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It has long been a dream for us to write a book on how to get into the top U.S. graduate schoois.
It has taken almost two years for us to materialize this idea. At the meantime, we have visited many
top U.S. graduate schools, interviewed admission people and up to 100 successful applicants. We
have also been through tons of American publications on this topic, which have provided some of
the strong systematic tools for this book.

A project like this is no doubt teamwork. Most of our cases come from the people we know very
well and who have received our guidance and consultancy in their application strategies, essays and
visa applications. We have been like a family since day one. We are very pleased to see that all the
members in this team have been working closely not just to accomplish this project, but also helping
each other in the application processes and visa preparations. In this family, we have strong
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MIT), Second Prize Winner in World Robot Contests, etc. while most of us are ordinary people who
have managed to maximize our credentials and marketed ourselves successfully. We are grateful to
all who contributed to the richness of this book and offered valuable suggestions.

The first edition of this book is published in 2003, two years after 9- 11 and the same year SARS
broke out and was put down. Admissions to top U.S. graduate schools and visas to America are
especially hard this year considering the sluggish U.S. economy and the SARS. This year is also
very important and symbolic because 5 years later, when Beijing will be holding the 2008 Olympic
Games, most of our team members who will receive their Ph. D. degrees from the top U.S.
graduate schools can come back to China. We are proud of our great country and her great growth,
and it is our great pleasure to contribute to her growth.
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