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What is the Moon?
AT AT

The Moon is a big round

ball of rock. It is Earth’s
nearest neighbour. It is about
384,000 kilometres (km) from
Earth. If you could drive to the
Moon 1n a car, it would take

200 days to get there.
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Earth travels around the Sun
in a big oval or orbit. At the
same time, the Moon travels

around Earth in an oval.
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How big Is the Moon?
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From Earth, the Moon looks as big as the Sun.
But the Sun is about 400 times wider than the
Moon. The Moon looks the same size because

it 1s much closer to Earth.
MuEk FF, BERFAFHE—1F K, o/SLr_ERFEXRKALEHAEKK
4004, AABEXKBMIKESZ, FAF EEFRMAHEBEFEKLX,

4 W

. H‘

From Earth, the Moon looks as big as the Sun
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This picture shows Earth rising above the Moon’s surface
XK B8 ;i EF R RN B RREFHE

The Moon is also smaller than Earth. Earth is

about four times bigger than the Moon.
BEth Z L ER/ N, KA HEKEY 1/4




The Moon'’s surface

The Moon’s surface has dark and bright areas.
The dark areas are smooth and flat. They are

plains. The bright areas are rough. They are

mountains and craters.
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The Moon's surface has mountains and craters
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Craters look brighter than the smooth plains
HEWLELEEZLFRAR

Most of the Moon’s craters were made by

rocks flying through space. When the rocks
crashed into the Moon, they made holes. The
biggest one is so large it would take three hours

to drive across it in a car!
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The far side
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The same side of the Moon always
faces Earth. This is because the Moon
doesn’t spin as it travels around Earth.
Most of us will never see the tar side

of the Moon.
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Some spaceships carrying astronauts
have circled the Moon. They took
pictures of the tar side. It looks a lot

like the side that faces Earth.
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The far side of

the Moon
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Tides
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As the Moon travels around Earth it pulls on it.
This pulling causes tides. When the Moon is

over an ocean, the pull makes the water bulge.

This is high tide.
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When the Moon'’s pull on the ocean is strong,
the tide is high
HEKRRDRER . BIKM= KRS
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When the Moon’s pull on the ocean is weak, the tide is low
HERR 1R SERS . BKm bR K.

As Earth spins, the ocean moves away from the
Moon and the pull is less. The water level falls.
This is low tide.
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