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Zhuge Liang (181-234), courtesy name Kongming,
was a Prime Minister of the Shu Kingdom during the
Three Kingdoms period. Known as one of the greatest
military strategists in Chinese history, he was also
a famous statesman, writer, and inventor. Born in
Yangdu, Langya, near the end of East Han Dynasty,
Zhuge led a simple life when young--farming by day
and studying at night--in Nanyang. People called him
Master Sleeping Dragon. Touched by the sincerity of
Liu Bei, who paid him three personal visits in order to
recruit him, Zhuge succeeded in forging an alliance
between Liu Bei and Sun Quan, a fundamental step to
the establishment of the Shu Kingdom with Liu Bei as
the King and Zhuge as the Prime Minister. After Liu's
death, Zhuge was granted the title of Lord of Wuxiang
by Liu Bei's son, Liu Shan. He devoted himself
to assisting the young king, being practically the
decision maker of both political and military affairs of
the kingdom. From 228 until his death in 234, Zhuge
Liang led five northern expeditions against the Wei
Kingdom. On the fifth time, unfortunately, he died
in the Wuzhang Plain. Sparing no effort performing
his duty until his heart stopped beating, Zhuge was
a paragon of loyal officials and an incarnation of

wisdom. He was a sage, indeed.
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Liu Bei Pays Two Visits To The
Sleeping Dragon Ridge

Before parting, Xu Shu gave his highest
recommendation to Zhuge Liang. Thirsty for
talent, Liu Bei rode his horse along with Guan
Yu and Zhang Fei, his two blood brothers, to the
Sleeping Dragon Ridge. Drawing near, Liu found
the place indeed extraordinarily serene. Arriving
at the door of Zhuge's cottage, Liu dismounted
and knocked on the door, only to be informed
by a youth that the master had left home earlier
and there was no telling when he would be back.
"When he returns, please tell your master that
Liu Bei was here,” Liu entreated the boy. A few
days later, he set out with his brothers to pay
Zhuge another visit after knowing the latter was
back. It was a bitterly cold winter, and snow was
flving all the way. Nevertheless, they reached the
simple house. Liu dismounted and tapped on the
door. To his dismay, Zhuge was again nowhere to
be seen: He had just gone out with a good friend.
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Zhuge Liang Plans For The Three

Kingdoms

When Liu Bei and his two blood brothers visited
the Sleep Dragon Ridge for the third time, Zhuge
Liang was finally home, taking a nap. Waiting
Jor him to wake up, Liu stood respectfully on the
door step. Time passed slowly, and the impatient
and irritated Zhang Fei even thought of setting
a fire to the cottage at the back. Guan Yu had
to spend a great deal of effort to pacify him. An
hour later, Zhuge awoke. After exchanging bows
and courteous remarks, the host and the guests
sat down. Liu sincerely sought Zhuge's advice;,
Zhuge thus began with the rebel Dong Zhuo and
talked about China's situation from a strategic
vantage point. Zhuge drew a blueprint for Liu:
to achieve his grand goal, Liu had to allow Cao
Cao to take advantage of the time in the north,
let Sun Quan take advantage of the location in
the south, and then give himself the advantage of
Javorable human resources in the southwest. Liu
could first take Jingzhou as a home, next the West
Rivers area for the foundation, and then China
would reach a triangular balance of power. Once
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Liu firmly established himself, the whole empire
could be attained. This conversation proved that
Zhuge knew and foresaw the tripod division of
China even though he had never gone far from
his thatched cottage.
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In Jingzhou Liu Qi Thrice Begs
Advice

Sun Quan's army slew Huang Zu and stationed
troops in Chaisang. A messenger from Liu Biao
came to Liu Bei, begging him to go to Jingzhou.
Liu Bei did so while taking Zhuge Liang along.
Liu Biao wanted to attack Sun Quan for revenge,
but Liu Bei disagreed, worrying that Cao Cao
would exploit the situation. Liu Biao then said
he wanted to entrust Jingzhou to Liu Bei since he
was getting old and feeble. Liu declined politely
and went back with Zhuge to their guesthouse.
As soon as they returned, Liu Qi, the eldest son
of Liu Biao, arrived and bowed down, crying
Jor help because his stepmother had tried to kill
him. Liu Bei replied that he could not interfere
because it was a family matter. However, when
seeing Liu Qi off, he whispered, “You can do so
and so, and there will be an excellent plan for
you.” The next day, Liu Qi met Zhuge again and
pleaded once more for a strategy to stay alive.
The former said nothing, so Liu Qi pulled out his
sword to kill himself. Stopping him, Zhuge said,
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“Ask to be sent to Jiangxia, and you should be
out of harm's way.” Liu Qi thanked him with a

deep bow.




/ n (A
YZossunitialy
AGIRS

3 ‘.uiW ,.
all

'}




i B 58 RBEPT BF

L. BHGE+T, BEFHFXAFH
¥, ILAREREET, ¥R ELAHHK
ERIW, HAEHFSARXE LBRBGHEF
Blkz4, LARFEREREANZ, E£FL
FTHE. MITAF, BRIFEL—A. ¥
B, REAREZHK, HEFHE. ¥
FARLZ, YEE, FExFFER.
T, FHBARALR. WENE, &
RAE, M ="KL, FLIAKRE
Bk, FHFE, IRE. BF. XHE
—MEE R, Zuth A,

Zhuge Liang Burns Xinye

With 100,000 troops, Cao Hong and Cao Ren
marched toward Xinye like a flood. Zhuge
Liang had already posted notices at all gates
to inform the residents about it, sent them
away to Fancheng, and piled the roofs of many
households with sulfur, saltpeter, and other
combustibles. zhuge wanted to lure the enemies
in deep, so he allowed the Caos to enter the city
through the widely opened gates. Finding the
place deserted, Cao Hong ordered the soldiers
to rest there for the night. Both men and horses
were exhausted and starving, so the soldiers lost
no time scattering among the houses to prepare
food. The generals took up their quarters in
the Governor's residence to rest. Around 7 pm,
a fierce gale sprang up, and fires broke out in
three directions. Cao Ren led the troops to dash
through the smoke and fire, trying to find a way
to escape, only to be attacked by Zhao Yun, Mi
Fang, and Liu Feng. Countless soldiers died.
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The Defeated Liu Bei Goes To
Hanjin

Informed that Zhang Fei had destroyed the
bridge and retreated, Cao Cao at once gave
orders to make floating bridges, so his army
could advance like wildfire. Liu Bei was near
Hanjin when the Cao army caught him up with
heaven-shaking shouts. At this urgent moment,
Guan Yu organized an effective defense. Afraid
of being tricked by Zhuge Liang's scheme,
Cao ordered a swift retreat, so Liu was finally
able to sit down on a boat and tell the story of
Dangyang. Then suddenly came the loud beating
of drums on the south bank, and a fleet of ant-
like ships moved towards him with swelling sails.
Liu was alarmed. The ships drew near, and he
was relieved to see it was only Liu Qi, who came
to his aid. Soon after, Zhuge arrived as well with
the troops from Xiakou.
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