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The New Name Card of the Cultural City

Hangzhou is a beautiful city. The West Lake is surrounded by mountains on three sides and faces the city on one side Many visitors are fascinated by the pleasant
view surrounding the West Lake; many poets left endless reveries and dreams over thousands of years.

Hangzhou city has experienced earth-shaking changes since the reform and opening-up policy, along with Hangzhou municipal government's carrying out the
comprehensive protection project for West Lake, the construction project of Xixi National Wetland Park, the modiTcation works of Hangzhou back alley and the
road reconstruction project of Hangzhou main urban zone,. Especially in the 21st century, in June 2011, the 35th World Heritage Convention discussed and passed the
resolution that Hangzhou West Lake was included in the world cultural heritage list.

City is a colorful space. Besides the infrastructure of urban area, there are also humanistic spirit and the cultural inheritance inside it. This kind of psychogenic image
is rooted in each city's unique geographical location, particular natural and folklore characteristics. Urban sculpture is right the carrier of this kind of cultural gene. As
a well-known historical and cultural city, Hangzhou has aftuent cultural heritages such as the sixteen statues arhats of the Five Dynasties’in Yanxia cave, the statues
of Yuan dynasty on Klippe etc...At the beginning of the 20th Century, modern urban sculptures started to appear in the lakeside area with the lake and hills as their
background, which becomes the major feature of Hangzhou sculptures. From“ChenYingshi Martyrs Monument”, the Trst of its kind, established at Hubin in 1929; the
“Jan.28 eighty-eighth army’s Songhu battle memorial tower” set up Tve years later ,the “ statues of volunteers” at Hubin, the “statue of Liu Yingjun” in the park of
Orioles Singing in the Willows, the statues of “a herd of deer” and “Message with a feather attached as a sign of urgency” in Gushan Mountain after the establishment
of PR China, to the statues of “Qiujin” and “luxun” completed in the early period of the reform and opening up, all these sculptures embellish the charming scene of
the famous lake.

By the 9o's in the 20th century, Hangzhou has formed the rudiment of city humanity sculptures surrounded the West Lake which started from the Hubin area. The
spring breeze of the reform and opening-up policy inspired the city cultural construction to start to focus on demotic diversiTed spiritual needs. In the scenic region and
the urban area, the need of humanity taste has urged the cultural carrier—urban sculpture starts to play an important role. At the same time, Hangzhou Garden Cultural
Relics Bureau founded the Hangzhou city sculpture studio ( Hangzhou Sculpture Academy), which created many excellent scenic spot sculptures, such as “the statue
of dreaming tiger” in the Hupao Valley Park, “the statue of revival” in the Botanic Garden, “the statue of tower nursery” in the Garden etc...This perfect fusion of
humanistic spirit and natural scene has connected the scene area and urban new life with art. Furthermore, Hangzhou Sculpture Academy has created many sculptures in
different styles and themes in the urban area, including the “Thematic Sculpture—~Music Fountain “ on Wulin Square, the “Ornamental Sculptures” at the head of Qingtai
overpass,the “Relaxation Sculptures” near the Zhonghe river. These sculptures enrich the public spiritual life and offer the better visual sense and humanistic feature for
the city.

Hangzhou has paid more and more attention on city cultural construction since the 21st Century. Hangzhou Sculpture Academy has played an important role for
the promotion of the image of this city. Hangzhou city has held The West Lake International Sculpture Exhibition four times since 2000 in the Prince’s Bay Garden,
the Gushan Parkthe Qianjiang New City and the Xixi Wetland Park respectively. Hangzhou Sculpture Academy was responsible for implementation of the Trst two
exhibitions, by uniting the academic power of the China Academy of Art in utilizing the form of outdoor sculpture, and successfully associated the art with Hangzhou
and West Lake, combined the elegant of modern art with natural beautiful scenery in a delicacy style. Through the the sculptures of “Mountain, Water, Human” in
the Prince’s Bay Garden,and“Years Like a Song” in the Gushan Park, the relationship between scenery and human and the relationship within humanistic inheritance and
scenery has been presented, and the art inspiration has been fused into hills and lake

The success of The West Lake International Sculpture Exhibition has aroused the public’s keen interest in the sculpture art in city culture and more expectation for the
urban sculpture in city construction.

with the development of modern urban construction, Urban Sculpture has played an increasingly important role. Hangzhou Sculpture Academy, as a major creative
dynamic for Urban Sculpture during past three decades, has composed a variety of excellent public sculptures. These urban folk sculptures have represent the cultural
tradition, including legends about the West lake, urban Square Lane, humanistic education, urban development history and so on, such as “the Cow Celebrating Spring”
at the Qingchun Gate, “Have a Haircut for the Baby only One Month OIld” at the Wu Mountain Scenic Region, “the Rice Market” at the Mishi Lane, “the Stage” at
the Zhong'an Bridge, “Xiang Dang” and “the Aromatic Market” at the Pine Field, “Birds in Cages” at the Wu Mountain, “Shoulder pole for Tsh” at the Wulin Gate, “the
Flower Basket “ at the Six Park, “Shoulder pole for vegetables” at the Wangjiang Gate, “Shoulder pole for salts” at the Qingtai Gate and so on. These vivid details,
present in art forms, retecting the urban culture, can be seen from scenic region to urban Teld. They have preserved the unique humanistic spirits of Hangzhou.

The folk sculptures composed by the Hangzhou Sculpture Academy spread in the whole city based on the real historical blot instead of appearing in the commercial
environment of modeled ancient streets alone. There are numerous sculptures displayed in the streets and the lanes of Hang Zhou, and each piece also has a background
story to tell which has a close connection with the surrounding area’s cultural context. So these traditional urban streets cultural elements can be preserved refresh in
our mind rather than be left only a few words of street or bus station names or sort of these things.

All the efforts made by Hang Zhou Sculpture Academy are to some extent conserved the past imprint during the new period urban construction progress. They
manipulatively use art forms to present the city’s theme of past, present and future, showing a new livable city visage. The accumulating hard works of the Sculpture
Academy during last decades have made an unconventional cultural name card. The varieties of sculptures they have created, with their exquisite art quality, formed an
attractive cultural landscape of the city and enhanced the cultural style and the new appearance of Hangzhou as a famous cultural city.

The Hangzhou Sculpture Academy is continuously contributing new sculptures to the city, and meanwhile also moulding the proTle of the famous historical city.

Jianting Zhang
2013.1
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