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Qian Xuantong came from a typical Chinese intellectual
family in the end of the last feudal dynasties. Having receptived
to traditional Chinese culture from childhood, he worshiped Qing
Dynasty and traditional Chinese culture for a long time. In 1913, he
came to Beijing and taught in many universities. His academic life
matured his thought. In 1917, he began to contribute articles to “New
Youth” to support Literary Revolution. He proposed the slogan
“Down with Selected Works School and Tongcheng School” and
reverberate through the whole country. He became one of the editors
of “New Youth” and one of the leaders of New Culture Movement.
From then on he began to attack traditional Chinese culture very
fiercely. He argued only Mr. Democracy, Mr.Science and Ms Moral
could save China from backward situation. Furthermore, he thought
reforming Chinese people’s thought was the most important thing,
In 1921, “New Youth” faled the crisis of stopping publication. This
year he wrote to Hushi and Gu Jiegang to discuss collecting and
compiling articles on distinguishing false books and false history of
past dynasties. He especially paid great attention to articles which

distinguished false Confucian classics. Their discussing directly
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caused The Movement of Distinguishing History, then he became one of the pioneers
of this movement. At the same time, he published many articles about Xiao Xue (study
of ancient forms phonology and meaning of writing language ) , Confucian Classics,
ancient Chinese history, many views were valuable even up to now. As the radicalest
representive of fighting tradition, he even choosed “Doubting the Ancient” as his
alias.

Qian Xuantong devoted his life to educating young men and arousing the
masses of the people. He worked earnestly for “the greatest majority ™ to get “the
largest happiness”like he always says. The concrete work he did was Guo Yu (Modern
Chinese). He was one of the chief commanders of “Guo Yu Movement” . All in all,
he was not only a great master of Chinese Studies, but also an enlightening thinker.

Qian Xuantong once said what he researched were Xiao Xue and Confucian
Classics. He was not interested in political affairs. Under chaotic circumstances of all
his life, this upright scholar investigated the origin of China’s misfortune, he found
Chinese people’s thought were too old to keep with the time, so he made up his mind

to arouse the people. His aspiration seems hard to bring to fruition even up to now.
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