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#FARE REVIEWS

Turning lenses to people around us

Written by Liu Heung Shing ( Chinese—American photographer )

Salute to the photographers who have been selected by the
editor for this fine book of photography that includes works
that are not strictly just documentary or photojournalism.

Who needs to categorize photography today?

The book title emphasizes the human warmth that
photography could evoke, but the real title lies in the second

half of the title ——homes we could not return to.

The theme each photographer has chosen is a testimony
to the vibrancy of photography in China-today. One sees
traces of photographic influences from abroad but our visual
feast is enriched by the photographers who describes their
journeys to the brides from Vietnam, Chinese Jew paying
tribute to Israel, 15 years of unemployment, generations of

family photo albums and the desolate scenes of our land.

We see the editor's guiding hand to bring richness of the

subjects and the photographers themselves show us why

these subjects are relevant in understanding China today.

We are also reminded how much people and the land
have changed in lockstep’ s of rapid industrialization of
China. The images show profound alienation of individuals,
it raises alarms of the cost the people paid to embrace a
growing modern economy. It is an unvarnished version of

China of those who are confounded by despair and hope.

We are also reminded at the same time a profound truth-
~-the Chinese photographers are now actively turning their

lenses to themselves and to others around them.

The photo-reportage and the investigative social documents

that have been included in this book is truly heart-warming.
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