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Preface

MAAP is a new media art center started by the Brisbane-based
Media Art Center and founded in Brisbane, Australia in 1997.
Through 5 years, MAAP has grown into one of the leading mul-
timedia art exhibitions in the Asia Pacific Regions,

covering 14 countries in the region, and, what's more, is the
only festival of its kind to focus on the Asia Pacific regions.
MAAP specializes in showcasing the artistic experiments in a
wide range of art forms and practices including interactive
multimedia, Internet, digital video and animation, and
explores multimedia artworks in the Asia Pacific Regions.

Multimedia art involving media like video, digital tech-
niques, multimedia and Internet has already become the new
international art current in recent ten years. The main reason
for its rapid development lies in: firstly, compared to
the traditional media, it contains more information of images,
is easy to be accepted and suits to the fast-moving mode of
appreciation in modern life; secondly, it, expressing artist's
personal feelings and personalities, is a supplement of mass
media and furthermore grows separated from movie, television
and photography and form its own linguistic characteristics;
thirdly, the popularization of computer and the advent of net-
work age make this art form widely accepted by the younger
generations.

Through more than 50 years, China International Exhibition
Agency has been specialized in promoting China's splendid cul-
ture and art to the world while introducing excellent outside
art to China, building a bridge of cultural exchange between
China and abroad. Held on the 30th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations between China and Australia's,
MAAP in Beijing contributes to further art exchange between
the two countries, offers China's art scene a great opportunity
to know about the present-day developing level of multimedia
art and assimilate whatever is beneficial in multimedia art
from other countries and conduces to brings people gathering
before the diversified high-tech artworks. Meanwhile this festi-
val bears strategic significance in promoting the blend of sci-
ence and art and reflecting Chinese culture's keeping pace with
the time in this domain.

Zhang Yu
Director
China International Exhibition Agency
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Preface

In Autumn, the ripe season, the Multi-Media Digital Art
Museum of China Millennium Monument opens its door for the
first time for the “"multi-media art”, this immature friend.
Perhaps, its charm just lies in juvenility. Innovation, brave
exploration, and undiminished passion are eternally the atti-
tude and existing style of this newly emerging force. As the
undertaker of this exhibition, we warmly welcome the new
friend here and will support its development.

As a non-governmental art organization established in
Australia far away, MAAP pays close attention to the multi-
media art within the whole Asian-pacific area with its wide
vision. Since 1998, the year of foundation, Australian art orga-
nization—MAAP has been working on seeking new art form,
propping up new art force and devoting itself to enhance the
exchanges among Asian multi-media artists, as well as intro-
duce the latest achievement in the multi-media art of Asian-
pacific area for successively five years. Here, we sincerely want
to express our reverence and appreciation to MAAP for its
undiminished passion and inflexible attitude in pursuit of art.

At this historic moment in celebration of the 30th anniver-
sary of establishment of China and Australia diplomatic ties,
we welcome the exhibition on Multimedia Art Asia-Pacific to
come from Australia for the first time, reaching this wider
Asian land and face more people. We should also thank MAAP
for taking this pearl in the palm, which appeals the eyes of
the whole world to Beijing, together with all Asian charms. We
are honored to become the first sponsor for holding the art
fair in Asia for the first time. And we are much more pleased
that the Multi-media Digital Art Museum of China Millennium
Monument, also a newly emerging force, can undertake it for
the first time. Out of question, the 2002 Multimedia Art Asia-
Pacific” will provide the multi-media artists a colorful stage,
on which they can show themselves and enjoy the carnival
belonging to themselves as much as they like.

We genuinely expect to introduce Asian-pacific multi-media
art to Beijing, China through the Multi-media Digital Art
Museum of China Millennium Monument, the just opened win-
dow, and attract the eyes of the whole world here. We also
hope the Chinese and Australian culture and art can be melted
through understanding to the multi-media art. Here, we can
only wish the exhibition a great success by using language and
words, the most aboriginal and simplest medium. May the
multi-media art develop vigorously. Wish Chinese and
Australian people an everlasting friendship.

Wang Jianqi
Director of The Art Museum of China Millennium Monument
October 2002
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Preface

The 21st century is the information age, and an age of cultural
and art innovation. The development of computer technology,
particularly that of digital technology has provided new incen-
tives for the innovation of visual art. "Media art" based on
digital technology and integrating mixed means of photogra-
phy, video, sound, installation and interactive medium, is
gradually finding a position in the socio-cultural space. As a
new form in contemporary art, media art, on the one hand,
can present the artist's new cultural ideas and individual visual
experiences, allowing people to understand through this artis-
tic language the trend of exploration in contemporary art. On
the other hand, media art has greatly enriched today's world of
visual images, giving novel aesthetic experiences. New formal
language developed from media art is entering the field of
popular culture, being accepted by the public and becoming a
source of the increasingly rich and colorful visual art of today.

In the process of reform and development of art education
in China, more and more attention are being paid on the culti-
vation of talents capable in both technology and art to meet
the demand of the society on new types of art practitioners. In
response, the Central Academy of Fine Arts has developed the
teaching of the subject of digital media art and many other art
institutions around China are also working at a fast pace on
this field. As such, we need to know and to communicate the
applications and creations of new media and new technology
worldwide.

Targeting to facilitate the artistic innovation and present
new achievements in art, the Central Academy of Fine Arts and
other partners organizes the 2002 Asia Pacific Media Art
Exhibition, which will introduce representative media art works
from the Asia Pacific Region to the fine arts circle and viewers
of China. This exhibition has constructed a new platform for
the exchange of visual art, where the exploration and creation
of artists from different cultural background in the new media
field will provide direct experiences to understand the develop-
ment of today's art. Actually, the combination of science and
art, the strengthening of the communication between visual
art of China and the outside, and the promoting of global
information exchanges with humanistic implications are cultur-
al common ground of today.

| hereby give my thanks to all the artists and staff whose
efforts have made this exhibition possible. | wish the exhibi-
tion a success.

Pan Gongkai
Chancellor, Centural Academy of Fine Arts, China
October 2002



