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Editorial

Recently, a term in the stock market becomes popular, which
is “The Two Eight Phenomenon,” refering to the fact that 80%
investors have lost their money in the period of the continuous
rise of the stock market, while only 20% gained profit. This
phenomenon reminds us the current situation of art education at
college level. It is believed that less than 10% of the investment
in art education is profitable. Why is so? Clearly, art institutions
have accepted more and more students, 10 times more than
the acceptance capability. Meanwhile, the resources, including
qualified teachers, job opportunities, and so forth, are not
increasing, but possibly reducing.

Beyond this, according to a newspaper report, there will be
more than 4,300,000 students graduate in the next academic
year, 20% more than last year. Along with this “increase,” about
1,200,000 students will not be able to find a job in the first year,
not to mention the jobless sfudéms graduated last year and
before last year.

According fo the media as well, the recent job fair in Chengdu
did not have any satisfactory result. On the one hand, some
employers have vacancies waiting to hire graduates, On the
other, many graduates look to work for big companies, though
they are not qualified, they have no proper working skills. The
employers look for qualified graduates with proper working skills,
while the massive ungualified graduates look for high-pay jobs
It seems that, in terms of ratio, the massiveness of the graduates
is overwhelming. However, their not-so-good qualification gives
them no advantage. The employers tumn to those who do not
have university diploma but associate diplomas and proper
working skills. Facing this reality, shall we rethink our art education
system?

Still, there is another old problem: all the majors related to design
art have nothing fo do with the current development of arf. Many
art feachers and students do not participate any contemporary
art events, and they even refuse fo go to any art galleries to see
exhibitions. They emphasize the technical aspects of art, and not
the creativity and aesthetic sensibility. They promote the ideas of
pure painting and pure design, and thus split the entity of art into
two irrelevant pieces. From the point of view of logic, their ideas
are contradictory; while from the point of view of art practice,
their ideas are failed ones. Both painting and design require
creativity. Techniques are just the means to realize a creative
initiation, but not the goal of art education

In artistically developed countries, design art is not an opposite
of contemporary art. On the contrary, it opens a new space
for students to leamn more, to develop better, and fo foster their
creativity. The problem of our art education has been disclosed
in the job market, and our students and art educators have paid
price. Who is responsible? This is a question.

Editorial Office of "Great Art” Magazine
November 2006
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