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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Liu Qian is a famous contemporary poet, scholar and calligrapher. He was born in Rongxian County, Sichuan Province, started to
learn Chinese calligraphy when he was at the age of five, educated in National Chengdu University in his early years, and engaged in
new literature and art work after the September 18th Incident. He made preparations for the establishment of Chinese Poems and Songs
Association in 1932 and joined the League of Leftist Writers in 1933. When the War of Resistance Against Japan broke out, he joined
the Cultural Work Committee led by the Southern Bureau, became a member of the Association of Resistance Against Enemies, and
later became the person in charge of Department of Culture and Education of Zhedong Prefecture. After liberation, he worked in the
Department of Literature and Art of Shanghai Military Control Commission and was once the Vice-Chairman of Shanghai Poets
Association. He was transferred from Shanghai to Beijing to work in the Write and Direct Committee of Traditional Operas mainly
engaging in the opera reform work. After 1979, he took part in the preparational work for the establishment of Chinese Calligraphers
Association (CCA), was the Managing Director of CCA for two terms and the Vice-Chairman of CCA Beijing Branch, and is now the
Adviser of CCA, Member of Chinese Writers Association, Adviser of Chinese Poem and Verse Association, Vice-Chairman of Old
People's Calligraphy and Painting Research Association, Professor and Vice-President of Chinese Correspondence University of
Calligraphy and Painting, Chairman of Chinese Research Association of Poetry, Calligraphy and Painting, President of Chinese Calligraphy
Research Academy and Honorary Vice-President of Chinese Academy of Poetry, Calligraphy and Painting.

Before liberation, Liu Qian published his poetical works such as "Slight Mark of Life", "Flowerless Spring", "My Own Songs",
"The Earthshaking January", and the poetic drama "Defend". He supervised the publication of "Comprehensive Journal", "New Poems
and Songs Monthly", "Pioneer" and etc.

After liberation, Liu Qian took charge of and took part in the collection of 108 volumes of Beijing Opera, compiled more than 500
traditional opera scripts,. He also published " Liu Qian's One Thousand Characters of Cursive Script", Part One and Two of "Liu Qian's
Selected Poems and Calligraphy", " Tour of Northwest", "Notes on the Trip to Sichuan and Wuhan", and "Tour of Gansu". Recently he
published "The Never-Wiped Wound" and is about to publish a set of book of "Brandish My Weapons", "Liu Qian's Selected Jueju",
"Liu Qian's Selected Regulated Verses", "Selected Lyric Verses and Songs", Part Three of "Liu Qian's Selected Poems and Calligraphy",
and "Liu Qian's Artistic Life". His six volumes of "Beijing", "Shanghai", "Hainan", "Zhejiang", "Anhui" and "Ningxia" which are the
parts of thirty-one volumes of "Splendid China" have been published, and the rest will be published soon.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Liu Xiao-ye, born in 1943, grew up in Shandong Province, and started working in 1958. She learned embroidery and painting
from her foster mother when she was a small child. Later, She was instructed by Xu Bei-ting, a very famous painter in traditional
Chinese style, and her father Liu Qian, a famous poet and calligrapher. She graduated from Chinese Correspondence University of
Calligraphy and Painting, and studied in the Central Academy of Fine Arts. Now, she is an Assistant to the Chairman of the Chinese
Research Association of Poetry, Calligraphy and Painting, Assistant to the President of Chinese Research Academy of Calligraphy and
Arts, painter in the Chinese Research Academy of Poetry, Calligraphy and Painting, Associated Professor in traditional Chinese style
of Beikai College of Fine Arts of Heilongjiang Province, an Adviser of Research Association of the Former Residence of Wang Xi-zhi,
Honorary President of Heze Research Academy of Poetry, Calligraphy and Painting in Shandong Province, and etc. She is good at
painting flower and bird, grass and insect, and Peony. Some of her works have been exhibited in the Exhibition of Calligraphy and
Painting of the Two Sides of Taiwan Strait hosted by Chinese Celebrities Association, in the International Fair of Chinese Calligraphy
and Painting, in the Calligraphy and Painting Exhibition of 90th Anniversary of Ren Bi-shi's Birthday, and in the Painting Exhibition of
the 50th Anniversary of the Victory of the World War Against Fascist. She has won golden, silver and commemorative prizes for many
times and the Golden Cup Prize of National Golden Duck Competition of Calligraphy and Painting as well as the Honorary Title of
Contemporary Chinese Celebrities of Calligraphy and Painting. Her works have been collected by Chairman Mao's Memorial Hall,
People's Great Hall, Zhongnanhai, Capital Museum, Shenzhou Academy of Calligraphy and Painting, Chairman Mao's Memorial
Museum in Shaoshan, Chinese Military Museum, and Museum of Liu Qian's poems and Paintings. Some of her works have been
collected by friends from Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan, United States, Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei and Sri Lanka. Her painting of
"ancient bamboo" is carved in the Cultural Forest of Steles in Huainan. She held an " Exhibition of Poems, Calligraphy and Painting by
the Father and Daughter, Liu Qian and Liu Xiao-ye".
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PREFACE

Military strategists say that fight no battle unprepared and fight no battle you are sure of winning. With full preparation,
everything will go smoothly, successfully, and you could handle the situation with ease when face a competition. These
military rules are very suitable for literary and artistic activities. I remember that when my elder daughter Liu Xiao-ye and
I'went to the Great Northern Wilderness in northeast China where Xiao-ye worked for 18 years, when we came back to
Harbin from Three Rivers Plain, we decided in a rush to hold "An Exhibition on Painting and Calligraphy and Poems by
Father and Daughter--Liu Qian and Liu Xiao-ye", many viewers asked for painting albums and wanted to buy our collections
on the spot. Because the exhibition was so rush that we could not have time to prepare albums, collections, even the brief
introduction of the exhibition, not to mention Liu Xiao-ye's biographical notes, her creative road, her well-known instructed
teachers, and how she could achieve such a rapid success. This put us in an extremely awkward situation.

In view of the above-mentioned facts, we feel it is necessary to compile a painting album of the paintings of flower-
and-bird, grass-and-insect, peonies exhibited at Harbin, and poems and verses written by Xiao-ye, in order to provide
convenience for readers and help readers to have further understanding of the artist Liu Xiao-ye, so as to make objective
comments and judgments.

So far as I know, there are many outstanding artists all over China who are good at flower-and-bird paintings,
especially peony painting, the late seniors Qi Bai-shi and Wang Xue-tao, the living Li Ling-yun, Lu Guang-zhao and
Wang Jing-ru in Beijing, and some famous peony artists in Qingdao and the peony production area Heze in Shandong
Province, and Luoyang area in Henan Province, and some other well-known peony artists in other places.

Liu Xiao-ye is a middle-aged artist, who is really good at painting peonies apart from painting flowers and birds,
grasses and insects. She has formed her own characteristics and styles in painting flowers, branches and leaves, which
make no difference with the outstanding artists, elegant and poised, original and vigorous, and full of richness and honor,
from which people could taste the pure quality and lofty spirit of peony, the queen of flowers. This is where her difference
lies. If one wants to come to the throne of peony painting with unique quality and ethereal color and celestial fragrance,
her painting must be natural and at ease, must be elegant and poised, and must have the integrity of intelligence, strength
and expression which could not be separated.

Liu Xiao-ye's success in painting lies in diligence. Her painting habit is different from others, often getting up to
paint at middle night and going to work at daybreak, which she has persisted for ten years and never let it known by others.
Maybe she derives inspiration from the story of "Rise at Cock's Crow". When she was permitted to resign she could have
time to take care of her parents and study poetry and paint. She works harder than ever before in painting and writing
poems, and most of her time and effort are spent on painting peony. She loves peony and indulges her self in the painting
of peony and has the noble character and sterling integrity of "sacrifice herself but not the flower".

Because of the war I had to send my daughter to Shandong Province even when she was a small child. Her family
was very poor so she had to give up schooling when she was a child. She learned embroidery from her foster mother, and
formed her preliminary artistic knowledge from needle and thread work as well as writing and paintings. I feel grateful to
her for bringing up the child. When Xiao-ye just came into her fifties she wrote me a poem based on my poem's rthythm:

Nomad flute is heard in the sudden ravages of war,
The thunderbolt shakes the sky and remote corners of the earth.
The sincere maternal love fosters the young girl,
And the stern father's education leads me to success.
Never forget to start the long and arduous journey in freezing times,
To leave the hometown of Shandong for the revolution.
We are so joyful to have a family reunion today,
Carry forward together the painting and poetry all over China.

This poem was written at the time when she started her long journey for the Great Northern Wilderness to develop



the border in 1958, where she stayed for 18 years and dedicated her youth. The "mother" in the poem means her late foster
mother, from whom Xiao-ye's love for flowers and birds, particularly peony is inseparate. She formed a very strong
character to bear hardships and stand hard work, to carry out her duties vigorously and speedily with indomitable mind and
to make success in whatever she did. At the same time, she also learned the spirit of selfless devotion and taking the lead
and setting an example for others from the older generation.

Though Liu Xiao-ye's ideas guiding artistic creation and materials lay special emphasis on peony, however, she has
a strong ability to learn the new, she is quick in response and in absorption of knowledge. She could draw inferences about
other cases from one instance. She does this not only in painting but also in writing poems. While I am working out the plot
of a poem, she would like to compete. Her psychological mind to outshine others, her strong tenacity not to admit defeat,
and her unbending character have a cut above others. If she could apply this to her artistic area, it will be a motive force for
her artistic creation and encourage her to scale new heights and make greater achievements. I wish that she could make a
serious summary of her creative idea and art and find out her own creative road, and make further efforts on painting
techniques and basic skills, just like the pyramid to increase its thickness, width, and heights, so as to promote her creative
project.

Liu Xiao-ye and I once came across some inconvenience by chance. A piece of painting paper with the length of 6
meters was laid on the floor of the hall and we had to work on the carpet, because it could not be put on the painting table.
It took us three days and two nights to finish the painting, "A Hundred Flowers Blossom".

The design made by Xiao-ye was to divide the paper into few frames, using the pine tree to cover the main frame,
rocks, flowers, birds, and peonies in other frames. This reveals the scene of letting a hundred flowers blossom and a
hundred birds sing. Then I squatted and kneeled down to write poems in Chinese calligraphy. This is a very good combination
of Chinese painting and calligraphy. When we came back to Beijing, though some polish work was made, it is still
regarded as her master piece.

After finishing this huge piece of painting, we painted the " Picture Scroll of Peacock", which is 4 meters long.
From then on she has improved her skill, increased her courage and insight, and strengthened her self-confidence, so that
she could paint with facility in all her work. Like a military commander with experience of big battles, who directs the
military operation with perfect ease and face danger fearlessly, a painter should be the same during the painting. I believe
that a painter's work lies in diligence, consistency, and restraint. Xiao-ye's success lies in being fond of learning and
diligence apart from combining with life reality and exploration into depth and width. She forgets to eat and sleep during
painting and writing, this is very commendable.

In order to improve her painting, she pays attention to the skill out of painting and strengthen her cultural and
theoretic studies. The publication of "Collection of Poems, Calligraphy and Painting of Liu Qian and Xiao-ye" is the
crystallization of her years' work. " Learn Poetry from Father" is another collection of her poems and verses, which will be
published soon.

Liu Qian
Mid-Autumn Festival, October 1995
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