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You will interview people who speak a
foreign language and write about an aspect
of language learning that interests you.
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Every human being is capable of learning his or her native language perfectly, and
this is usually a painless process. Why, ther, is learning a second language often so

tedious and time-consuming? s learning a second language easier for some people
than others?

activity L ' Look at the photos on the preceding page and answer the following questions.

1. Why is a second or foreign language important or useful for the people in
each of the photos?

2. Can you think of other reasons to learn a second or foreign language?

3. How do you think each person in the pictures who is using a foreign or
second language probably learned the language?

Chapter One * Language and Learning 3



activity 2

Interview a classmate about his or her language-learning experiences. Use the
following questionnaire and add your own questions, if you wish.

QUESTIONNAIRE
1. How many languages do you know? What are they?

2. Rate your ability in your second language(s):

Foreign language 1:

(Circle the appropriate number.)
1 2 3 4 5 6

Poor Excellent
Foreign language 2:
1 2 3 4 5 6

Poor Excellent

Foreign language 3:
1 2 3 4 5 6

Poor Excellent

3. Think about the foreign language you are the most fluent in. How
did you learn it (for example, in school, while traveling, working,
or studying in the country)?

4. To what extent was a teacher responsible for your success in

learning this language?

1 2 3 4 5 6
Not responsible Very
at all responsible

5. To what extent were you responsible for your success in learning
this language?

1 2 3 4 5 6
Not responsible Very
at all responsible

Mosaic IV ¢ Writing



6. What other factors contributed to your learning this language (for
example, books, tutors, classmates, the language itself was easy,
native speakers were helpful)?

7. Try to describe some of the learning strategies you used while you
were learning this language. Examples of strategies are:
» having conversations with strangers
« keeping a notebook with you at all times
« asking native speakers for help
« making flashcards

8. In your opinion, which is the better way to learn a foreign lan-
guage, in class or out of class?

Reading for Ideas

The following article is from the New York Times. In this article, the writer states
that although it is common in New York to encounter people of many different
language backgrounds, learning one of the languages they speak is another story
altogether. The author presents some factors to consider before enrolling in a
language class. Before you read, answer the questions.

ading 1. In your opinion, what makes a good language learner?
ions

2. Describe an effective language teacher.

3. Inafew words, describe the ideal foreign language curriculum for you
(types of books, subjects, length of course, and so on).

Chapter One * Language and Learning



