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" 1. Too Young to Wed U

Because the wedding was illegal and a se- 8 3@ C
cret, and because marriage rites in Rajasthan are
often conducted late at night, it was well into Fite /rart/ m {{X, StAL
the afternoon before the three girl brides in this sacred /serkrid/ a #ihY S8 ()R
dry farm settlement in the north of India began vow Naul . BE.BY
to prepare themselves for their sacred vows.
They squatted side by side on the dirt, a crowd Squat 7skwnt/is. . M
of village women holding sari cloth around them @keshill /merk[ift/ a. Wimtf, £
as a makeshift curtain, and poured soapy water  JH#
from a metal pan over their heads. Two of the soapy /seupl/ a. #HESEAY ; fLUIE S ()

' brides, were 15 and 13, old enough to understand en route ()ERS

what was happening. The third, their niece Rajani, was 5. .

The grooms were en route from their own village, many miles lavishly flevi[l/ od %, M6
away. No one could afford an elephant or the lavishly saddled horses saddic /seedl/ v. %-- %8
that would have been ceremeonially correct for the grooms’ entrance to ceremonially  /serrmaunjoly/  ad.
the wedding, so they were coming by car and were expected to arrive ALY
high-spirited.
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& 1. Too Young to Wed ™0

Because the wedding was illegal and a se-
cret, and because marriage rites in Rajasthan
are often conducted late at night, it was well
into the afternoon before the three girl brides in
this dry farm settlement in the north of India
began to prepare themselves for their sacred
vows. They squatted side by side on the dirt,
a crowd of village women holding sari cloth
around them as a makeshift curtain, and poured
soapy water from a metal pan over their heads.
Two of the brides, were 15 and 13, old enough
to understand what was happening. The third, their niece Rajani, was 5.

The grooms were en route from their own village, many miles
away. No one could afford an elephant or the lavishly saddled horses
that would have been ceremonially correct for the grooms’ entrance to

SR National

Geo 1]7'

" NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

the wedding, so they were coming by car and were expected to arrive
high-spirited. The only local person to have met the grooms was the
father of the two oldest girls, a slender gray-haired farmer with a
straight back and a drooping mustache. This farmer, Mr. M, was both
proud and wary as he surveyed guests coming up the rocky path to-
ward the bright silks draped over poles for shade; he knew that if a
nonbribable police officer found out what was under way, the wedding
might be interrupted mid-ceremony, bringing criminal arrests and lin-
gering shame to his family.

Child marriage spans continents, language, religion, caste. In India
the girls will typically be attached to boys four or five years older; in
Yemen, Afghanistan, and other countries with high early marriage rates,
the husbands may be young men, or middle-aged widowers or abduc-
tors who rape first and claim their victims as wives afterward, as is
the practice in certain regions of Ethiopia. Some of these marriages are
business transactions, barely adorned with additional rationale: a debt
cleared in exchange for an 8-year-old bride; a family feud resolved by
the delivery of a virginal 12-year-old cousin. Those, when they happen
to surface publicly, make for clear and outrage-inducing news fodder
from great distances away. The 2008 drama of Nujood Ali, the 10-
year-old Yemeni girl who found her way alone to an urban courthouse
to request a divorce from the man in his 30s her father had forced her
to marry, generated worldwide headlines and a book, translated into 30
languages: I am Nujood, Age 10 and Divorced.

But inside a few of the communities in which parent-arranged
early marriage is common practice—amid the women of Rajani’s set-
tlement, for example, listening to the mournful sound of their songs to

2

B8 L

rite /rart/ n. {430, 4L

sacred [setkrid/ a. WEH; ¥ H
()8

vow /vau/ n. 5,84

squat /skwot/ v. B, B

makeshift /meik[1ft/ a. H5nfay, 48
JHEY

soapy /saupl/ a. HIEEH; DAES
]

en route ()ZE&EH

lavishly /leevi[ly/ ad. ¥ GikH

saddle /[seedl/ v. %8

ceremonially /serr'maunjali/ ad.
R EALE

droop /dru:p/ v. (€338

wary /weery/ a. #HH, A8
b7 iy

drape /dreip/ v. B, H

lingering /lingerig/ a. LA R ;
Hi ZE 1)

caste /ka:st/ n. EEEfY 2 BT 4 1T
AT HE Al B+ 22 B 2

widower /widaus/ n. &%k

abductor /eb'dakte/ n. HE#HE

adorn /a'doin/ v. ¥4

rationale /reefe'na:l/ n. A JFH,
B R

feud fMju:d/ n. 548, M0 ; KPR M

outrage [autreid3/ n. Xt

induce Ain'dju:s/ v. Bli%; $%

fodder /fode/ n. %t

amid /e'mid/ prep. fE---[d

mournful /ma:nfal/ a. EFM 5
Y
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the bathing brides—it feels infinitely more difficult to isolate the nature
of the wrongs being perpetrated against these girls. Their educations
will be shortened not only by marriage but also by rural school sys- i)

tems, which may offer a nearby school only through fifth grade; be- predatory /predotor/ a. &K ;
yond that, there’s the daily bus ride to town, amid crowded-in, preda- AP

tory men. The middle school at the end of the bus ride may have no adolescent /eeda'lesant/ a HHEHIN
private indoor bathroom in which an adolescent girl can attend to her  gapitary /seenttery/ a. (%) 14
sanitary needs. And schooling costs money, which a practical family is i

surely guarding most carefully for sons, with their more readily mea-
surable worth. In India, where by long-standing practice most new

perpetrate /pa:pitrert/ v. (%),

transient [treenzient/ a. HE 1,5

{5 B 34 14
wives leave home to move in with their husbands’ families, the Hindi ; ¢ -
term paraya dha refers to daughters still living with their own parents. fr;;ratlon firas'trerfan/ . ¥,

Its literal meaning is “someone else’s wealth.”

Remember this too: The very idea that young women have a right
to select their own partners is still regarded in some parts of the world as misguided foolishness. Throughout
much of India, for example, a majority of marriages are still arranged by parents. Strong marriage is regarded
as the union of two families, not two individuals. This calls for careful negotiation by multiple elders, it is be-
lieved, not by young people following transient impulses of the heart.

So in communities of pressing poverty, where nonvirgins are considered ruined for marriage and genera-
tions of ancestors have proceeded in exactly this fashion. “One of our workers had a father turn to him, in
frustration,” says Sreela Das Gupta, a health specialist, “This father said, ‘If I am willing to get my daughter
married late, will you take responsibility for her protection?’”

, = — === e e e S e ——
JLEFRR

BAEAREEHN RREN, EAEN R EALEORAEF AR, FTUEANTFRHQX =M EFELAN
BAET 2 E N FRA T AN N EFTHOES. RIFHEMAERE L E, — BN EEFD WA EE B
EHERER, AN RRELEEABERNL L. RFRHEIMFR-—A1S, A 13F HNELE T
FHARETHAEHNER, & =AFREWN 5 ¥ HELHER,

FHEAERRNRS ERNNERK RAARZBRARBRER LT RELZHN DL BHEURHF AN
WAL, L bk, PR R R AT RIGE R, B DA FHPHLARRBAIA - RN LB RE,
—NEHEEL AN EE F L BRAAFTERATHRR, URARRM ELEEEANBEE TR EAERT
L RAPANRAAT LR E T, TR E W R — R BT R T Bk & =K, 15
AT RERE 2 B, R 2 BEW, X2 UM RERARE.

EHEN BEE BERENE. EWE X BRAK 2R BECAN LY WRE, AL FEFUEL
SR EEERENERT FENIURTERAXNSBHE TR L BB LB ZREBX R HEFHR TS
HLERAEOCHETT XERERLE BT RAZNMNER, AREHEFRFURF —INLEER
AEMS G A —A 8 F MM H THRREFLE N R IR LHAMNR AR RE LA, LB EH
WA A T ARE, B AT B 2 ME R84 ABER B9 37 B, 2008 42 —ANEAR 10 ¥ #9411 4 B 4ok
MERTRARTHR, FEAERFAHCYRIFELE BLT B0 S5LWBA ARRRFF, ERF Lk
B, X—ROIRASEFWLAKHE, — KL A (RBEHME, T2, BETINH HWBER 30 FHEE.

RUED BHBT R BZHFEHECRRE LAYET , kAR ERE ERHE, AL ITFFERLFRITK
o BRT EWAEIFRIX L BN RATF th BN oy M FURA I F A 09, Mo A P 3 i 4 8 7R B b 46908 B R
RO A RF TR REZAETER, L BNES LN FRA GBI £ L. wREEUEET £, 81045
Fo—BWRDRNG FAFARFHE L XEE L. EERINFTFERAEBNENAE, FRFLEL BN T
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AER, THESEEHE, AL N REDSENLTFAE EASER G ETHN RN £0E, KAURS
ARy ST, B A A B B S B T KB K R B 4. db 9 5 “paraya dha## RIPLIGE IR G B ERFE

EE—RELHR AFNEBRR AIANUE",

BB AN E B L ARSI B TR AN A EE R — ST I RABOA N RIRFAN BERR TR, E
BB BV 50, KA IS AR R B, WRATIARAMANE A4 2HAARE B HEH, Af14E

15, X BER S 4K F 010 AT 20 10 10 70 AR A 47 5 A B W B 00 Bk

fE—HER A B HR, AL RPN 2R T M, —R X R ENTR R XA 7 R R
% Sreela Das Guptas P “— /& 3 5 R F R A Ry — N FR, wREBELK LB REE, Rk

RE RO LILG? "

Cr™ 2. Jamaica ™0

The southwest coast embraced eco-friendly
tourism in the 1970s and touts its abundance
of attractions—old-growth forests, bird-flocked
estuaries,
and miles of beaches.

centuries-old sugarcane plantations,
“Both Jamaicans and
foreigners here are trying to learn from the
mistakes of other parts of Jamaica by develop-
ing while maintaining the sense of place,” says
sustainable-tourism consultant Chris Seek. Ja-

maican-born Jason Henzell, owner of the local
Jake’s resort, says: “Here you can be part of a community of people full
of pride in where they live.”

Treasure Beach, a series of four coves blessed with golden sand
(hence the name), offers the classic Caribbean pastimes of sunbathing,
beachcombing, and snorkeling in the atmosphere of an art colony: A
popular art school teaches painting, and the area’s annual Calabash
literary festival—organized by Henzell’s sister, Justine-draws Nobel
Prize-winning writers like Wole Soyinka and Derek Walcott.

Nearby Bluefields Bay is home to a string of fishing villages,
where you can hire a boat to angle for snapper, kingfish, and tuna.
Boat tours bring you face-to-face with crocodiles, egrets, hummingbirds,
owls, and grebes at the Black River Great Morass, the largest wetland
in the English-speaking Caribbean. And you can pay your respects to a
reggae pioneer at the Peter Tosh Memorial Gardens, a tiny museum
and monument maintained by his family in the village of Belmont.

This region also is considered Jamaica’s breadbasket. Local organic
farmers offer free-range chicken, fresh-caught fish, and heaping platters
of just-picked sweet peppers, pumpkins, papayas, mangos, eggplants,
and melons. The drink of choice? Appleton Rum, made at a nearby
estate.

Jason Henzell notes that communities here are implementing a

B id iC

embrace imbreis/ v. 1

tout ftaut/ ». Mok, EE
abundance /e'bandens/ n. £&
estuary [estjuery/ n. =M WO
plantation /plen'terfan / n. FiiifRE

sustainable /sa'stemnabl/ a. w54k
Y, AR

pastime [pa:staim/ n. i, 525

snorkel /snotkal/ v. FESE K

angle [eengl/ v. #fa

reggae /reger/ n. BRI

breadbasket /bredba:skit/ n
A, R

heap /hizp/ v. (ffi) 5%

implement /impliment/ v. fii4: %,
3

emphasize [emfesaz/ v. iR

luxurious /Ingzjusrias/ a. EH
FEAEH

authentic /o:'8entik/ a. EIEHY ;TR

proliferation /pralifa’rerfan/n %

outfitter [autfite/ n. HLEEZET

cite /sart/ v. 514

aesthetically /i:s'Betikly ad. # %
M, 2 B

vibrant /vaibrant/ a. #8;7251

landscape /leendskerp/ v. %4k
T
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sustainable master plan for development that emphasizes environmental awareness. But threats remain, including
bauxite (45 %) mining in the neighboring hills. Also of concern to some locals: the advance of all-inclusive
resorts from the north. In 2005 the Sandals chain opened a luxurious resort, Whitehouse, designed to look like
French, Dutch, and Italian villages. “We’re really hoping no more are planned,” says Henzell.

Such all-inclusive resorts, where you never have to leave the grounds, define the lower-scoring northwest
coast around Ocho Rios and Montego Bay. The area, according to Larry Bleiberg, a former editor at Coastal
Living magazine, is “more a resort theme park than an authentic slice of the Caribbean.” Also affecting the
region: a proliferation of new hotels, weak coastal-management plans, careless snorkelers (and outfitters) who
damage the reefs, trash (both on land and in the waters), and increased bauxite mining. But some panelists
express optimism, citing Ocho Rios for being “aesthetically pleasing with vibrant colors and local architecture,”
and plans that call for the historic town center of Falmouth to “be landscaped with many palm trees, flowering
plants, and benches, and restricted to pedestrian traffic.”

§ # ﬁ I 2, T ——— e el T

FEZMAEEIBEEFRE
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National We may be seven billion specks on the

phic surface of Earth, but
Bangladesh, it sometimes feels as if half the
human race were crammed into a space the
size of Louisiana. Dhaka, its capital, is so
crowded that every park and footpath has been
colonized by the homeless. To stroll here in
the mists of early morning is to navigate an
obstacle course of makeshift beds and sleeping
children. Later the city’s
alleyways clog with the chaos of some 15
million people, most of them stuck in traffic. Amid this clatter and
hubbub moves a small army of Bengali beggars, vegetable sellers,
popcorn vendors, rickshaw drivers, and trinket salesmen, all surging
through the city like particles in a flash flood.

We should not be surprised. Bangladesh is, after all, one of the
most densely populated nations on Earth. It is a place where one

when you're in

steamy roads and

person, in a nation of 164 million, is mathematically incapable of
being truly alone. That takes some getting used to.

So imagine Bangladesh in the year 2050, when its population will
likely have zoomed to 220 million, and a good chunk of its current
landmass could be permanently underwater. That scenario is based on
two converging projections: population growth that despite a sharp
fertility, will millions
Bangladeshis in the coming decades, and a possible multifoot rise in

decline in continue to produce more
sea level by 2100 as a result of climate change. Such a scenario could
mean that 10 to 30 million people along the southern coast would be
displaced, forcing Bangladeshis to crowd even closer together or else
flee the country as climate refugees—a group predicted to swell to
some 250 million worldwide by the middle of the century, many from
poor, low-lying countries.

Such a catastrophe, even imaginary, fits right in with Bangladesh’s
crisis-driven story line, which, since the country’s independence in
1971, has included war, famine,
floods, military coups, political assassinations, and pitiable rates of
poverty and deprivation—a list of woes that inspired some to label it
an international basket case. Yet if despair is in order, plenty of
people in Bangladesh didn’t read the script. In fact, many here are
pitching another ending altogether, one in which the hardships of their
past give rise to a powerful hope.

To reduce its high birthrate, Bangladesh developed a grassroots
family-planning program in the 1970s that has lowered its fertility rate
from 6.6 children per woman in 1977 to about 2.4 today—a historic

record for a country with so much poverty and illiteracy. Fertility

disease, killer cyclones, massive

3. A Lesson from Bangladesh

\,

speck /spek/ n. /b BER

cram /kreem/ v. fi--- ZE 5 R )

stroll /straul/ v. #0E, IR

mist /mist/ n. W%

navigate [/neevigert/ v. (SRMEH)E
o, &

alleyway [elwey/ n. /i, %

clog /klog/ v. Fese, PHZE

chaos /keros/ n. &L

clatter [kleets/ n. fiiii

hubbub /hAbAb/ n. e Bl

vendor /venda/ n. /MIR;3EE

rickshaw /rik[9:/ n. ADK%E;=8%

trinket /trinkt/ n. /NG B4

surge /s3:d3/ v. EEHHIH ;W

particle /paitikl/ n. BT oK

zoom [fzuim/ v. 2GEE; AT

chunk AJAK/ n. bk, ka4

permanently /pa:manently/ ad. %
A

scenario /srnairiav/ n. BIA A ;
i

converge /ken'vaidz/ v. &4 ;(#
F AR LA R

projection /pra'dzek[an/ n. HM ,
el

fertility ffar'tility n. 4F %

displace /dis'plers/ v. BUt; ififfi--
BHFEME

swell /swel/ v. ik, B2k ;#E

catastrophe /ka'teestrofi/ n. k %k
A

famine /[feemin/ n. Y13
coup /kui/ n. A

deprivation /deprr'veifan/ n. Bz,
fR=



