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SIR FRANCIS BACON (1561-1626)

Introduction

Francis Bacon was an English philosopher, statesman,
scientist, lawyer, jurist and author. He was extremely
influential through his works though his political career
ended in disgrace. Bacon has been called the father
of empiricism. His works established the inductive
methodology for scientific inquiry, which is often called the
Baconian method. His demand for a planned procedure of
investigating all things marked a new turn in the theoretical
framework for science. His dedication probably led to his
death, bringing him into a rare group of scientists who were
killed by their own experiments. He died of pneumonia
contracted while studying the effects of freezing on the
preservation of meat.

Narcissus or Self-Love

Narcissus' is said to have been a young man of
wonderful beauty, but intolerably proud, fastidious®, and
disdainful. Pleased with himself and despising all others,
he led a solitary life in the woods and hunting grounds; with
a few companions to whom he was all in all®; followed also
wherever he went by a nymph* called Echo’. Living thus,

7 SIR FRANGIS BACON
(1561-1626)



he came by chance one day to a clear fountain, and (being
in the heat of noon) lay down by it; when beholding in the
water his own image, he fell into such a study® and then
into such a rapturous’ admiration of himself, that he could
not be drawn away from gazing at the shadowy picture,
but remained rooted to the spot till sense left him; and at
last he was changed into the flower that bears his name;
a flower which appears in the early spring; and is sacred
to the infernal deities® — Pluto®, Proserpine', and the
Furies'".

In this fable are presented the dispositions'® and the
fortunes too, of those persons who from consciousness
either of beauty or some other gift with which nature
unaided"™ by any industry of their own has graced them,
fall in love as it were with themselves. For with this state of
mind there is commonly joined an indisposition'* to appear
much in public or engage in business; because business
would expose them to many neglects and scorns, by which
their minds would be dejected’ and troubled. Therefore
they commonly live a solitary, private, and shadowed life;
with a small circle of chosen companions, all devoted
admirers, who assent like an echo to everything they say,
and entertain them with mouth-homage'®; till being by such
habits gradually depraved'” and puffed up'®, and besotted'®
at last with self-admiration, they fall into such a sloth and
listlessness®® that they grow utterly stupid, and lose all
vigour and alacrity®’. And it was a beautiful thought to
choose the flower of spring as an emblem of characters like
this: characters which in the opening of their career flourish
and are talked of, but disappoint in maturity the promise
of their youth. The fact too that this flower is sacred to the
infernal deities contains an allusion® to the same thing. For
men of this disposition turn out utterly useless and good
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for nothing whatever; and anything that yields no fruit, but
like the way of a ship in the sea passes and leaves no

60 trace, was by the ancients held sacred to the shades® and
infernal gods.

Notes

L.

4 w2

N
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~
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12.
13.
14
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

. alacrity: eagerness and readiness

Narcissus: a beautiful youth who fell in love with his own reflection in water, died,

and was turned into the flower that bears his name

. fastidious: hard to please

. all in all: of supreme importance

. nymph: minor goddess living in rivers, trees, hills, etc.

. Echo: the nymph who helped Zeus to deceive his wife Hera by distracting her with

chatter, punished by being deprived of the power to say anything except the last

syllables of whatever she heard

. he fell into such a study: he was absorbed in such a deep thought

. rapturous: joyful

. infernal deities: gods or goddesses of the underworld

. Pluto: the god of departed spirits and of the underworld

. Proserpine: the daughter of Zeus and Demeter, kidnapped by Pluto and made

queen of the underworld, but was allowed to return to the earth every spring and
summer

the Furies: the three Furies, who punished sin, especially the murder of kin,
pictured as winged women with snakes for hair

disposition: inclination

unaided: without help

indisposition: unwillingness

dejected: depressed

mouth-homage: things said to show respect

depraved: morally bad

puffed up: too proud

besotted: made silly or stupid, especially by love

listlessness: lack of energy, vitality or enthusiasm

3 SIR FRANCIS BACON
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22. allusion: indirect reference

23. shade: soul after death or ghost

Of Studies

Studies serve for delight, for ornament’, and for ability.
Their chief use for delight is in privateness” and retiring;
for ornament, is in discourse®; and for ability, is in the
judgment, and disposition® of business. For expert men can
execute, and perhaps judge of particulars, one by one; but
the general counsels®, and the plots’ and marshalling® of
affairs, come best, from those that are learned. To spend
too much time in studies is sloth; to use them too much
for ornament, is affectation; to make judgment wholly by
their rules, is the humor® of a scholar. They perfect nature,
and are perfected by experience: for natural abilities are
like natural plants, that need pruning'’, by study; and
studies themselves, do give forth" directions too much at
large, except they be bounded in by experience'®. Crafty
men contemn'® studies, simple men admire them, and
wise men use them; for they teach not their own use; but
that is a wisdom without them,™ and above them, won by
observation. Read not to contradict and confute; nor to
believe and take for granted; nor to find talk and discourse;
but to weigh and consider. Some books are to be tasted,
others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and
digested; that is, some books are to be read only in parts;
others to be read, but not curiously; and some few to be
read wholly, and with diligence and attention. Some books
also may be read by deputy'®, and extracts made of them
by others; but that would be only in the less important
arguments and the meaner sort of books, else'® distilled
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