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The Road Not Taken
Robert Frost

Two roads diverged' in a yellow wood,
And sorry | could not travel both

And be one traveler, long | stood

And looked down one as far as | could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim?
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing® there
Had womn them really about the same.

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
| doubted if | should ever come back.
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| shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
| took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.
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Too Dear’ for the Whistle

Benjamin Franklin

When | was a child of seven years old, my friends,
on a holiday, filled my pocket with coppers. | went at
once to a shop where they sold toys for children. Being
charmed with the sound of a whistle that | had seen by
the way, in the hands of another boy, | handed over all
my money for one. | then came home, and went
whistling all over the house, much pleased with my
whistle, but disturbing all the family. My brothers and
sisters and cousins, when | told of the bargain | had
made, said | had given four times as much as the
whistle was worth. They put me in mind of? what good
things | might have bought with the rest of the money,
and faughed at me so much for my folly® that | cried
with vexation®. Thinking about the matter gave me
more chagrin® than the whistie gave me pleasure.

This, however, was afterwards of use to me, for
the impression continued on my mind, so that often,
when | was tempted to buy something | did not need, |
said to myself, "Dont give too much for the whistie
and | saved my money. As | grew up, came into the
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