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THE STOCKBROKER’S
CLERK

After, A. Conan Doyle

1 For three months after moving to the
Paddington district I was very busy, and saw
little of my friend Sherlock Holmes, for I had
no time to visit Baker Street, and he seldom
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went anywhere himself except on professional
business. | was surprised, therefore, when one
morning in June, as [ was reading the British
Medical Journal after breakfast, [ heard 4 ring
of the bell and my old fnend entered the house.
2 “Ah, my dear Watson, "said he coming
into the room. “I am delighted to see you. |
hope that Mrs. Watson has recovered from all
the little excitements connected with our ad-
venture of the *Sign of Four’?”

3 “Thank you, we arc both very well,”
said | shaking him warmly by the hand.

4 “You are ready 10 come to Bimingham,
then®”

) “Certainly, what 1s the case?”

6 “You shall hear it all in the train. My

client is outside 1n a cab. Can you come at
once?”

7 “In an instant. "I rushed upstairs to ex-
plain the matter to my wile, and joined
Holmes upon the door-step.

8 “This gentleman in the cab is my client,
Mr. Hall Pyeroft, 7 said Holmes. “ Allow me to
introduce you 1o him. Hurry ap, cabby, for we
have only just time to catch our train.”

9 The man who was sitting opposite me
was a well-built young fellow with a frank,
honest face. And only when we were all in a
first-class carriage on our way to Birmingham
was 1 able to learn what trouble had brought
him to Sherlock Holmes.

10 “We have a run of seventy minutes, "
Holmes remarked. “I want you, Mr. Hall Py-
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croft, to tell my friend your very interesting
stary exactly as you have told it to me, or with
more detail if possible. It is a case, Watson,
which may prove to have something in it, or
may prove to have nothing. Now, Mr. Py.
croft, I shall not interrupt vou again, ™

B Cur young companion looked at me
with a fwinkle in his eye.
12 “The worst of the story is, " said he,

“that | show myself up as such a fool. [ am not
very good at telling a story, Dr. Wartson, but it
is like 1this with me,

13 “1 saw a vacancy at Mawson and
Williams, the great stockbroking {firm in Lom-
bard Street. I can tell you that this is one of
the richest firms in London. The advertise-
ment was to be answered by letter only. T sent
in my testimonial and application, but without
the least hope of getting the situation. An an-
swer came bhack by return saying that if
would appear next Monday | might take over
my new duties at once, provided that my ap-
pearance was satisfactory.

14 “And now [ come to the strange part
of the busincss, Well, { was sitting in my room
smoking the very evening after T had been
promised the appointment, when my landlady
came up with a card which had ‘ Arthur Pin-
ner, fhinancial agent ' printed upon it. I had nev-
er heard the name before and could not imag-
ine what he wanted wiih me, but of course 1
asked her o show him up. He carne in. He was

a nuddle-sized, dark-haired. darkeved, black-
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bearded man. He spoke sharply, like a man
that knew the value of time.

15 “*Mr. Hall Pyeroft, 1 believe?’ said he.
16 " Yes, sir, ' | answered, and pushed a
chair towards him.

17 “‘On the staff of Mawson's?’

18 “*Quite so.

19 “‘Well, ’ said he, ‘ the fact is that 1

have heard some really extraordinary stories
about your financial ability!”’

20 “"Of course 1 was pleased to hear this. |
had always been pretty smart in the office, but
[ had never dreamed that [ was talked about in

the City.

21 “*You have a good memory? ’ said he.
22 “‘Pretty fair, ’ 1 answered modestly,
23 “‘Have you kept in touch with the

market while you have been out of work? " he
asked.

24 “*Yes, I read the Stock Exchange List
EVery morming. ’
25 “*Now, that shows real application!’

he cried, ‘ that is the way to prosper! You
won 't mind my testing vou , will vou” Let me
sec! How are Ayrshires?’

26 “'One hundred and five, 1o one hun-
dred and five a quarter. ’

27 ““And New Zealand Consolidated?’

28 “*A hundred and {our.’

29 “* And British Broken Hills?'

30 “*5cven to seven and six.

31 “*Wonderful! "he cried with his hands

up. " This quite fits in with all that I have
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heard. My boy, my boy, you are very much too
good to be a clerk at Mawson’s!’

32 “This cutburst rather astonished me,
‘Well, "said 1, ‘other people don’t think quite
so much of me as you seem to do, Mr. Pinner.
1 had a hard cnough fight to get this situa-
tion, and [ am very glad 1 have it.’

33 “*Oh, man. You are not in your true
sphere, What 1 have to offer is little enocugh
when compared with your ability, but when
compared with Mawson's it is as light to
dark. Let me see! When do you go 10
Mawson's?’

34 “*On Monday .’

35 “‘Ha, ha!l bet that you won’t go there
at all. ’

36  “‘Not go to Mawson's?’

37 “*No, sir. By that day you will be busi-

ness manager of the Franco-Midland Hardware
Company, Limited, with one hundred and
thirty-four branches in the towns and villages
of France, not counting one in Brussels and
one in San Reno!’

38 “*This took my breath away. ‘1 ncver
heard of i1, 'said 1.
39 “*Very likely not. It has been kept

very quiet, for the capital was all privately
subscribed. My brother, Harry Pinner, joins
the board as managing director. He knew that
| was here, and he asked me 10 find an ener-
getic young man. We can only offer you a beg-
garly five hundred o start with.

40 “*Five hundred a year! ' [ shouted.
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41 “*Only that at the beginning, but you
are to have a commission of 1 per cent on all
business done by your agents, and yvou may
take my word for it that this will come to
more than your salary.’

42 “‘But 1 know nothing about hard-
ware.

43 “* Never mind, my boy, vou know
about figures. ’

44 “1 was so excited that 1 could hardly

sit still in the chair. But suddenly I began to
doubt.

45 “*T must be frank with you, ’said 1.
‘Mawson only gives me two hundred bur
Mawson is a well known firm. Now, really 1
know so little zhout your company that. '’

46 “*Ah! "he cried in a kind of ecstasy ol
delight, * You are the very man for us! Now
here's a note for a hundred pounds; and if you
think we can do husiness you may just put 1t

into your pocket as an advance upon your
salary!’

47 “*That is very handsome, ’ said 1.
‘When shall I begin my new work?’

48 “*Be 1in Birmingham tomorrow at
one, said he.

49 “*1 have a note in my pocket here

which you will take to my brother. You will
tind him at 126, Corporation Street, where the
temporary offices of the company are situated.
Of course he must confirmn your engagement,
but between ourselves it will be all right. °
50 “‘Reallv. | hardly know how to ex-
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