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- Passage 1

The best way to improve your reading ability is, of course, to read. The student must
make a real effort to improve his speed, and if necessary his comprehension(Fg f#), with
each exercise. Too many students read passages passively and without judgement: they
simply start at the first word and read through to the end: You should read a passage ac-
tively, selectively and purposely (ff H f9 #£). You must Hilleve that you indeed have the
ability to read faster and understand more, and that you will

Reading, like everything else in life, 1s best done when you're relaxed. The key to im-
prove it is concentration (8 #1). You must be willingto break some old habits and form
new ones. Extra body movement, such as turning $he head from side to side, pointing at
the line with a finger or pencil, or moving th&lips, sHould be stopped immediately. Read-
ing is mostly a mental process (i #) and body movement helps neither speed nor com-
prehension. Then you should see words as part ,pf a whole sentence or paragraph, not
just in isolation. This is why a slow, word—by®word student often understands far less, or
miss much of the joy and excitement of readm,

The student must learn to improve readjég dkills on their own, and not just when a

teacher is looking over his shoulder. Readiﬁ'g improvement takes discigyge and effort.
Don't give up.

( ) 1. The best title for this passage is - ;
A. Reading Faster B. Understanding Better
. How to Improve Your Reading D. Don't Give Up

( ) 2. The phrase "in isolation” in the second paragraph probably means

A.in aword -B. separately
C. one word ‘D. siowly

( ) 3. You may conclude that whether you can improve your reading depends on

A. your attitude (Z ) B. your good habits of reading
C. discipline D. all of the above
( ) 4. Which of the following is true according to the passage?
A. When reading, you'd better point at the line with a pencil.
B. When reading, you should turn your head from side to side.



C. When reading, you should pay attention to the basic unit of meaning.
thatis, a phrase or a sentence that contains an idea.

D  Body movement will help you to improve reading.

( ) 5. According to the passage, which of the following is NOT true?

A. Reading skills must be practised not only within the classroom but also

~ athome.

B. You should recognize that noticeable improvement in reading will not
happen overnight.

C. You can do best work when you‘re reiaxed.

_D/ It doesn’t matter moving vour lips when you read.

Passage 2

There are many words in the English language. You will never know the meaning of
every word in English. When you read, you will often find many words that you do not
know. You will not have enough time to stop reading and try to find every new word in a
dictionary. %

Sometimes you can guess a new word because you _lsnow some of the parts of the
new word. For example, if a word ends in the letters—er, thal word might be the name for
a person or thing that does a certain action. A writer is a person who writes. Sometimes
it is not enough to know the parts of a new word to understand it, but it will help you’
many times. . '

Read the following sentences ver’i.:arefully and try to guess the meaning of each un-
derlined word.

( ) 1. They chose an unfrequented spot to put up the tent.
A, Twb i # By C. F¥ %t D. RFiE#
( ) 2. The disobedient studentsﬂe forced to leave school.

A HAH B. ¥ 3P C. Aok Ay D. e L
( ) 3. I need to open the can of béans‘ Where is the can opener?

A FFITA B. FFH# C. Fx D. EF#u
( ) 4. The box of chocolates was irresistible.

A R H B. KEAH C BAFAH D EHEH
( ) 5. Won't you reconsider your decision to leave the club?

A ER—T B. & & C. iAW D. EHIAH
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( ) 6. The visitor gave us a lengthy talk.

A HEEH B. BEH C. fRi# D. ey
( ) 7. They are marching courageously forward in the teeth of difficulties.

A I B M C. #EH D. Bk
( ) 8. What characterizes the current world situation is the danger of war.

A %5 B M C. A% D BA. S
() 9. Iheard the newsin;lirectly. . '

A E# B M C H# D. Wi RE

( ) 10. He has everything he wants; he’s an enviable young man.

A EFRIE B. A EHH C. Re4E D. EF% &

Passage 3

When you read English, you will sometimes find a word that vou do not know. If
you do not know a word, what should you do? You might stop reading in order to look
up every new word in your dictionary, but that will take a lot of your time.

Another quick, excel}enl rhhod of finding the meaning of a new word is by using
the conteyt, The context meanﬂlié*other words around your new word.

fe?®o you kno'w.the word "knob”? Read this sentence and then you may
have guessed the meaning.

Please turn the knob on thq]eft until you find an FM station that plays good music.

The important words in this example are “turn, on the left, FM, and music”. Now
you should know that a knob is the part of the radio that you turn to find a station.

Read the following sentcﬁceé carefully and find the meaning of each underlined
word by using the context.

( ) 1. After Mrs. Brown put the letter in the en’ve']_ope, she sealed it and put a stamp
LY —

on it. e
A. open B. closed C.sent D. put
( )} 2. Iforgot to put the bread back in the bag, and now it is stale.
A. white B. soft C. hard " D. nice
( ) 3. Her real name is Margaret, but everyone calls her Margie. Margie is her nick-
name,
A.short name B. full name C. first name D. last name

{ ) 4. This kind of flower El_rives in this area because the weather is warm, the soil is
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excellent, and there is a lot of rain.
A grows well B. makes a few flowers
C. doesn't grow D. dies
( ) 5. The capital of that country was Antigua, but later it was moved to Guatemala
City. Today Guatemala City is the permanent capital.

A most important B. very big

C. very famous D. lasting for a long time or for ever
( } 6. 1like the colour of this shirt, but I do not like the way the fziric_feels.

A. material B. price C. color D. pattern

( ) 7. John dreads his final history test tomorrow. He knows that it will be
extremely difficult.
A.knows he will gss B. reads
C. knows the answar of D. is afraid of

( ) 8. Everyone agreed that®he woman in the photo was gorgeous. It was easy to
see why she had won thegbeauty contest.
A. angry B. begutiful C. ugly D. careful

( ) 9. Today was a very hectié"ﬁlgy for me. I woke up late, hurried to the office,
worked until four, went to"the store, cooked dinner, and washed clothes. I'm
certainly very tired.
A, lucky B. unlucky C. interesting D. busy

( ) 10. John gave his sister a pair of large green and black shoes for her birthday. It

was really an odd present.

A. expensive B. strange C. nice D. good

Passage 4

In order to do reading exercises very quickly and very accurately (¥§#), you must be
able to find an answer for a question rapidly. If you read the paragraph very carefully,
you can find the answer easily. However, you need to learn to find the correct answer as
quickly as you can. It is very important to be both correct and fast.

Questions for reading exercises often ask the same kinds of questions. These ques-
tions often ask who, what, when, where, why, which or how. You must know what kind
of information each question is asking for.

For practice, read each question word and then circle the letter of the correct
answer.
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( )1 What.?
A in 18356

C. the day after tomorrow
( ) 2. Why...?
A last week
C. very carefully
{ ) 3. Which...?
A. at seven o’clock
C. all over the world
{ ) 4. Where...?
A. New York
C. French
( ) 5. How...?
A. % 1000
C. a sharp knife
( ) 6. How much...?
A_in fifteer minutes
C. five metres long
() 7. When...?
A. all over the table
C. ten days before the test
( ) 8. How soon...7
A.in several weeks
C. after that
( ) 9. Who...?

A a cooker B. a poster
( ) 10, How hot...?
A.slight hot  B. terribly hot

W

sy}

jus]

w

B.
D.

B.
D.

. anew car

. with great speed

.for some ice
. my mother tongue

. the fourth
. on the first floor

. Greek
. Canadian

. with the help of others
. careless

. £ 3300
. the population of the country

in the southern area
once a month

on Monday morning

shortly after his death
C. a savage D. a tanker
C. a few hot D. much hot

Passage 5

Understanding a given sentence is often the key to understanding an entire para-
graph. For this reason, sentence study is an important reading skill to master. In the fol-
lowing exercise, you will learn how to find the details in the sentences by answering ques-
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tions about them and how to form conclusions about them.

(

) 1.
) 2,
) 3.
) 4.

) /A

You must fill out the second and third questions, but you should leave the first
question out.

How many questions do you have to answer?

A. Zero. B. One. C.Two. D.Three.

Tom and Mike asked Paul to play basketball, but he.\;a‘s too tired.

Who probably did not play? ST

A.Tom. B. Mike. C. Paul.” - D. Mike and Paul.

The answers to the questions which were in part 4 of the first English test that
we had were quite easy for most of the students.
How many parts did the test have? -

A. First. B. Ol four.
C. At least four. D. F;?’t!bfl?ty more than four.
There are a dozen books on the reading ligt for the students in that English

class, but a student does not have to read qpore than half.

How many books might a student have tos ?

A. 6. B.7. c.1. ™ p2

Mr Smith was offered a flight on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, or Saturday

' but turped down the first two because of previously scheduled (FifeZeHEfF i)

) 6.

) 7.

) 8.

appointments and the weekend as well.

When did he probably fly somewhere?

A. Monday. B. Wednesday. C. Friday. D. Saturday.
The doctor gave my sister some medicine, but it didn’t change her condition.
A. My sister didn’t like the medicine.

B. My sister took the medicine.

C. The medicine made my sister sick.

D. The medicine changed her condition.

When I tried to mail my letter to Japan today, I didn’t have enough money be-
cause [ didn’t know the post office changed the price of a stamp.

A. ltis impossible to mail a letter to Japan.

B. 1 don't know where | lost my money.

C. The price of postage went up.

D. The post office was closed today.

Mr and Mrs Brown’s son makes good grades, but Mr and Mrs Smith’s don't.
A. The Browns have more than one son.

'B. The Smiths have more than one son..

—f —

C. The Smiths’ son is more handsome.
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D. Mrs Brown is a good teacher. ‘
The TV set costs about two hundred dollars more than I have at present; In
fact, I must be crazy (L) to agree to pay six hundred dollars for one TV set.

A. My present TV does not work well,

B. I'm buying a TV set as a present.

C. I'he‘m‘c_%osts four hundred dollars.

D. 1 have # g two hundred more dollars.

( .) 10. The paintlrébhlmight wall is of a forest in which there are several small,

colorful birds"fthreenish background; however, the painting on the left
wall is of a mndern;__cill in which you can see many tall buildings against a
colourless sky. b

A The sky in the forestalnﬂng is very colourful.

B. The city painting lacksa ot of colour.

C. The birds in the forest painting are green.

D. The city painting is on the right wall.

s

Passage 6

In this exercise, you'll read some more sentences and form a conclusion about cach
sentence. Pay special attention to the tough enes.

( )1
« )2
( )3

Tom arrived at seven o'clock, which was fifteen minutes after the film had be-
gun. He has been there for an hour now,

What time is it now?

A7 B.7:15 C.6:45 D.8

So although the weather was very changeable and in some cases caused us se-
rious inconvenience (- {&), on the whole our holiday, which we had planned in
great detail several months before, turned out to be satisfactory.

What turned out to be satisfactory?

A. The weather. B. We. C. Our holiday. D. On the whole.
It must not be forgotten that the willingness with which a person will move
from the house where he has lived all his life and settle in an old people’s home
is an important factor (%) in planning for the aged.

What is an important factor in planning for the aged?
A. The willingness. B. A person.



C. The old peaple. D. The aged.
( )} 4. The film she told me about and advised me to see when we met the other week
at~—-1I think———Celia’s party turned out to be very dull.

What turned out to be very dull?
A. Celia’s party. B. The film.

C. She and her party. D. The other week.
( ) 5. Most of the cars that Beth likes, such as the Mercedes— Benz and the Rolls
Royce, are unbelievably expensive, and they are difficult to repair as well.

What kind of car does Beth have? :
A. A Mercedes—Benz. B. A Rolls Royce.

C. One that is difficult to repair. D. We don't know.

( ) 6. So far we have completed fewer than half of the twenty lessons in the same
reading book that their class has almost finished.
A. We have done ten lessons of the book.

8. The book has about ten lessons in it.
C. The other class has done more than half.
D. Fewer than half of the lessons are the same.

{ X7~ Dan talks a great deal about moving from his present home in Houston to a
smaller town; however, that is the same thing he has been saying since he
moved there six years ago. '

A. He is still living in Houston.

B. He wants to leave his small town.

C. He has been in a small town for six years.

D. He moved to Houston after living in a small towr.

( )} 8. The blue book, which discusses politics, costs twenty— tweo dollars, but the red
book, which also discusses politics, costs less than half as much.
A, The four books cost about thirty*thrée dollars.

B. The red book is less expensive than the blue one.
C. Each blue book costs exactly eleven dollars.
D. Each red book costs exactly eleven dollars.

( )fﬂ. President Mack was first elected in 1940 and then reelected five years later;
however, his term in office ended when he suddenly died with a year still re-
maining as president.

A. He died in 1944, - B. Hediedin 19486,
C. He died in 1949. D. He died in 1951.
( ) 10. Mr. Brown bought chicken for dinner because beef was too expensive, pork
too fatty, and turkey too difficult to cook.
A. Chicken was cheaper than turkey.

-— 8 —
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B. He thinks beef costs too much.
C. Turkey will make you get fat.
D. He does not know how to cook pork.

Passage 7

Idioms~——in which preposmom are frequently concerned—- —are pecuharmes (%
#:) of language whose “rightness” or “wrongness” is based on usage, not on Ibglc or ety-
mology (id]#§). Foreigners often have trouble with idioms like “hard up”, which is an
English idiom meaning to lack money.

Read the following dialogues quickly and discover the hidden meaning of each idi-
om.

() 1. Half a loaf (& if9) is better than none.
Sam: Did you get a part in the new play?
John: Well, I tried out for the biggest part, but I didn’t get it. I got a very
small part instead.
Sam: Did you feel badabout that?
John: Not really. I wanted to be in it so much that I'm glad to have any part.
Half a loaf is ctter than none.
A | prefer half a ioaf B. It is better to have half a loaf.
\C Even a little is be{ter.than nothing. D. None of the above.
( ) 2. Take that with a graifff salt.
Bob: What’s Uncle Ct!z’fr!ey’s latest invention?
David: He says he’s b{ilt a helicopter (& F & $l) that will fly to the moon.
He says he’s leaving for the moon on Saturday.
Bob: Do you think he’ll really get there?
David: Well, you know Uncle Charley’s inventions never work. You have to
take everything he says with a grain of salt.
A.You have to think over what he says.

B. You must consider everything he says seriously.
C. What he says is true.
,\94'You can’t believe anything he says.
( ) 3. Now the shoe is on the other foot.
John: What's that terrible smell?




Kate: Oh! I forgot about the chicken! It must be burning! I'll take it out.
John: Well, we can’t eat that for dinner. You thought it was funny when I put
too much salt in those cookies. But now the shoe is on the other foot.
A This is the Wrong shoe.
\.é,-"'Now it's someone else’s turn to be treated in a particular way.
C. I've taken the wrong shoe.
D. Look! The shoe is on the other foot,
( } 4. Hold your horses!
Don: Come on, Kate. Hurry up. We'll miss the ferryboat.
Kate: Oh, Don. Hold your horses. We have pleﬂty of time. The ferryboat
doesn’t leave yet.
A. Your horses are trying to get awa\,lr. B. Stop your harses!
CoDon’t be in such a hurry. D. Shut up!
() 5. That's a horse of a different cobgigr. B
Ruth: Do you want to go to th%

ovies on Saturday, Bob?
Bob: I can’t. I have my music ®sons on Saturday afternoon.
Ruth: I didn’t mean Saturday%dfnoon. I meant Saturday evening.
Bob: Oh, that is a horse of q"ifferent colour. I’d like to go on Saturday eve-
ning. y-
A. There's more than one chwice.
B.1'd like a horse which is dfferent in colour.
~CAtisa completely different thing.

D. | have no choice but to agree to go on Saturday evening.

Passage 8

Every good paragraph contains several sentences that are about the same subject or
topic. Every sentence is connected to the others. All these sentences describe or explain
one important idea. _

A good reader can read a paragraph and recognize the most important idea. The
idea is called the main idea. The main idea is the most important point of a paragraph.

Now look at the paragraphs that follow. Read them and then choose the main idea
of each paragraph.

( )} 1. Tennis is not a difficult game to play, and you do not need a lot of equipment



[t

¥ 2

) 3

ta play it. There must be two or four players. Each player should have a com-
fortable tennis racket The players will also need some tennis balls. Of course,
it is necessary to have a tennis court!
The main idea is
A Plavers need 1annis rackets.
B You play tennis on a tennis court.
C Flayers need a court. rackets, and tennis balls.
! "?'wr) players wili need two rackets to play this game.
Karen is a fligh attendant $8k % ) for a large airline. She says she enjoys her
joh for severafreasons. She likes meeting new people every day. She likes to
travel, and sh®%eally enjoys travelling by plane. As a flight attendant, she re-
ceives tickets foll free flight, so she can take small vacations (f2H) to many dif-
ferent places "Karen says that the best part of her job is her schedule (i &) be-
cause she ot‘teu‘i}as a greaf deal of M:e time.
The Main 1dga is . '
A. Karen lilds her work g}ihedme very much.
«B: Karen enjoys her joh for several good reasons.
C. Fight attendants meet many new people every day.
D. Flight attendants must enjoy travelling by plane.
To play tic—tac—toe, first vou must draw a grid. You can do this by drawing
two vertical (£ H[f)) lines and then drawing two horizontal (B&fY) lines across
them. You now have a grid with nine spaces. One player puts an X in any
square, and then the other player puts an O in one of the open spaces. The goal

of the game is to be the first player to have three marks (X or O) in the same
fine.

T T TR




The main idea is -

A. Three players cannot blay tic—tac—toe at the same time
B. First you must draw a grid to play tic—tac—toe
___g/‘fic-tac—toe is an easy game to play

D A tic—tac—toe has only nine spaces

Passage 9

Read some more paragraphs to discover the author’s main idea of each paragraph.
Read them quickly. The main idea is the idea that the whole or complete paragraph dis-
CUsSses,

( ) 1. George Crum was a cook at a hotel in the small town of Saratoga Springs,
New York. One day in 1853 a customer (i %) complained because his fried
potatoes were too thick. Crum got angry. In fact, he got so angry that he de-
cided to cut some potatoes very, very thin. When the waiter took the thin slices
to the customer, Crum thought that the customer would be angry. However,
much to Crum’s surprise, the stubborn customer liked the thin potato slices.
These new thin slices caught on quickly and soon developed into a whole new
business. Today Americans eat millions of dollars worth of potato chips every
year.

A. Crum tried to make the custom‘é" angry

+B. Potato chips had a very mteresyng beginning.
C. Potato chips are cheap and Amegcans eat a iot of them.
D. Americans really like potato chips very much.

( )} 2. The telegraph was invented in ldS? by Samuel Morse. The telegraph is an

- instrument for sending messages bétween distant places by an electric cur-
rent (iK). To operate a telcgraph‘,you push a special key and then release (3
Ft) it. This action closes and opens the electric circuit (B #%). The telegraph
makes use of a special code, called the Morse code. A message sent on a tele-
graph is called a telegram. In the 1800s, the telegraph was extremely important
until it was replaced by the radio and the telephone.

W e telegraph was a very important invention for communication.
elegrams are sent on telegraphs.

C. Itis not very difficult to aperate a telegraph.



(

) 3.

D. The radio was a more important invention than the telegraph.
The United Nations was officially set up on October 24, 1945, at a special
meeting in San Francisco, California. The idea of the U.N., as the United Na-
tions is often calied. was proposed by Winston Churchill and Franklin
Roosevelt. The UJ.N. which ﬂdq—_ 1‘.1-.'1;1-'.6 than 130 nation members, tries to keep
world peace, help countries to be friends, encourage countries to respect each
other, improve living conditions, and set up a good system of international
law.
A. The United Nations began in 1945,
B. The United Naticns has 130 members.
C. The United Nations was begun by Churchill and Roosevelt.

/The United Nations is a large international organization.

) 4. There are more flan two hundred million people in the United States today,

People who livegin the U.S. are commonly called Americans. Most Americans
are descendang_s‘f people whoe came from Europe one or two hundred years
ago. Of the Qe ple who came from Europe, most of those came from
Germany, Itdly, England, Treland, and Austria. Many others came from the
Scandinavian'fialions, such as Sweden and Denmark. Many blacks came to
the U.S. in the seventeenth and the eighteenth centuries as salves. Today there
are more than twenty-million blacks in the U.S. In other words, one out of ev-
ery ten Americans is black.

A. More Americans came from Germany than from Austria.

,B<American families firsi came from many different nations.

C. The first blacks came 1o the U.S. as slaves.

D. Sweden and Denmark are Scandinavian countries.

Passagé" 10

When you do reading exercises, you are often asked to make a choice of a title of a

passage. A title is a name given to a passage.

(

Read the following passages carefully and then choose the titles which suit.
) 1. According to the dictionary, the word ”library” comes from the Latin word

"liber”, meaning “book”. Thus the library is a place where a collection of
books is kept. But the modern library is much more than that. It is the place
where man’s inventions, discoveries, travels and dreams are kept. It has been

_._.13._._



