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I. Topic Area A

Students and Society






CET Spoken English Test
Paper One

Topic Area: Students and Society
Topic: Caring About Society

Part 1 (5 minutes)

Examiner:

Good morning (Good afternoon), everybody. Could you
please tell me your name and the number of your admission
ticket? Your name, please. And your number? ... Your

name? ... And your number? ... Thank you.

Now would you introduce yourself briefly to each

other, please? Remember, you should Not mention the

name of your university. (1.5 minutes)




OK, now that we know each other we can do some
group work. First of all, I’d like to ask you some ques-

tions about students and society.
[c1, c2, C3]

1) What do you like to read in your spare time?

2) From what sources do you know about news and
current affairs at home and abroad?

3) What are the major social problems that we are
concerned with nowadays?

4) What should college students do to help solve some
of the social problems?

5) Among the problems mentioned, what do you think
is the most urgent one and why?

6) How can we solve these urgent problems?

7) Have you taken part in any of the activities that
help solve the social problems? What do you think
of the activity?

8) Do we have any problems with the aged people?
How can we solve the aging problems?

9) What should our government do to help poor stu-
dents receive education?

Thank you very much.




Part 2 ( 10 minutes)

Examiner :

Now let’'s move on to something more specific. The
topic for our discussion today is “Caring About Soci-
ety”. You’ll be given a picture showing that college
students are concerned about the social problems. De-
scribe the picture and tell us your opinion about it.
You’ll have one minute to prepare and each of you wiil
have one and a half minutes to make your presenta-
tion. Don't worry if | interrupt you at the end of the

time limit.

[ 1 minute later]

Now, [C!], would you please start first? {C2] and
[C3], would you please put your pictures aside and

listen attentively to what [C1] has to say?

[ 1.5 minutes later] Thanks. [C2], now it's your turn.

[1.5 minutes later] Thank you very much. OK, [C3], now

it’'s your turn please.




Right. Now we all have some idea of social problems.
I’d like you to discuss the question: Why should col-
lege students be concerned about the social problems?
I hope you can reach an agreement . During the discus-
sion you may argue with each other or ask each other
questions to clarify a point. You'll have about four
and a half minutes for the discussion. Your perfor-
mance will be judged according to your contribution to
the discussion. Don’t worry about the time. I'H re-

mind you when time runs out.

[ If one candidate keeps talking for too long]
Sorry, 1'1l have to stop you. Let’s listen to what

[C7] has to say.

[ If one candidate keeps silent for a long time] OR:
[ 1f the group keeps silent for some time, choose one of the three candi-
dates to start the discussion. ]

Now, [C?], could you please say something about

your view of ...?

[ 4.5 minutes later ]

That’s the end of the discussion. Thank you.
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Part 3 (5 minutes)

Examiner :

Now 1'd like to ask each of you just one last question
on the topic of “ Caring About Socisty”.

{Select any of the following questions as appropriate to ask each of the
three candidates. More time might be given to whoever fails to give a sa-

tisfactory performance in the presentation and discussion part. ]
[C1,C2,C3]

1) Do you think college students should keep them-
selves well-informed about the current affairs?
Give your reasons.

2} Do you think city crime is a major problem in our so-
ciety? What are your suggestions to reduce city
crime?

3) Do you think the Hope Project is a successful pro-
ject? Why do you think so?

4) What measures has our government taken to solve
some of the social problems? Please give some ex-
amples to illustrate your point,

Now, this is the end of the test. Thank you, every-
body.




For Candidate 1 (Picture No.1 )
For Candidate 2 (Picture No.2 )
For Candidate 3 (Picture No.3 )
For Candidate 4 {Picture No.4 )

Useful Words and Phrases:

be well-informed i} & R i# 47, #1849
aging problem = #4b ] A
a universal phenomenon —ANEi&M £
donate %%, 1H 8
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deforest B AX & #

life span  F 4, B34 &M

nursing home # 2%

prestigious # B 249, H &K 24

orchardist R K

luxuriantly %3, & FE b

lag behind % &

comprehensive management £ & 6%

close down % H]

old-age pension # %4

(fruit or flowers) grow in close clusters R E X B (et KX &,
— % %K)

Reference Answers:

Part 1 (5 minutes)

Warm-up questions :

1) C1: I like to read newspapers, especially the city newspaper,
magazines, short stories and sometimes I read novels. I like
the newspaper 21st Century very much. It keeps me well-
informed and I learn many useful English words and techni-
cal terms from the newspaper.

2) C2: We get the news and learn about the current affaires from
newspapers, television and radio, Nowadays students go on
the Internet and can know anything happening at home and
abroad from the Internet quite easily.

3) C3: There are many problems. I think the major social problems

are environmental problems, pollution problems, population
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