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Opening Remarks of "China Intangible Cultural

Heritage Art Festival in Paris"

Zhou Heping

Vice-minister of Ministry of Culture of the Peaple's Republic of China

O

Mr. Director-General,

Chairman of the Executive Board.
Distinguished guests.
Excellencies.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good evening!

Welcome for coming!

On the occasion of the 176" Inter-Governmental Meeting of the
Convention of UNESCO (United Nations Educational. Scientific and
Cultural Organization). Ministry of Culture of the People's Republic
of China organized the "China Intangible Cultural Heritage Art
Festival in Paris" here, on behalf of Ministry of Culture of the
People's Republic of China. I'd like to show our acknowledgment to
Mr. Koichiro Matsuura, Director-General of UNESCQO. Chairman

Zhang Xinsheng. and friends from UNESCO and worldwide.

Under the advocacy of Director-General, UNESCO is working
for a better understanding of people in different countries, and for
peace and development of mankind under the idea of construction
and peaceful development by education. science, culture and
communication. As an international organization carrying out
cultural mission. the charge of UNESCO is to enhance peace and

development of mankind.

International Legal Instruments like Convention Concerning the
Protection ol World Cultural and Natural Heritage, Convention for
the Safcguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. Convention

on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural



Expressions adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO.

Events like "World Heritage List". "Masterpieces of the Oral
and Intangible Heritage of Humanity" established by the
Intergovernmental Committee. UNESCO plays a vital role in
enhancing cultural diversity and sustainable development of human

civilizations at the national, regional and international levels.

Chinese government has been working together with UNESCO and
taken part in all kinds of activities and given active support. especially
in the work of UNESCO in 2000 for list created as "Masterpieces of the
Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity". From 2001, Kunqu Opera.
the Art of Guqin Music. Xinjiang Uygur Mugam Art and the Pastoral
Songs of the Mongolian ethnic group declared by China allied with
Mongolia have been proclaimed Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible
Heritage of Humanity have been incorporated in the masterpieces list.

China is the country who has the most masterpieces of this list.

Chinese government and people are working in close cooperation
with UNESCO on intangible cultural heritage protection. Intangible
cultural heritage, as well as tangible cultural heritage. is considered
valuable cultural treasures created by people of all nationalities for
a long time. and plays an important role in the progress of human

civilization and living practices.

China has a long history and splendid civilization, a lot of intangible cultural
heritage was created in the 5000-year history of Chinese civilization as
symbol and spiritual home of Chinese nation, and embodiment of the cultural
diversity. To protect China intangible cultural heritage is of great significance

to the construction of harmonious society and to develop and spread

200~ Chiney Infamzible Cultors) Heritage Art Festival in Paris

outstanding Chinese culture,

Chinese government always attaches importance to the protection
of intangible cultural heritage. Under the guideline of priority
protection. safeguarding first. use properly. develop besides
inheriting. we enacted a series of laws and regulations. The State
Council of the Chinese Government established the first batch of the
List of National Intangible Cultural Heritage, within ten categories
and 518 programmes. Four-step of listing National Intangible
Cultural Heritage by county, city. province and state started from
then on. The second Saturday of June was named as "Cultural
Heritage Day". We bring in the all-round way on protecting

intangible cultural heritage now.

"China Intangible Cultural Heritage Art Festival in Paris" is the first
event of UNESO under the name of "intangible cultural heritage"
after publication of Convention Concerning the Protection of the
World Intangible Cultural Heritage. It's not only a show of Chinese
folk intangible cultural heritage. but by which we also want to
communicate with the world by intangible cultural heritage and
to show determination and confidence of Chinese government
and people on protection of intangible cultural heritage. Mutual
respect among cultures, civilizations, religions and peoples is more
necessary today than ever before. Let’ s work in close cooperation

for the construction of a harmonious society!

Thank you all!
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Evening Remarks of "China Intangible Cultural

Heritage Art Festival in Paris"

Zhang Xinsheng
Vice-minister of Ministry ol Education ol the People's Republic of China

Chairman ol the Executive Board of UNESCO

@]

Respected Mr. and Mrs, Director-General Matsuura,

Respected President of General Conference Dr. Musa Bin Hassan,
Respected Vice-minister Zhou Heping with the Ministry of Culture
of the People's Republic of China.

Excellencies. Ministers. Ambassadors,

Dear colleagues. friends of UNESCO.

Representatives of the media,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Good evening!

I'm really delighted to welcome you this evening's performance the
several art performance that have been proclaimed by UNESCO
as masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity. What we are about to experience is but a glimpse of
some of China's most celebrated intangible cultural heritage. You
will see. hear and be delighted by some of my country's most

celebrated artists. The artists come from all over China. They've

just come back from Japan, where they performed during the visit of

Premier Mr. Wen Jiabao. Therefore, I'm pleased to tell you that the
performances today represent the best of living intangible heritage

t=

we can offer.

Dear colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, modern life includes greater
globalization and internationalization. brings both positive and
less beneficial realities unfortunately to the fore. including those
affecting culture diversity and its vibrancy which is dear to us all
in this house. On the one hand. in the process of globalization, the
world has become an increasingly interconnected global village.
where we all can share and experience the riches and diversity the

life has to offer. This involves both interactions and dialogue. On the



other hand, however. much of what we now consider to be intangible
cultural heritage has become threatened by neglect, if not with
virtual extinction worldwide and is in grave need and for dynamic

support and protection.

As Mr, Director-General Matsuura just now expressed in his
opening remarks for this art festival. 1 quote what he said. this
festival reflects the growing international recognition of the
crucial role of intangible cultural heritage as a mainspring of
cultural diversity in today's globalized world. Tonight, we will also
enjoy traditional music on traditional instruments, opera, songs
and dances. Indeed. music in particular is an often overlooked
media to promote dialogue, mutual understanding. harmony and
indeed peace. which so rightly has recently been emphasized and

demonstrated in this wondertul hall.

UNESCO, the only specialized agency within the United Nations
system with culture in its mandate, has recognized the very urgent
necessity to take appropriate measures at the international level. to
be complemented by effective national action in order to protect,
promote and uphold all forms of intangible cultural heritage. it
passed the Convention for the Sateguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Herirage at the 32" Session of the general conference of
UNESCO in 2003. This landmark convention entered into force in
April, 2006. adding yet another precious tool to UNESCO's quiver

of valuable normative action and opening new avenues for action.

Thus far. throughout the world, 90 masterpieces of the oral and
intangible heritage of humanity have been proclaimed by UNESCO.
The further promotion of the protection of intangible cultural

heritage has garnered a great deal of attention from all countries in

2007 China Tntangible Culigral Heritage Avt Festival in Paris

the world. thus contributing to reflect a protection which will better
ensure that these time-honored traditions and skills associated with
them will not be lost in the future. For our generations, we must find
ways of engagement, by which we can continue to draw on and be

inspired by the potential, if not power, of these practices.

During its five-thousand-year's history. China has developed and
passed down a very rich and vast culture that is both tangible and
intangible. As the Chinese saying, "& {453 #iln 45 504" which
I'm translating into English this way. "A ten minutes performance
on the stage comes from ten years of practice". This is also applied
to our work in UNESCO. Years' efforts are needed to achieve our
mandate. Dear colleagues, friends, ladies and gentlemen, the famous
French philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau said, "True enjoyment
can not be described." I am confident that after this evening's
performance. you' Il be closer to a better understanding of what is

enjoyment!

Thank you!.
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