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Unit 1

Work, Labour, and Play

Wystan Hugh Auden

So far as I know, Miss Hannah Arendt was the first person to define
the essential difference between, work and labour. To be happy, a man
must feel, firstly, free and, secondly, important. He cannot he really
happy if he is compelled by society to do what he does not enjoy doing, or
if what he enjoys doing is ignored by society as of no value or importance .
In a society where slavery in the strict sense has been abolished, the sign
that what a man does is of social value is that he is paid money to do it,
but a labourer today can rightly be called a wage slave. A man is a
labourer if the job society offers him is of no interest to himself but he is
compelled to take it by the necessity of eaming a living and supporting his
family .

The antithesis to labour is play. When we play a game, we enjoy
what we are doing, otherwise we should not play it, but it is a purely pri-
vate activity; society could not care less whether we play it or not.

Between labour and play stands work. A man is a worker if he is
personally interested in the job which society pays him to do; what from
the point of view of society is necessary labour is from his own point of
view voluntary play. Whether a job is to be classified as labour or work
depends, not on the job itself, but on the tastes of the individual who un-
dertakes it. The difference does not, for example, coincide with the dif-
ference between a manual and a mental job: a gardener or a cobbler may
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be a worker, a bank clerk a labourer. Which a man is can be seen from
his attitude toward leisure. To a worker, leisure means simply the hours
he needs to relax and rest in order to work efficiently. He is therefore
more likely to take too little leisure than too much; workers die of coro-
naries and forget their wives’ birthdays. To the labourer, on the other
hand, leisure means freedom from compulsion, so that it is natural for
him to imagine that the fewer hours he has to spend labouring, and the
more hours he is free to play, the better.

What percentage of the population in a modern technological society
are, like myself, in the fortunate position of being workers? At a guess I
would say sixteen percent, and I do not think that figure is likely to get
bigger in the future.

Technology and the division of labour have done two things: by e-
liminating in many fields the need for special strength or skill, they have
made a very large number of paid occupations which formerly were enjoy-
able work into boring labour, and by increasing productivity they have re-
duced the number of necessary labouring hours. It is already possible to
1magine a society in which the majority of the population, that is to say,
its labourers, will have almost as much leisure as in earlier times was en-
joyed by the aristocracy. When one recalls how aristocracies in the past
actually behaved, the prospect is not cheerful. Indeed, the problem of
dealing with boredom may be even more difficult for such a future mass
society than it was for aristocracies. The latter, for example, ritualized
their time; there was a season to shoot grouse, a season to spend in town,
etc. The masses are more likely to replace an unchanging ritual by fashion
which it will be in the economic interest of certain people to change as of-
ten as possible. Again, the masses cannot go in for hunting, for very soon
there would be no animals left to hunt. For other aristocratic amusements

2



like gambling, dueling, and warfare, it may be only too easy to find e-
quivalents in dangerous driving, drug-taking, and senseless acts of vio-
lence. Workers seldom commit acts of violence, because they can put
their aggression into their work, be it physical like the work of a smith,
or mental like the work of a scientist or an artist. The role of aggression in
mental work is aptly expressed by the phrase “getting one’ s teeth into a

problem.”

Glossary
define [ di’fain] vt. AT RE
compel [ kam’pel] vt. 3R3H ;A
abolish [o'bolif ] vt. U ; BEBR
*  antithesis [ een'tiGisis ] n. %30 ;X B
voluntary [ "volontori ] a. BEM
classify ["Klgesifai] vt. 83K
coincide ' [ ikouin'said ] vi. 5—8;54
*  cobbler ["kobls] n. BF
¥ coronary ["koronori ] n. TR MmARTE SR
compulsion [kem'palfon]  n. ¥Ri8
eliminate (i’ limineit ] vt. R IHK
aristocracy [ ieeris' tokrosi | n. Bk
prospect [/prospekt ] n. BIE; R
boredom ["boxdam ] n. iTER; TW
*  ritualize ['ritfjuoylaiz ] vt. R L
*  grouse [graus] n. *2}5@
*  ritual [ ritjual ] n. IK; JAL
go in for ;X #&



. &8

gambling [’ geemblin ] n
dueling [ ’djuslin] n. #3}
equivalent [ i’kwivalont ] n. [F%EY; H4Y
aggression [o'grefon] n. B ; R
aptly ["aptli] ad. 14 %4
get one’ s teeth into IEXTHF BRI
Notes

. the sign that what a man does is of social value is that he is paid mon-

ey to do it:
BR— PN HAF AL SMERRE R R T A B
that 5B EIMEI R sign BYRILLIE

. society could not care less: #E&MAFEAR KL,

3. It is already possible to imagine a society in which the majority of the
population, that is to say, its labourers, will have almost as much
leisure as in earlier times was enjoyed by the aristocracy:

REBRR UM, KPR ERA (B RS HE)ILT
A LI RH H R E 2B AR

- The masses are more likely to replace an unchanging ritual by fashion
which it will be in the economic interest of certain people to change as
often as possible.

HEARTR AT RE PR M AR — b — AR AR AN, 1R B 1 DU AR
S YN TR b

Comprehension Check

- As used in the text, “labourer” most probably refers to
4



A. the manual labourer.

B. the worker who gets lower wages.

C. the man who takes a job of no value or importance.

D. the person who is net interested in his job.
. Workers forget their wives’ birthdays because
A. they take too much leisure.

B. they are very busy.

C. they are usually in poor health condition.

D. they are too interested in their jobs.
. It is implied in Paragraph 3 that
A. an artist may be a labourer.

B. an individual who takes a job has his own taste.
C. the labourer wants to obtain much leisure.

D. the labourer usually has a good imagination.
. Which of the following things has not been done by technology and the
division of labour?
A. Elimination of many occupations.

B. Increase of productivity.

C. Reduction of labouring hours.

D. Making many enjoyable jobs dull.
. It can be concluded from the last paragraph that

A. aristocracies in the past knew how to deal with boredom.

B. the masses in the future will pay more attention to their economic

interest.

C. animals should be protected for ecological balance.

D. mental workers are not aggressive because they are absorbed in
" solving their problems.



Use of English

. Fill in the blank with the right form of the appropriate word from the
text .

1. Slavery was in America in the 19th century.

. Suspects are interviewed in separated rooms to see if their stories

. Lightfoot was __ named; we never heard him enter.
4. Peace talks start today with every _____ of success.
. We can’t relax our safety standards——we’d be __ with peo-
ple’s lives.
. When she retired she did a lot of work for the Red Cross.
7. Hamrison felt _____ to resign because of the allegations in the press.
8. Each of us might ____ the concept of freedom in a very different
way.

. Alternatively, we could give you an amount in company
shares.
10. Is this plant as a moss or a lichen?

B. Read the following text and fill each of the numbered spaces with ONE
suitable word .

Qur diumal existence is divided into two phases, as distinct as day
and night. We call them work and play. Work (1) __ many hours a
day, and, when we have allowed the necessary minimum for such activi-
ties (2) _____ eating and shopping, the (3) ____ we spend in vari-
6



ous activities which are known as recreations, an elegant word which dis-
guises the fact (4) we usually do not even play in our hours of
leisure, but spend them in various (5) ___ of passive enjoyment or
not football but watching football matches, not act-
ing, but theatre-going; not (6) , but riding in a motor coach.
We need to (7) , therefore, a hard-and-fast distinction not
only between work and play (8) , equally, between active and
passive entertainment. If the greater part of the population, instead of in-
dulging in sport, (9) their hours of leisure “viewing” television
programs, there will inevitably be a (10) __ in health and
physique. And, in addition, there will be a psychological problem, (11)
_____ we have yet to trace the mental and moral consequences of a pro-

entertainment

longed diet of sentimental or sensational spectacles on the screen. There
is, (12) ____ we are optimistic, the possibility that the diet is too
thin an unnourishing to have much permanent effect (13) __  any-
body. Nine films (14) of ten seem to (15) _____ absolutely no
impression on the mind or imagination of (16) ____ who see them:
few people can give a cohérent (17) _____ of the film they saw the
week before last, and at longer (18) __ they must rt;ly on the man-
agement to see that they do not sit through the same film twice.

We have to live art if we would be affected by art. We have to paint
rather than look at paintings, to (19)_____ instruments rather than go
to concerts, to dance and sing and act ourselves. Then something may
begin to happen to us: (20) ___ upon our bodies and our souls.

Reading Comprehension

Read the following text and answer the questions which accompany
7



them by choosing A, B, Cor D.

It was the year 2015 and we were having one of those ‘ do-you-re-
member’ sessions and ‘how much better everything used to be when we
were young' . We talked about how we had enjoyed our leisure and what
we would do for entertainment. As kids, going to the pictures used to be
great fun, even though we would look at television most nights of the
week .. We enjoyed being part of a large crowd all taking part in the same
activity. And television would get very boring. They were always showing
old films you’ d already seen, and all the new spectacle films looked so
exciting when you saw clips on telly or the trailers in the cinema, that you
were already planning which day of the week you’d go on.

Nearly all of us did some sporting activity even if it was only a week-
ly swim in the local baths. The more energetic would play football in the
winter, some used to do athletics, and in the summer we were playing

8



