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“Urban Design and Architectural Design for Blocks No0.22 and No.23-1 in Shenzhen
Central District”

It includes the SOM’s proposal of urban design and architectural guidelines for two
large city blocks, and the results of architectural competitions according to those
guidelines. Based on field investigation, careful observation, and convincing urban
design analysis, SOM split the existing blocks into many smaller blocks. The Ameri-
can firm also created two small neighborhood parks in the middle of each of the origi-
nal blocks, in order to open up the landscape and add value to each block. SOM’s
urban design guidelines for controlling street character and building massing have
even been implemented in later design competitions. This is a rare case in China where

urban planning concepts have been fully carried through to completion.
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