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The Secret of Happiness i
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There is a wonderful fable about a young orphan girl who had no family
and no one to love her. One day, feeling exceptionally sad and lonely, she was
walking through a meadow when she noticed a small butterfly caught
unmercifully in a thornbush.""' The more the butterfly struggled to free itself, the
deeper the thorns cut into its fragile body.” The young orphan girl carefully
released the butterfly from its captivity. Instead of flying away, the little
butterfly changed into a beautiful fairy. The young girl rubbed her eyes in
disbelief.

“For your wonderful kindness,” the good fairy said to the girl, “I will grant

' you any wish you would like.”

The little girl thought for a moment and then replied, “I want to be
happy!”

The fairy said, “Very well,” and leaned toward her and whispered in her
ear. Then the good fairy vanished.

As the little girl grew up, there was no one in the land as happy as she.
Everyone asked her the secret of her happiness. She would only smile and
answer, “The secret of my happiness is that I listened to a good fairy when I
was a little girl.”

When she was very old and on her deathbed, the neighbors all rallied



around her, afraid that her fabulous secret of happiness would die with her.
“Tell us, please,” they begged. “Tell us what the good fairy said.”

The lovely old woman simply smiled and said, “she told me that everyone,
no matter how secure they seemed, no matter how old or young, how rich or
poor, had need of me.”

exceptionally [1k'sepfonali] adv. 3ERLHb; FI 4Nt , 4% kb

unmercifully [ an'masifoli ] adv. A EBELER %8R A mercy, &8 B H A merciful, )
BIR A mercifully, un-AEERLE.

thornbush [ 'Gomibuf] 7. FIFRM . Z I B

fabulous ['feebjoles | adj. tREFH, 4 tbEn

secure [si'kjua(r) ] adj. TR TR, RIH, 28

rub one's eyes HZEREE

lean toward [««++-+ sy, e Feeeee-

T HE DR/

[1] One day, feeling exceptionally sad and lonely, she was walking through a meadow
when she noticed a small butterfly caught unmercifully in a thornbush.
feeling exceptionally sad and lonely 2 g1 #5113 feeling 5| S 414818, HBIE 15
hERGMEE she”, RBHEINERENRE.

[2]] The more the butterfly struggled to free itself, the deeper the thorns cut into its fragile
body.
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The Island of Feelings 3
|EiE » oy
T A m g e 5 ARSI I A ST 8 P 4h 5 P A A AR Ak B T
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Once upon a time, there was an island where all the feelings lived: Happiness.,
Sadness. Knowledge, and all of others including Love. However, one day it was
announced that the island would sink, so all prepared their boats and left. Love was
the only one who stayed. Love wanted to stay until it started sinking.

When the island was almost sinking. he decided to ask for help. Richness
was passing by Love in a beautiful boat. Love said, “Richness, can you take me
with you?”

Richness answered. “No, I can’t. There is much gold and silver in my boat.
There is no place in here for you.”

Love decided to ask Vanity who was also passing by, * Vanity, please
help me!”

“I can’t help you, Love. You are all wet and will probably damage my
boat,” Vanity answered.

Sadness was close by. so Love asked for help, “Sadness. let me go
with you.”

“Oh Love, I am so sad that I prefer to go alone!”

Happiness passed by Love too, but she was so happy that she did not listen
when Love called her!

Suddenly, there was a voice, “Come Love, I will take you.” It was an
elderly. Love became very happy that he even forgot to ask the name of the
elderly.

When they arrived to the other side, Love asked Knowledge who was the
elderly.

“It was Time.”

“Time? Why did Time help me?”

“Because only Time is capable of understanding how great love is.”
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happiness [ 'heepmas | 7. =35

sink [sigk] vi. T3, 503% {K%

vanity ['veenati] n. 381, B
elderly ['eldali] n. A, F TELH A

pass by Meese-- FihEgi, Ed
prefer to EE3; 7R

go alone Jh%7

be capable of &g ; 4265

U AR

[1] Happiness passed by Love too, but she was so happy that she did not listen when Love
called her!
)t Rk “so+ & /E'Jrﬂ + that..."5| SRR BN G, ﬁ%: b 411 AT PAZEF
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[2] Because only Time is capable of understanding how great love is.
4] 541 “be capable of doing” B A“EEB MR B, RIBMTLIAES.
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