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Introduction to Architecture

Lead-in
1. What is architecture from your point of view?

2. What are the uses of the building?
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PART ONE: LISTENING AND SPEAKING

© Task 1 Choose the best answer according to what you hear.

1. A. A T-shirt. B. A watch.
C. A telephone. D. An MP4 player.

2. A. Start a business. B. Travel to Australia.
C. Work part—time. D. Write a report.

3. A. Prepare a speech. B. Send an e-mail.
C. Make a phone call. D. Type a letter.

4. A. The first floor. B. The second floor.
C. The third floor. D. The fourth floor.

5. A. In a bank. B. In a book store.
C. At a hotel. D. At the airport.

© Task 2 Listen to the conversation and fill in the blanks according to what
you hear.

(A: Zhang, the project manager B: Wang Lin, the Chinese builder C:
Mr. S, the section chief D, E, F, G: workers)

A: I’ll take you to the construction site. Follow me, please.

B: Thank you.

A: Here we are.

B: Can you introduce me to the section chief on 6 ?

A: Certainly. This is the Chinese builder, Wang Lin.

C: How do you do? I’m glad to meet you.
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Al This is 7 , Mr. S.
B: How do you do? I’m glad to meet you, too.
C: Welcome to our building site. How long will you work here?
B: 8 . Would you introduce me to some of the workers?
C: Certainly. Hello, fellow workers! This is our new fellow, a Chinese
worker, Mr. Wang.
D, E, F, G....: How do you do, Mr. Wang?
B: How do you do? Shall we start?
: Yes, please. Here is the wood.
. Is that hoist made in Yemen?

: Yes. But that crane over there is 9 .

: Yes. The prefabricated components are all made in the casting yard.

C
B
C
B: I think, in Yemen there are many prefabricated houses like this building.
C
B: | think so.

A

. Let’s stop here please. Now, 10 .

© Task 3 Role-play.

Suppose your classmate and you are talking about what architecture is.
Words for reference: constructing form,space and ambience, technological

aspect of architecture, construction art, environment
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K PART TWO: READING

Passage A

Before You Read

Look at the following pictures. Speaking of architecture, which part

should we pay more attention to, the function or the aesthetic aspect?

What is Architecture?

Architecture has to do with planning, designing and constructing form,
space and ambience to reflect functional, technical, social, environmental
and aesthetic considerations. It requires the creative manipulation and coordination
of materials and technology, and of light and shadow. Architecture also
encompasses the pragmatic aspects of realizing buildings and structures,

1

including scheduling, cost estimation and construction administration.
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Documentation produced by architects, typical drawings, plans and technical
specifications, define the structure of a building or other kind of system that is
to be or has been constructed.

Architecture also refers to the research in construction and its
environment. Usually, it is the integration of the art and technology related to
the building design and construction, therefore, architecture is a subject
across technology and art. Although the practical and aesthetic aspects
included in the architectural technology and art are obviously different, they
are always tied up firmly, and the proportion of each side depends on the
differences in demand and the building.?

In terms of technological aspect, the architect always pursues the art in
the feasible construction technology condition, because the art creation in
construction cannot exceed the possibility in techniques and the rationality in
economics. If there were no knowledge of geometry, huge stone measure
and technical means of transport, the Pyramids could not be built. It is always
possible for people to use the present science and technology to create the
construction culture.

The art in construction mainly provides the esthetical feeling for people,
which is similar to other visual art. Construction can raise people’s emotions
like music. For example, it can create the atmosphere of heavenliness, majesty,
gloom, which makes people produce much more emotions like respect, pride,
gloom, and happiness.® On the other hand, construction is different from
other arts, it is impossible to be realized unless there are much more wealth,t
echniques,labors,and collective wisdom .Meanwhile, the construction art also
needs painting, carving, industrial art as well as the garden art to create the
art environment both inside and outside the buildings. So, the construction

art is an integrated art.
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The traditional architecture includes the plan and design of buildings,
groups of buildings, indoor furniture, landscape architecture and urban towns
and villages. With the development of the architecture, landscape architecture
and urban planning has become a relatively independent subject. The
architecture fulfills not only people’ s material requirements, but also the
spiritual ones. Meanwhile, politics, culture, religion, habits, etc., are all close to
the construction technology and art.

In a word, architecture is the study of the building and its environment,
which aims to summarize the experience of human construction activities in
order to guide the creation of architectural design, and to construct some kind
of the environment shape. The development of modern science, building
materials, construction machinery, construction technology, air—conditioning,
artificial lighting, fireproofing makes the building not only develop to the high
altitude, underground, maritime area, but also open a vast world for architectural
art. The development of architecture reflects the progress of human civilization.

Humans will continue to explore the future of architecture. (511 words)

New Words
ambience /==mbians/ n. a particular environment or surrounding
influence |, BBEE
aesthetic /i:s'Getik/ adj. relating to or dealing with the subject
of aesthetics EZ#y, £k, EH
manipulation /ma.nipju'lerfn/ n. exerting shrewd or devious influence

especially for one's own advantage

PEHRE A, B IE, 2

coordination /kau.o:d'nexfan/ n. the skillful and effective interaction

%



encompass /in'kampas/ v.

pragmatic /praeg'meetik/ adj.

scheduling /'skedju:lm/ n.

estimation /.esti'me1fn/ n.

specification /spesifi'’ke1fn/ n.

integration /1ntr'greifn/ n.

proportion /pra'pa:fn/ n.

feasible /'fi:zabl/ adj.

exceed /1k'si:d/ vi.

geometry /dzr'omatri/ n.

majesty /'meedzasti/ n.

of movements E%, i, X%, 7#31
to form a circle or ring around;
surround B, %, B1E

dealing or concerned with facts or
actual occurrences; practical SEfr
8, FE LA

a list or program of things to be
done or considered {712 %HE, B4
ZHE

the act or an instance of estimating
&1, mE&, ¥

IR, &, REAH, Mse

the state of becoming integrated

= A
=8

a relationship between things or
part of things with respect to comparative
magnitude, quantity, or degree tt
B, &, @R, 3P

capable of being accomplished or
brought about, possible TT{T#], 1]
SLOl4T8Y

to go beyond the limits of &B#%, M1t
the mathematics of the properties,
measurement, and relationships of
points, lines, angles, surfaces, and
solids JLfaZ2

the greatness and dignity of a
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sovereign sx 1A, TAX, 7

gloom /glu:m/ n. partial or total darkness; dimness
fREE, BRI
landscape /'leendskeip/ n. an expanse of scenery that can be

seen in a single view X &, /K&,
i, s

fireproofing /'farspru:fmy n. being resistant to damage by fire ff
KT K

maritime /'meeritaim/ adj. of, relating to, or adjacent to the
sea B LH, BEH, BIZH, BRH

civilization /sivelarzeifn/ n. BE, Xk, B8Rt

_Phrases and Expressions.

have to do with to be related to 5----- (S

refer to to be; mean &%, F&; FET

tie up to fasten or secure with #H&E, BB R, &1k

in terms of speaking of; according to HR#E, %, - ms
in a word anyway &z

Proper Names
Pyramids FE(THREUERFH TR EZZNRE)
Notes

1. Architecture also encompasses the pragmatic aspects of realizing



