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Mencius

ome 2,400 years ago in China, an
Sordinary man journeyed to the
imperial palace where the king lived.
This man was sufficiently bold to dare
to rebuke the king for his mistakes. He
fearlessly informed the king that if he was
not qualified to rule, he should step down
and make way for a better king. He even
confidently advanced his own theory of
government: “The people are the most
important element in a State; next come
the gods of land and grain; least of all is
the ruler himself.” This was undoubtedly
the first Chinese expression of a theory of
democratic administration. For an ordinary
person to advance these progressive

ideas and to criticize the behaviour of an
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