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I never knew anyone who’d grown up in Jackson without being
afraid of Mrs. Calloway, our libration. She ran the library absolutely
by herself, from the desk where she sat with her back to the books and
facing the stairs, her dragon eye on the front door, where who knew
what kind of person might come in from public? SLENOE in big black
letters was on signs tacked up everywhere. She herself spoke in her
normally commanding voice ; every word could be heard all over the li-
brary above a steady seething sound coming from her electric fan; it
was the only fan in the library and stood on her desk, turned directly
onto her streaming face.
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