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STRUGTURE AND WRITTEN
EXPRESSION

The Structure and Written Expression Section of
the TOEFL® Test

Section 2 of the TOEFL® Test tests your understanding of English grammar. The
section is divided into two parts, with a different type of question in each part:

A: Structure (questions 1-15) tests sentence completion.
B: Written Expression (questions 16-40) tests error identification.

The number of items in the Structure and Written Expression parts are as
follows:

Short Long
Form Form
Structure 15 23
Written Expression 25 37
Total 40 60
Time 25 minutes 35 minutes

* Language: Section 2 tests standard written English. The language in this
section is more formal than the language in the listening Comprehension
section. There will be no contractions (there’s) or idiomatic expressions.

* Topics: The topics in Section 2 are about academic subjects: the physical
sciences (astronomy, geology), social sciences (anthropology, nutrition), or
the arts and humanities (music, art). But you do not have to know about these
subjects to answer the questions.

There are cultural references to the United States and Canada. These
references may be to people, places, or things related to the United States and
Canada, but you do not have to know any of these references or facts. All you
have to do is concentrate on the structure of the sentence. A knowledge of the
facts referred to in this section are entirely irrelevant to your score.

* Grammar points tested: Although a wide range of grammar points is tested,
certain grammar points occur over and over again. Each chapter of this text
concentrates on a particular grammar point tested on the TOEFL® Test.

xiii
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TACTICS

There are two ways of answering the questions appearing on the TOEFL® Test.

1. By analyzing the grammar of a sentence: In the Structure part you can
analyze the part that is missing, and in the Written Expression part the
incorrect underlined item can be worked out.

2. By using your intuition: Some people ‘‘feel’” an answer is right or
wrong, although they may not know the grammar. This way may work
for a person who has learned English by listening and speaking.

STRATEGIES FOR STRUCTURE AND WRITTEN
EXPRESSION

® Familiarize yourself with the directions for both parts so you do not waste
time reading the directions and examplcs.

* Answer every item. If you do not know the answer, do not leave a blank
space. Always guess, even if you do not know. Wrong answers will not count
against you. You can use a ‘‘guess’’ letter. A guess letter is one letter, A, B, C,
or D), that you can use to answer all the items you do not know. You are more
likely to get some correct if you use the same letter through the whole test
than if you change letters all the time.

* Use your time carefully. Always read the four choices, even if they seem easy.
You may make a careless mistake by answering a question too quickly. Don’t
lose time thinking about something you do not know. Mark the item lightly
on your answer sheet so you can go back to it later. Go on to the next item.
You should not spend more than thirty seconds per item.
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Most Common Errors in Written Expression’
Error Category Frequency

Word form 21%
Word choice 15
Verbs 12
Parallel structure

Pronouns

Singular/plural nouns

Verbals (infinitives, gerunds, participles)
Prepositions

Articles

Comparative and superlatives

Word order

Conjunctions

Redundancy

Other types of errors

N =N& 2V AACIO

" Based on Bruce Roger’s analysis of 20 different exams that test takers were
allowed to keep after Disclosed Test Admission.
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