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Words from the Publisher

Music composition is the premier source of the music art and the primary start of all music activities.
The publication of original works of various categories occupies the leading position throughout the
world history of music publishing for hundreds of years.Ever since its foundation in 1954, People’s
Music Publishing House has published a considerable amount of music works,including abundant
works from Chinese composers,which embody its sense of mission to develop the national culture

and its efforts to promote music creation.

Since 1980s,the composition in China has witnessed a rapid progress.Groups of accomplished
composers and their colorful works sprang up to retain a profound and far-reaching influence upon
the development of Chinese music. For the purpose of reflecting such developments and achievements,
People’s Music Publishing House edits and publishes the continuous series of The Repertory of
Chinese Contemporary Composers ,which covers outstanding professional works of instrumental and

vocal music.

Among the symphonic and orchestral (including Chinese traditional orchestral) works composed since
1920s,a wealth of works has gradually been accumulated which possess the manner of China and the
spirit of the time,and gain a foothold for Chinese music on the world symphonic stage. The symphonic
volumes of The Repertory try to reveal the most representative works and successful explorations
among the grand music compositions.We sincerely hope that for this project of national culture,
professional musicians and our society will,as always,provide precious supports which we all deeply

appreciate.
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Xia Zhongtang is a Chinese composer, educator, and music theorist. He is a professor at Minzu University
of China, and director of the teaching and research division for theory of musical composition. He was also
a member of the editorial board of People’s Music, and guest professor at four universities including Bei—
jing Foreign Studies University and Yunnan Arts University. He has composed hundreds of orchestral
works and smaller—scale works, the best—known pieces including the symphonic suite Tune of the Silk
Road, the art song A Singing Star in the Blue Sky, the cantata Charm of Mount Tianshan, dance music
Delivery of the Public Grain, the dance drama A brand—newLiangshan (co—composer ), the erhu piece
Song of the Horse—head Guitar, etc. He has also composed scores for many movies and TV series. His
theoretical works include a series of monographs, such as Musical Forms and Techniques of Music
Composition and A History of Kirgiz and Tajik Music, as well as academic papers, such as The Concept
and Classification of Rondo, Khachaturian’s Techniques of Harmony and Essential Features of Tajik

Music. He has won many national and regional awards for music composition and theoretical research.
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