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WHO was DIANA?

ritain, unlike many countries, still has a royal family. During
the late 1990s its members were the subject of a big public
debate. Should they stay remote from the people

they ruled over, or try to be more like

them? Should they keep to traditional

ways, or adopt a modern style of rule?

The life of Diana, Princess of Wales
(1961-1997), contributed greatly
to this debate. Born into the
English upper class, in 1981 she
married Queen Elizabeth IT’s son
and heir Charles Windsor, the
Prince of Wales. For the next 16

years Diana was rarely out of the

Diana news. Her image appeared in countless
seemed magazines. Her work for charity and other
relaxed and~

] good causes was reported at length — and
natural, even’ : . .

N so, more controversially, were the details of her private
on formal /

i = )
occasions, life. She became one of the world’s best-known women, and

many believed her to be one of the most beautiful.

X% oo*,z 00000000 004000000 000000000000 000000000 0000000000006 000000CTO0C




1331554 K

S5 Z2ERAMR, ZEMAE -ATEE., 2082005 LFH, KE
EERABRAAORFERA—KEE, Z2HMZEZEBACHEHAR
We, EA&FIES DI ARE? 1R IZEFHESEMERIE, BR M
iz AR GG 77 e ?

BR L AR M(1961-1997)—4, TEIRAERE LASIEX
—&BEMER, SEHHES TEEN LRSS, 1981445 L EFm
DR T, EAMAANBREREEMRLN - EF. EHRENI6E
B, RO EFEHBLZ, mOBRFHAELTHRER, HAES

HAMB AL T VAT TEW I HE —E RS E,
FIHE#IFMMER LB AN EBENAY, Bk THR EEE AN L
Hz—, REALNAMRBREMM LA Z—,

+ remote adj. B
% controversially adv. HHBH
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Queen

Elizabeth I
invented the
royal walkabout,
but Diana
perfected this
informal way of
meeting the
people.

"THE PEOPLE'S PRINCESS'

Diana’s style was emotional and outspoken.This pleased people
who wanted the monarchy to appear more up to date. Others
felt that by seeming so ‘ordinary, Diana lowered the royal
familys dignity. Her tragic death in a road accident, when she
was only 36 years old, caused millions of people worldwide to

mourn her — and to debate even more fiercely what kind of a

monarchy Britain should have.

4\‘« 000 000 000 000 000000000 000 0000000000600 0808000 XY N EX R ENNE XN ENNEXNSE N



“"ARNER”

WL PR A R T &, R A2 B AR LE A 2 F R 1% E IR
RHCEIRERI AT EE, HB5 L AIAAHHE Bl “Ed” MR
RIMA R EEHIYE™, BLMEE R BBHTRAE, £M36%, X
SI/AtER T an A bt R (=] e o {58 A AT 35 B 7 i H A (]
BEFHIR SIS E Mg,

emotional adj. BERIEM
outspoken adj. HBHHEM
- fiercely adv. R

+« walkabout n. (FRRARTSEABBAPENBEKS
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A PRIVILEGED BACKGROUND

iana’s father, Edward John Spencer, married her mother,
Frances Ruth Burke Roche, in 1953. Both of them belonged
to the British upper class.

For generations, the head of Diana’s family has held the
important title of Earl Spencer.When a British earl dies, his

Althorp House,  ife passes to his eldest son, along with his land, his wealth and

the ancestral
home of the

the ‘ancestral’ home — the family's inherited house. Earls also

still help to govern Britain, as members of the House of Lords
in Parliament.

Spencer family.
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Diana aged
seven,with her
younger brother
Charles in 1968.

*
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THE NEED FOR A SON AND HEIR

The Spencers are very proud of their history and traditions. They
are linked by blood to King Charles II and to the first US
President George Washington. Their ancestral home is Althorp
House in Northamptonshire.When Diana was born, her
grandfather was the 7th Earl Spencer. After his death, Diana’s
father would become the 8th Earl, but until then he was called
Viscount Althorp.

Diana’s parents wanted a son who would one day become the
9th Earl Spencer. But their first two children, born six and four
years before Diana, were daughters: Sarah and Jane. Then, on
1 July 1961, came Diana herself. ‘T was the girl

who was supposed to be a boy,” she remarked

i later, and although her parents loved her,

she often felt that she had
disappointed them. Luckily, in 1964,

a baby boy was born: Charles.
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CHILDHOOD CHANGES

iana grew up at Park House in Norfolk. This was close to
one of the royal family’s homes, at Sandringham. Sometimes
Diana and her brother Charles played with Andrew and Edward,
the two younger sons of Queen Elizabeth II. Once Diana went
to watch the film Chstty Chitty Bang Bang at Sandringham’s

private theatre.

Diana was on
horseback by
the age of three
and soon came
to love all
animals.
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A BROKEN FAMILY

In 1967, when Diana was six, her parents separated. In due
course they were divorced and both of them went on to marry
again. Diana and the other children found this quite difficult.
They still saw their mother, but continued to live with their
father. A series of nannies looked after them when they were
not away at boarding school. (It is usual for the children of
upper class families to go away to school.)

From the age of six Diana went first to Riddlesworth Hall in
Norfolk and then to West Heath in Kent. Although she was
not unhappy at these schools, she later recalled, ‘I always felt
very detached from everyone else. I knew I was going somewhere
different, that I was in the wrong shell.’

THE MOVE TO ALTHORP

In 1975 Diana’s grandfather died, and her father became the
8th Earl Spencer. The family moved from Park House to the
ancestral home at Althorp — a rambling house full of scary
corners and stern-looking family portraits.

As an earl’s daughter, Diana herself was now called ‘Lady Diana.
But she still had to go to school like any other teenage girl. Her
progress there was slow. She was a talented diver and dancer,
but she left West Heath school without passing any exams.
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