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Foreword

SPORTS have existed in China for thousands of years but it was only four years ago
that Chinese names first appeared on the honour roll of a modern Olympics.

The rise of New China has brought fresh vigour to the development of sports in this
ancient land and hundreds of Chinese athletes have reached the front ranks in world
sports during the past four decades or so. Yet only fewer than 80 of them have been lucky
enough to wear an Olympic medal.

The XXIVth Olympic Games this coming September, which will receive top-flight
athletes from 161 countries and regions across the world, are expected to bring forth
some new stars and China will certainly try to make the best of the opportunity. But com-
petition will be so keen, and its outcome so unpredictable, in this world event that, until
its very end not even the experts will be able to tell what exactly will come of the Chinese
competitors. The Chinese sports people, on their part, remain cool-headed as they
silently apply themselves to serious preparations.

However, this album compiled by the Chinese Olympic Committee will bring into view
the fine images and spirit of the Chinese Olympic champions and future stars. Going over
its pages, one can feel the pulse of progress in sports in China. Those who care about
Chinese sports affairs might have a number of questions in mind: Has the Chinese
women’s volleyball team, the defending champion, passed its prime now that half of its
old members have been replaced with new players? How are things going with Li Ning,
the “Prince of Gymnastics”, Lou Yun, the “King of Vaulting Horse”, and their teammates?
Is sharpshooter Xu Haifeng, the first gold medallist at the last Olympics, planning to do
something remarkable again in Seoul? Will Luan Jujie, Asia’s premiere fleurette and
Olympic gold medallist, be able to defend her honour this time?

And there are those young hopefuls who have emerged in the last four years. Among
them we may mention 20-year-old He Zhuoqiang, who renewed world records four times
in eight months last year; Fan Di and Wang Huiying, whose unique stunts on the vauiting
horse and the uneven bars were included in the Code of Points for 1988 by the Fédération
Internationale de Gymnastique (FIG); Li Yueming, a new live-wire on the women’s vol-
leyball team; the world table tennis champions who will make their debut at the Olympics;
and the soccer team which has made it to the Olympic finals for the first time in history.
Can all these newcomers do well in the forthcoming Games?

The pictures in this album, which show the Chinese Olympians in spirited perfor-
mance, may give some clues to the answers of the above questions. | hope our readers
will find them informative and enlightening.

The Chinese Sports Delegation will go to the XXIVth Olympic Games with an earnest
desire to learn and exchange experience with their colleagues from other countries, as
well as a dogged determination to stand up to the chalienge of the world’s top contenders.
In pursuance of friendship, peace and progress and the Olympic spirit of “higher, faster
and stronger”, they will give the best of themselves, both in technical performance and
sportsmanship, so as to win honours for their country and make contributions to world
sports.

The Chinese sports people, who succeeded in “breaking the zero point” in gold
medal count at the last Olympics, are now working as hard as ever, “making a start from
zero” in their new effort to build their country into a sports power. Propelled by the reform
and open policy, China is making a take-off in sports. To reach the world level, it needs the
help and sympathy of the people and sports communities of other countries. Meanwhile
the world also needs to understand China. Let us work for the increase of understanding
and friendship between China and other countries through the medium of sports. Our
best regards to the athletes of the whole worid!

Zhang Caizhen

Vice-President of the Chinese Olympic Committee
Vice-Minister in charge of the State Physical Culture
and Sports Commission
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LI NING

THE name of Li Ning occupies an important position in modern gymnas-
tics. Gold medals never evaded him in any of the world events between 1982
and 1986. With a triple win to his credit, he got more gold medals than any
other Chinese contestants at the XXIlIrd Olympic Games. In 1987, although his
training was interrupted by injuries, he still played a key role in helping his
team to a second-place finish at the World Championships and in addition
earned a silver medal for himself in the rings event.

As an outstanding gymnast, Li Ning has every reason to be proud of him-
self for the two value parts named after him: “Rings Li Ning” (felge upward
rearward, backward and stemme to L-support) and “Parallel Bars Li Ning”
(from handstand: giant backward with 1/2 turn to support).

Li Ning is gifted in many ways. He has a good voice and as a singer he has
appeared on the stage and even in tv shows many times. He is also good at
painting, his favourite subject being bamboo. He is now going to try something
new — playing a part in a film at the invitation of its director.







Concentrating during a Thomas flair on
the horse.
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Performing on the floor at the 1-4th World
University Games.
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An artist as well as a gymnast, Li Ning spends much time doing
traditional Chinese painting.
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He also loves to sing popular songs.
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Amusing himself with playing the guitar.
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Lou Yun demonstrating the form that helped him win two gold medals at the Tth World University Games
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A spirited Lou Yun on his way to the A-A title at the Sixth National Games
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Playing the guitar is his favourite pastime.  Lou Yun and his girl friend admiring a trophy he won at a'world tournament.
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LOU YUN

LOU YUN, reputed as the “Vault-
ing-Horse King” in international
gymnastics circles, is actually a many-
sided gymnast. In his debut at the
1983 World Championships, he
placed first in the parallel bars and
third in the all-round. He also won
the vaulting horse and floor exercise
titles at both the 14th Universiade
and 24th World Championships in
1987.

Lou Yun’s performances are
characterized by neat movements
and high-floating saltos. In the World
Championships last year, he was sev-
eral times given full marks for his
flawless presentations in the floor
exercise and vaulting horse. Just
recently, he has incorporated into his
repertoire two value parts — “double
back stretched with full turn”(floor
exercise) and “handspring and salto
forward stretched with half turn”
(vaulting horse) — which will surely
add to his strength in future competi-
tions.
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CHEN CUITING

AT the 10th Asian Games
in 1986 a new star emerged
from the Chinese gymnastics
team. She was Chen Cuiting,
who alone accounted for three
gold and one silver medal.

Fondly called “Cuicui” by
her teammates, Chen Cuiting is

te girl of 15. She started
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Chen Cuiting, nicknamed “The Swallow of Asia”, took the all-round title at the Sixth National Games.
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e ' (I()ngrzltul;llions from Zhong Shitong,
AL L EE o former President of the All-China Sports Federation,
for her success at the Sixth National Games.

A novel stunt on the uneven bars.
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Winning a gold in the A-A event at the 10th Asian Games
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I'he “swallow™ spreading her wings over the floor
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Xu Zhigiang working on the vaulting horse at the 10th Asian Games \ pose on the floor
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At age 15, Fan Di alrcady has two world titles to her credit
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Her forte — “forward giant swing
from rcar grip to straddle front
somersault to forward 1/2 turn to
support on LB” — carned her a full
mark at the 2-4th World Champion-
ships.
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Tong Hui retained his title at the fifth edition of the World Cup
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