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FOREWORD

Many years’ experience in teaching Chinese to foreign
students in China and abroad have brought home to us the
need for a comprehensive series of Chinese textbooks suitable
for students whose mother tongue is not Chinese. The Modern
Chinese Course published in 1958 is a textbook of Chinese
phonetics and grammar. The present six volumes of the
Modern Chinese Readers are based on our classroom work in
the last few years and intended to provide material for more
advanced reading. The two sets of textbooks together furnish
a more or less comprehensive course in Chinese, covering
characters, phonetics and grammar as well as lessons in
reading.

In selecting reading material for the ‘Modern Chinese
Readers, we have tried:

1. To choose texts in clear, correct Chinese graded ac-
cording to the students’ level. Except for a few original
works by well-known authors, the rest are abridged or re-
written versions or excerpts from longer works. The, length
of each lesson has been restricted. Or the average, there
are about 500 characters in each lesson in the first and
second volumes; 1,000 characters in the third and fourth
volumes; and 2,000 characters in the fifth and sixth volumes.
New words are kept down to an appropriate number in the
first four volumes, with approximately 30 new words for
every B00 characters.

2. To give specimens of different forms of writing. Al-
though narration is the chief form used in the lessons, ex-
amples of other forms of composition are also included. The

iv




lessons have been chosen also to meet practical needs. For
instance, one fourth of the lessons in the first volume are
conversations about school life. A certain amount of written
Chinese for practical purposes is given in the thxrd and
fourth volumes.

3. To give equal weight to conversational and written
Chinese. The lessons in the first and second volumes are, to
a great extent, written in spoken Chinese with the tones
indicated so that the students can use them for recitation.
The fhird and fourth vohirnes continue to stress conversa-
tlonal Chinese, although they begin to 1nc1ude an appro-
_pna.te amount of written Chinese. = The fifth and sixth vel-
umes are devoted mostly to drill in the written language.

At the end of each lesson are a list of new words, a
number of notes and exercises. The characters listed under
New, Words are not strictly words, but may be component
parts of a word, or word-groups. In the case of those
Wwhich the compilers consider as words, the parts of speech
are given. All characters which have not been studied pre-
v1ously ~are marked with asterisks when they appear in a
hst of new words in order to call the students’ attention to
thepil () I S TNY | ;

", 7, The :Notes cover a, ra.ther w1de range of subjects. They
include illustrative e‘:amples of Chinese syntax, the use of
par'a.cles explanations .of a word which has several meanings
or a won;d wluch .can be used as different parts of speech,

mpansons w1th analogous words, definitions of idioms and
g:xa;;}ples of ;their use, syntactic analysis of long sentences,
‘g.nd‘,ggpéa}g@tlogs;ofr allusions, classical Chinese, local dialect
and gpecial terms, For the sake- of consistency, the same
granymatical . system. .and: terminology are adopted in the
:Not%*as in the Mad@m Chinese Course.




The Exercises are designed to give ample drill in the
Chinese language. The emphasis is laid on reviewing and
mastering words and phrases in frequent use.

When the original works of well-known authors and ex-
cerpts from lengthy works are used, a footnote gives a short
introduction to the work and its author.

We estimate that this series of Chinese textbooks can be
taught over a period of four years. During the first stage,
that is, the first two years, the two volumes of the Modern
Chinese Course and the first two volumes of the Modern
Chinese Readers can be used as the chief textbooks, each sup-
plementing the other. Students can start on the Modern
Chinese Readers cither after finishing both volumes of the
Modern Chinese Course or on completing its first volume.
During the second stage, that is, the last two years, students
can concentrate on the last four volumes (76 lessons) of the
Modern Chinese Readers. The teacher, of course, can decide
what method best suits the specific conditions of the country
where he is working.

After completing the four-year course, students should
be able to read an ordinary Chinese newspaper or magazine
with the help of a dictionary, carry on a conversation about
everyday life in Chinese, and use Chinese as 2 tool in their
work.

The Modern Chinese Course and the Modern Chinese
Readers contain more than 8,000 basic characters and a vocab-
ulary of over 7,500 words. ' This amounts to over 96 per
cent of the characters in Common Characters, a list published
by the Mlmstry of Education of the People’s Republic of
China in 1952. These characters and words are collected
in a' New-Word List and a Little Dictionary which are
printed in a supplementary volume together with a List of
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Unsimplified Characters and Characters with Variant Forms,
as a reference book for the students. To equip the students
with useful everyday expressions, the compilers have also
prepared a Piclures in Everyday Chinese for study outside
the class.

Our thanks are due to Yeh Sheng-tao, Hsu Shih-yung,
Liu Sung-tao, Chang Chih-kung, Chiang Chung-jen and other
experts in different fields, who have read the manuscript and
made many valuable suggestions, and to Tang Po-wen and
Chou Chia-tsan, who have translated the explanations into
English.

Owing to the limited ability of the compilers and the
short space of time at their disposal, mistakes are inevit-
able. We hope that readers will point them out to- us.

.The compilers are Chu Tsu-yen, Lu Shih-kuang, Chung
Chm Wen Kuo-hua, Jen Hsi-ning, Li Ching-hui, Wang Mai,

Li Nai-chung, Chia Yu-feng, Tien Kuei-wen, Meng stng— :

chao, Shih Pao-yi and Chang Lung-hu.
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE

The publication of this series of Chinese textbooks for
- foreign students makes desirable a slight change in the title
of a two-volume Chinese course, published hitherto by the
Epoch Publishing House, from Modern Chinese Reader to
Modern Chinese Course, a title to be used by our Press for
its future editions. Hence, the Modern Chinese Course men-
tioned in the Foreword and Notes of this book refers to that
two-volume Chinese course. '

September 1964
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23
()
(4)
()
%)
()
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(&)
(4)
@ )
(4)
(4)

(&)

[shiljid] summer vacation

(jid] A (i. e. first in order)

[yl] B (i.e. second in order)
[jidqi] vacat'io;'l, holidays
[tiytchdng] stadium, sports ground
[béwiguin] museum
[tiinwénguin] planetarium
[dbngwﬁyuén] 200

fihiﬁwén] botanical gardens

[huédéng] to move, to stir, to be
active; activities

[mdishh] art, the fine arts

.[zh&nl&nhui] exhibition

[gudngbd] to broadcast; radio broadcast
[dié.ritdi] (#] radio station
[shulli] hydraulic, water-power

[fadidnzhan] [g] power station




7. ,g'} -,',j(* (&) [ydéuyong] to swim

18. &ll ¥ [huéchuidn] to row (a boat); boating
19. fp*gls (%) [jidowai] outskirts, suburb
20. j%;': S (#) [yiyl] significance, meaning, interest
=\ AR | NOTES
(=) # 1. 48
“|MB—NERBE “#p” is an adverb of extent,

KBS . CHRENEY, The persons or thmg‘s it qualifies
- usually come before it, e.g.

—R K, BEECHRIE.

LR

W % AEREPEA,
(The teachers are all Chines!e.)
OERREFEIANAZTHANREFEF

(I should think we all had a good time this summer vacation.)

(ReNBH B 17 H) (See Modern Chinese Course, Lesson 17)
AN, EOZER, But sometimes, in colloquial

AT B KR Y, W Chinese, the persons or things it

overns may also be placed after
PEEHEE. M e i

) L3 2 AR EIOLERIL T

(What places did.you go to during the vacation?)

W AL A A 2 A &

(What is there in the co-operative store?)




