful stage of life. You have many wonderful stages
of life still to come, but they are not without their costs and perils.

5 I hope to help you along your path by sharing some of the best of what I’ve learned. As
with any advice, take it with a grain of salt. What works for me might not work for you.

6 Life can be Cruel. There will be people in your life who won’t be very nice. They’ll tease
you because you’re different, or for no good reason. They might try to bully you or hurt
you. There’s not much you can do about these people except to learn to deal with them,
and learn to choose friends who are kind to you, who actually care about you, who make
you feel good about yourself. When you find friends like this, hold on to them, treasure
them, spend time with them, be kind to them, love them.

7 There will be times when you are met with disappointment instead of success. Life won’t
always turn out the way you want. This is just another thing you’ll have to learn to deal
with. But instead of letting these things get you down, push on. Accept disappointment and
learn to persevere, to pursue your dreams despite pitfalls. Learn to turn negatives into
positives, and you’ll do much better in life.

8 You will also face heartbreak and abandonment by those you love. I hope you don’t have
to face this too much, but it happens. Again, not much you can do but to heal, and to move
on with your life. Let these pains become stepping stones to better things in life, and learn
to use them to make you stronger.

9 But be open to life anyway. You’ll find cruelty and suffering in your journey through life,
but don’t let that close you to new things. Don’t retreat from life, don’t hide or wall
yourself off. You might get teased and bullied and hurt by people you meet and then after

3
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meeting dozens of jerks, find a true friend. If you close yourself off to new people, and
don’t open your heart to them, you’ll avoid pain... but also lose out on meeting some
incredible people, who will be there during the toughest times of your life and create some
of the best times of your life. Yon will fail many times but if you allow that to stop you
from trying, you will miss out on the amazing feeling of success once you reach new
heights with your accomplishments. Failure is a stepping stone to success.
Life isn’t a competition. It’s a journey. If you spend that journey always trying to impress
others, to outdo others, you’re wasting your journey. Instead, learn to enjoy the journey.
Make it a journey of happiness, of constant learning, of continual improvement, of love.
Don’t worry about having a nicer car or house or anything material, or even a
better-paying job. None of that matters a whit, and none of it will make you happier. You’ll
acquire these things and then only want more. Instead, learn to be satisfied with having
enough—and then use the time you would have wasted trying to earn money to buy
those things and use that time doing things you love. Find your passion, and pursue it
doggedly. Don’t settle for a job that pays the bills. Life is too short to waste on a job you
hate.
Love should be your rule. If there’s a single word you should live your life by, it should
be this: Love. It might sound corny, but trust me, there’s no better rule in life. Love your
spouse, your children, your parents, your friends, with all of your heart. Give to them what
they need, and show them not cruelty nor disapproval nor coldness nor disappointment,
but only love. Open your soul to them. Love not only your loved ones, but your neighbors,
your coworkers, strangers and your brothers and sisters in humanity. Offer anyone you
meet a smile, a kind word, a kind gesture, a helping hand. Love not only neighbors and
strangers but your enemy. The person who is cruelest to you, who has been unkind to
you... love him. He is a tortured soul, and most in need of your love. And most of all, love
yourself. While others may criticize you, learn not to be so hard on yourself, to think that
you’re ugly or dumb or unworthy of love but to think instead that you are a wonderful
human being worthy of happiness and love and learn to love yourself for who you are.
Finally, know that I love you and always will. You are starting out on a weird, scary, daunting,
but ultimately incredibly wonderful journey, and I will be there for you when I can.
Love,
Your Dad

996 words



reflect
trial

take its toll
heartache

sling

peril
bully
pitfall

heartbreak
heal
retreat

jerk
incredible
whit
pursue

dogged
corny

spouse
weird

daunting

ultimately

[ri'flekt]
['traiol]

['hasteik]

[slin]

['peril]
['buli]
['pitfa:l]

['ha:tbre1k]
[hi:l]
[ri'trit]

[dzeik]
[in'kredabl]
[hwrtwit]
[po'sjui]

['do:g1d]
['komi]

[spauz]
[wiad]
[domtin]

['Altom1tli]

s

adj.

adj.
adj.

adj.
adj.

adv.

to think carefully and deeply about sth.
an experience or a person than causes
difficulties for sb.

to have a bad effect on sb./sth.

a strong feeling of sadness or worry
wear down to make sb. weaker or less
determined especially

a device consisting of a band, ropes, etc.
for holding and lifting heavy objects

sth. that causes danger

to frighten or hurt a weaker person

a danger or difficulty, especially one that
is hidden or not obvious at first

a strong feeling of sadness or worry

to put an end to sth. or make sth. easier to bear
to change your mind about sth. because
of criticism or because a situation has
become too difficult

a sudden quick sharp movement
impossible or very difficulty to believe

a very small amount

to do sth. or try to achieve sth. over a
period of time

showing determination(adv. doggedly)
used too often to be interesting or to
sound sincere

a husband or wife

unusual or different

making sb. feel nervous and less
confident about doing sth.

in the end; finally
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Ideas of love in the Bible.

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. (Exodus 20:16)

Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbor, neither rob him: the wages of him that is hired.
(Leviticus 19:13)

Love thy neighbor as thyself. (Leviticus 19:18)

Look out for your neighbor’s animals and protect them from harm. (Deuteronomy
22:1—4)

Help your neighbor, if you can. (Proverbs 3:28)

Be kind to strangers, widows, and fatherless children. (Exodus 22:21—22)

Don’t mistreat strangers. (Exodus 23:9)

Be kind to strangers. (Leviticus 19:33—34)

Love ye therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.
(Deuteronomy 10:19)

Be kind to widows, orphans, fatherless children and strangers. Share whatever you
have with them. (Deuteronomy 24:17—21)

Be kind to your enemies. Do good to those who hate you. 23:4—5

If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to
drink. (Proverbs 25:21)

References:

http:/skepticsannotatedbible.com/good/long.html

‘l‘ext couipiehension

L Identify the genre and the content of writing.

1. Which of the following most accurately describes the genre of the text?
a. an argumentative essay b. an epistolary essay
¢. an expository article d. a scientific report
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2. Choose the best statement below of the main point of the text.
a. The son is starting out on a weird, scary, daunting, but ultimately incredibly wonderful
journey.
b. Love should be your rule.
c. You’ll find cruelty and suffering in your journey through life.
d. The son will find some wisdom and value in what the father shares with him.

1. Indicate, according to the text, whether the following statements are true or false.

1. The purpose of the essay is to share with the son what a father has learned about
life.

2. Although life has thrown disappointments and heartaches and loneliness and struggles
and pain into your path, you have to be thankful for this because the wonderful stages of
your life would not come without perils and costs.

3. The author suggests his son take his advice with due consideration because what works
for him might not work for others.

4. We do not need to learn how to deal with those who bully or hurt you for no good reason.
We just need to learn to choose friends who are kind to you.

5. If you want to avoid pain, please close yourself off to new people, and don’t open your
heart to them.

II1. Answer the following questions.

1. The author’s son is only three years old who can not read yet. Why do you think
the father writes a letter to the little boy now instead of holding it until he grows
up?

2. What attitude should we hold towards the setbacks in our life?

3. There always are some people who are not so nice to you. When someone teases or hurts
you, what should you do?

4. Why is it necessary for us to be open to life?

5. Do you agree with the father’s opinion “Life is not a competition. It’s a journey”?
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1. Fill in the blank in each sentence with a word or phrase from the box in its

appropriate form.

' reﬂect ﬂTaully il pltfall he;iv ol P retreat
k peril whit pursue daunting ultimately
1. Those who care not a for the social, political or moral aspects of literature

8

will never really understand it.
2. The couples with children are expected to embrace the roles of parenthood
and absorb the impact of a baby’s entrance into the marriage

3. His rashness led to his ruin

4. We should all give ourselves time to befor making important decisions.

5. These birds are able to survive the of the Arctic winter.

6. I believe that people should live in houses that allow them to form the harsh
realities of life.

7. Therapies like acupuncture do work and many people have been by them.

8. One major of proprietary software is that only the owner of the copyright can

maintain or modify it.

11. Choose a word or phrase that best completes the following sentences.

1. She spends the whole winter on his proposal.
a. reflecting b. reflating c. reflexing d. refreshing
2. If you don’t do the things you should do, you would take a on your life.
a. toleration b. toll c. tone d. tale
3. Before the final examination, some students are even worn by the pressure
from both parents and teachers.
a. out b. down c. away d. off
4. The ancient soldiers invented to attack the enemy.
a. slip b. slime c. slings d. stones
5. Despite of any drawbacks, can be a kind of motivation which encourages



