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Abstract

Adopting a topical approach, this book selects representative cases to examine
major U. S. foreign policy decisions during the Cold War from the global, regional, and
bilateral perspectives. The book consists of four parts divided into nineteen
chapters. Chronologically, they cover major U. S. foreign policy initiatives from the Tru-
man to Nixon administration. Topically, they encompass U. S. decisions in such areas as
political calculations, economic considerations, military deployment, covert opera-
tions, intelligence gathering and assessment as well as crisis management. Based on
multilateral and multi-archival research and comparative analysis, these chapters either
reveal new historical details and truth or provide fresh perspectives and interpretations of
key historical events that have been familiar to people.

The principal concept of U.S. Cold War policy was containment. In making
U. S. containment strategy, the ideas of President Truman and his advisers as well as
the lessons they learned from the history of the 1930s played a crucial role. Fearful that
the United States might develop another “great depression” after World War II, the
American policy makers believed that they needed to create an open international trade
system to maintain American prosperity. Such a belief reflected their memory of the eco-
nomic, ideological and geostrategic lessons between the two world wars. Truman and his
advisers wanted to use American power to establish an international environment condu-
cive to the spread of American way of life. Once the Soviet Union was identified as an
opponent of the United States, how to prevent the Soviet Union from expanding to the
“industrial core areas” became the primary objective of the containment strategy.

The introduction and implementation of the Marshall Plan represented the consider-
ation of the makers of the containment strategy to employ large-scale economic aid to
Western Europe as a way to stabilize the critical core areas in the international system

politically and ideologically. One important consequence of the Marshall Plan was the
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creation of a new European security plan, which later led to the formation of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization ( NATO) . The Marshall Plan forced political parties in
Europe to choose between the United States and the Soviet Union. The outcome of the
implementation of the Marshall Plan and the result of the Italian election in 1948 con-
firmed the correctness of the logic of the containment strategy. America’s response to the
Sino-Soviet alliance, its handling of the “San Francisco Peace Treaty” , and its policy
toward the Korean armistice negotiations all indicated that the Truman administration’s
strategy was not limited to deterrence and containment and that it intended to wage and
win the Cold War. In the eyes of the American decision makers, the success of their
strategy in Europe and Asia meant that it could be applied globally. Their strategic con-
cepts laid the foundation for the development of the Eisenhower administration’s “na-
tional Cold War strategy. ”

The Eisenhower and Kennedy administrations inherited the basic logic of the Tru-
man administration’s containment strategy, but because of the different assessments of

the nature and degree of “Communist threat,” the two administrations devised different
methods and policies in the area of national security strategy. The establishment of the
“national Cold War strategy” marked the globalization of the Cold War.

The Eisenhower Administration approved the National Security Council ( NSC)
Document 162/2 on the “Basic Policy of National Security” . As the fundamental docu-
ment guiding the administration’s security and foreign policy, this paper has become
known as the “New Look” national security strategy. Highlighting the “ Communist
threat” posed by the Soviet Union and China, it specified that the purpose of
U. S. policy toward the Soviet Union was “to prevent Soviet aggression and continued
control of other countries. ” To realize this purpose, the United States must take “flexi-
ble political, economic, propagandistic and covert actions to create problems for the
Soviet Union, to undermine Soviet relations with the Chinese Communists, to weaken
Soviet control of its satellite states, and to forestall the growth of the Soviet bloc’s mili-
tary and economic potentials. ” The document also acknowledged that so long as the So-
viet Union maintained sufficient power in the European region, “the ability of the Sovi-
et Union to effectively control its European satellite states and to exploit their resources
would not be diminished. ” This line of thinking can help us understand the American
policy toward the Hungarian October Crisis of 1956. In the meantime, the document
made clear that psychological warfare and covert operations occupied important positions

in the U. S. new strategy. “ Employing open and covert measures to discredit Soviet
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