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FOREWORD

We seek to present in the following pages a valuable collection of materials
illustrative of the widely divergent aspects of Chinese life and manners and conducive to
a sound understanding of the Middle Kingdom. It is almost superfluous to say that despite
a whole century of open and continuous international contacts. China has remained to the
present day to many casual observers a land of mystery.

It was from a desire to dispel this supposed mystery that we published in 1930
“The Living China: a Pictorial Record,” which, thanks to our generous patrons, has been
well received. The above-mentioned Pictorial Annual was a pioneer attempt of its kind in
China, and for that reason, is apt to appear incomplete after a lapse of three years during
which many changes. at once extensive and profound, have taken place in this country.

The present volume is no mere revised edition of our previous attempt. Not
only has the framework been entirely recast; but also the materials themselves have been
culled anew. The original photographs herein reproduced are the result of a recent
extensive tour by a selected group from our own staff throughout the length and breadth
of China and now published for the first time.

In selecting materials for inclusion in this album, we have followed a purely
objective standard. Our aim is exposition and interpretation—not propaganda. We seek
to present China’s foibles as faithfully as her excellences, thus supplying our readers with
a wealth of information and facts, but leaving them at the same time entirely free to
pass their own judgments and draw their own conclusions.

In preparing this volume for publication, we have spared neither etfort nor
expenditure in our endeavor to make it illuminating and comprehensive. If our readers
find it acceptable in the spirit in which it is offered, we shall have been amply gratified.

The Publishers.
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Our Photographers. RE2BE®RY KT
Photo taken in front of the Giant Stone Buddhas, A< MG AE N U G T A0 T 8RR
(a relic of the Wei dynasty), Ching Chuan, Kansu. MR ER c B AEEA » FALEH IR

From left to right—Mr. Y. Szetu, Mr. Y. H. Chang, = it e
Mr. P. Euyang, Mr. T. S. Liang. T IV O R A 005
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Pei Hai Park, Peiping.
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The Pei Hai (or North Sea) Park, situated in the north part 5 _L ihE 2R . (l a0 Ak b
of the Forbidden City, Peiping, was the pleasure ground of the L » H' I'E it 5 %:l 0 Z P e It Lfi
Imperial Family in the Tsing Dynasty. It is now turned into a park, l":ﬁ "]\! p" ;:,; g‘?g t:ﬁ ][nl‘l] ]lg “f‘ ‘% '-zr: ’T‘ '}N
to which the public are admitted on the payment of a small fee. The I 3 URE R R o N =
White Pagoda as scen in the background was built in 1652 as a mark WHD =N Ty 3RS
of respect to the Dalai Lama, then a guest at Peiping. 0 & VAL o8 Nl A 3T AR e
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T'sien Tang River.

If the West Lake is a heautiful flawer, the Tsien
Tang River is a big old tree to which the flower is
attached. On its shores lies a succession of hills
and mountains, madest in height, looking mild and
restful. The river is famous for its bores, the one
rising on the 18th. Day of the 8th. Moon being the
highest and attracting thousand of sight-scers
every year.
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