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American Idiom Drills & Sentence Patterns will prove to
be very useful to the student of English as a second
language. [t presents up-to-date idiomatic expressions
which are concisely defined and it also includes a series
of substitution drills for each entry. Written in a bi-

lingual format, this text will be an indispensable learning
aid to beginning and advanced students as well,
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American Idiom Drills & Sentence Patterns is one of a

. kind with its clegr and unique style. It is a perfect blend
of American idioms that will serve to increase not only a
students’. comprehension, but also his speaking ability.
This collection will prove valuable to those truly in-
terested in learning American English.
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American Idiom Drills and Sentence Patterns captures
the natural flow of current spoken American English in
the United States by making use of many of our idioms
and phrasings. As such, it teaches on a level beyond

communicating basic meaning that of spontaneously

expressing feelings and impressions as we do.
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American Idiom Drills & Sentence Patterns is especially
well-qualified for Chinese students of beginning to
advanced English The English used in this book is
standard, modern American English. The Pattern taught

are common ones that acquaint the student borh with

common idioms and with the proper usage of preposi-
tions, relative clauses, conjunctions, and other gram-

matical patterns that are difficult for Chinese speaking

students to master.
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Dialogue®® &

Frank :

Helen :

I'm at the end of my rope, Helen. Cousin Charlie
has got to go |

BEATH > B c EERXLLAMKN !

Now, Frank, try to.simmer down. We can't tell
him to clear out just like that.

%o M BB R . RAA R ERAMERT |

I'm sorry, Helen, but for the last three weeks I've
come home, after working all day, and there's
dear Cousin Charlie, lounging around in my
silk bathrobe, smoking my Havana cigars and
drinking my Brandy; and I'm not going to pw up
with it any longer.

K B BE=AK  FRTHFEERFE X REE
BB R B R MBS AIE ZPNE » T BB
BHPSEBES > WRHE W c RFEHZARTT !

Yes, dear, I know how you feeL Frankly, 1've never
known such an utter slod like him before in my life.
MBH > WT RO BB - RN » RN LR DER
fhE BB BN o

Well, I'd say it's time we had a showdowrn with that

~1~



deadbeat cousin of yours, Helen.
BEW > RERTRMFRIBLLLIZ 00T i R gy R i
T e

H: Cousin of mine? What do you mean ? He's not my

cousin! [ thought he was your cousin |

ROE R REFEHEER ? hARRHEL | RBLUR

fhERE AR !

F: What? And 1 thought he was your cousin!
HIE ) HRBM R R LE |

H: So, just who is this Cousin Charlie, anyway ¢
BER%  AERRIER%?

F: I don't know, Helen. But I'm afraid there's going

to be a sudden death in his family very soon.

BAME > WR - BERXERTTZ

Deinftion® & ]

L At the end of one's rope unable to endure, tolerate a
mEHAI M 0 LS K& condition or situation
BB HERRAMY
The mother of the kidnapped child was atf the end of
hier rope from worry when she received word that her

son had been released unharmed.

MEs & NHERD R ERE RS R/ RS RRER

R BT B <
Stmmey down to calm down, quiet down
R Ak, KR
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Children, recess is over, S0 simmer down and take your

seats, please.

BT (kBN RX AT LE NN o
3 Clear omt to ‘leave, go away
JEm _m ' -

When the fight broke out, Jack announced that the party

was over and asked everyone to clear out., -’

SEBA Y > BT H AR WL WAREDN o

A Put up with to tolerate, to endure
85 BB B2
She refused to pxi wp with his incessant gambling.
BB BRI ® o

8 Slob a sloppy person, someone with an

BB A  unattractive. untidy appearance
TERE » ARARHERAAY o
Look at the way that fat slob eats; a pig has better

manners.

BB RKAEE ; BHTHBHLMFRRE -
& Showdown a decisive action that brings matters to
Ny a climax
KU ERHTE  EWWBRBBE W
When Phillips was not given the raise in salary that he
had expected, he decided to have a showdowrn with the

boss.
FEEHMEMBTAOmMF » HREFERMRE o
1. Deadbeat one who lives @ff the welfare of others;

~ 3



WA HFLHM 4 worthless person

PN Kl A REETRA: 3 BRI

Everyone agreed that Mary's new boyfriend was nothing
but a deadbeat.
AEBEABBRFATHIWRE EEF MK -

[ Sentence Patterns &) |

L
—Frank
He
Helen's husband was at the end of his rope
The boy's father over the matter.

The missing girl's brother

The accused man
-
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He fipnally simmered down after

he had smoked a cigarette.
having a long talk with his wife.
his brief but angry outburst.
everyone had left the room,
gb('ing apologized to.

| having taken ihe tranquilizers.
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We can't

expect them to
demand that they
tell our guest to

force everyone to
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ékato
order him to

clear out, just

'ike that.
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4 She refused to put up with

his incessant gambling
his foul language

her boss's arrogance

her colleague's dishonesty any longer.
her roommate's weird friends
the student’s disr?specgful bﬂflmvi:jr
R
A A R 1 ? ]
wwmEma Y
TET T L S B
BRETRES | wrwoxs ’
A K
L LN {0k Jis
5
eats.
dresses,
Look at the way walks.
that fat siow talks with his mouth full.

picks his nose.

combs his hair,
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Jones had a showdowh with

his boss regarding
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his salary

his vacation.

a promotion.

a raise,

his resignation.

working overtime.
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parents agreed
friends thought
classmates said
Mary's sister also thought that her boyfriend was
neighbors knew a deadbeat.
older brother was
the first to say
" ER
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Vocabulary ¥ !%

lounge { 1aunds ) ik

silk ( silk ) ##

bathrobe ( 'babrob ) Y

smoke { smok ]} g

cigar ( si'gar ] £

frankiy ( ‘frenkh ) i

utter ( A ] PN T RN
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Dialogue & K&

David :

Barbara :

D:

Iy

Barbara, how do you like your new job 9

EER o RERRAVE TFIE 9

I like it. But how did you know about my new
job? I wanted to surprise you.

B N"BREEBMERNHE THFEIREARRE-To
I just heard through the grapevine something about
you landing a job with some travel agency down
town. You can still fill me in on the details.

R B R ERE REAR T THIRE— 1B T - RARGHE
MEEFRK o

Well, two weeks agoe [ got a fip about a possibie
job opening at Ace Travel Agency over on Franklin
Avenue.

AAMAELATRES - EHARAR REZERAEDY
—PARFT At AT BER (BT AF ©

Sure, 1 think T know the place.

e R RABEK W e

Well, anyway, [ muaae a beeline over to their office,
hac 4an interview with the manager. nd was told |

to start wuyhk the next dav.



Rz REESEMMNELE BEEEXT - R
MR B - REBRTIF o

That's really great, Barbara. So, what do you do
there exactly ?

B &SR o B RE A R ?

Right now I'm basically just a secretary, but if
I'm given the chance, I want to become a travel

agent there.

BRiBREX FRE-HERE  TANRAMANE  BE

EBROETCEA o

Don’t tell me your're already bucking for a promo-

tion.

NEFRKERERRT o

" No, of course not. I've got a lot to learn yet.

In the meantime, | just want to be a good

secretary and not slep on anyone's toes.

Y ERYH  c RERMNRS XR - B NRAEE M

 WR REEEMA o

Well, 1 wish you luck.
" o FARIREF R o

Definitionse &%

L Through the grapevine an indirect, circuitous source of

Lk 3.

information; news, rumors
passed on by word of mouth

MEnRE R AoERYPE AR
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