ALL IT TAKES IS PRACTICE
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[Rlarm buzzes]

Grace: Oh, my God. (screaming)

Eddie: Oh, Grace, don’t do that.

Grace: Make a noise or something. My God.

Eddie: So what’s on the docket(1) for today?

Grace: Daddy iscoming out to the barn(2) and he wants to have
a meeting with me and Hank about this Grand Prix(3).

Eddie: What for?

Grace: He just likes to grind us(4) every year about this time
and it makes him feel in control.

Eddie: Where’s the doodlebug?

Grace: She’d better be getting dressed. Caroline, what are
youdoing?

Caroline: Mom, am I going to ride today?

Grace: Oh, sweetie(5).

Eddie: Where have you been all night?

Caroline: Sleeping. Mom, am [ going to ride?

Grace: Yeah, Baby, if we have time. Please go, go, go now,
go finish getting ready.

Eddie: Go, go, go.

Grace: Quick. Quick.

Grace: Shit(6)! I’'m sorry. I don’t know what’s wrong with
me. '

Caroline: You did it again.

Grace: We'll go out today and find you a new mother.

Grace: Harry, take the trailer(7) over to Mack’s. Pick up(8)
Joe’s Whimsy(9) around 4:30. Sheila will ride over here

-




(1) On the docket: a docket is alist of legal cases prepared for a court.
Eddie is asking what Grace is going to do today.

(2) Barn: a big farm building used to house animals as well as store

animal feed and farm equipment.
(3) Grand Prix : a very high-level horse riding competition.
(4) Grind us : put pressure on us; make us work harder.

(5) Sweetie: a cute name for somebody you love.

(6) Shit: a swearword.

(7) Trailer: a vehicle to transport something. In this case, it refers to
horses.

(8) Pick up: collect.

(9) Joe’s Whimsy: the name of a horse.




=S

b

IETHING 10 TALA ABOUT

5 ——————

with you and help you get squared away(1). Tell Hank
before you go so he can be here.
Harry: No problem.

Caroline: Good boy. Good boy.

Mr. King: Caughtyou(2)! Are you trying to bribe old Possum(3)?

Caroline: Hello, Grandpa.

Mr., King: It will make Miss Lily jealous and she’s going to
dump you off in the ring(4). Now, listen to me. You got
to save the treats(S) for the horse you gonnaride.

Caroline: Please, let me. I don’t want toride a pony. I want
to ride a horse. Hank says I'm big enough.

Mr. King: Honey. Hold on a minute. First of all, you can win
on Miss Lily, and you are going to win on Miss Lily.
Caughtyou!

Caroline: See, how strong my legs are?

Mr. King: Honey(6). | have got to put you down. Have mercy
on an old man. Listen to me, you’ve got to learn to
recognize your limitations(7).

Caroline: Gramps, why? I’'m ready, I’ ve been practicing. I
know I can doit.

Mr. King: You have to take this up with your momma(8).
Now, have you done that?

Caroline: You think I'm here begging you until she told me
yes. Justput meonthathorseand 1l win the championship.
I promise. And how come everybody thinks they got to
tell me when I'mready? [ am supposed to tell you when
I’'mready, and I'm about running out of patience(9) with
you people.

\




(1) Get squared away: prepare everything; make sure everything is
ready.

(2) Caught you: Mr, King is trying to surprise Caroline.

(3) Bribe old Possum: make the horse her friend by giving it something
special to eat.

(4) She... dump you off in the ring: The horse will throw Caroline on to
the ground while she is riding her.fl! Caroline M ™ ¥ k.

(5) Treats: special food used to reward animals and children for good

behaviour. For example, sugar cubes, carrots, chocolates.

(6) Honey: a special name for somebody you love. Like “sweetie”.

(7) Recognize your limitations: know what you can and can’t do;
realize the limits of your abilities.
(8) Take this up with your momma: talk about this issue with your

mother; discuss the problem with your mother.

(9) Running out of patience: Caroline is not prepared to be patient much
more. She thinks she has waited long enough to ride a horse.




ABOUT

\,

Mr. King: Don'’t get yourself all worked up(1). Help Dub,
earn your keep(2) around here. I’ve got to talk to you
mama now. Hey, Hank, how’s it going?

Hank: Great.

Mr. King: Good. Grace needs to see you.

Hank: Now?

Mr. King: No. I’ve got to see her for a minute, after that, all
right?

Hank: Yes, sir.

Grace: Hi, daddy.

Mr. King: All right. Have a Heart went on the market last
week. You know the one in California, Jamie Johnson’s
horse? He won the champion Hampton Classic in
September. '

Grace: I know the horse. How much is he asking?

Mr. King: $150,000.

Grace: What’s wrong with him(3)?

Mr. King: Nothing. Jamie’s selling because of his divorce.
Anyway I bought him.

Grace: You did what?

Mr. King: [’ ve gotafeeling about him, Grace. [ think it’s going
tobe his year(4). He’s got Grand Prix champion written
all over him(5). I'm going to ride him.

Grace: But daddy, without even discussing it with us?

Mr. King: There’s nothing to discuss.

Grace: What about Ransom? Hank is...

Caroline: Mom, Dub said I could ride Possum.

Grace: Honey, not now. In a minute, sweetie.
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(1) Don’t get ...worked up: don't get angry; calm down.

(2) Earn your keep: work to repay your living expenses: do your
chores. A person’s “keep” is her food, clothing and housing.
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(3) What'’s wrong with him: If the horse is very good, it should be
expensive. Grace thinks $150,000 is a low price for the horse so
she suspects there is a problem with it.

(4) It’s going to be his year: This year the horse will win; the horse is
in its best condition.

(5) Written all over him: it is obvious; it is clear. Mr King thinks the

horse is clearly a champion. He has no doubt about it.
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Mr. King: Ransom isn’t ready. 1 don’t have the same feeling
about Ransom.

Grace: So, you are going to ride him against Hank and
Ransom?

Mr. King: No, we won’t enter Ransom, not this year, He can
wait another year.

Grace: Daddy, Hank will quit.

Mr. King: Well, here’s a good opportunity for you to utilize
your people skills(1) to make sure he doesn’t. You hear
me? You understand?

Grace: You can’t do this. It’s not fair.

Mr. King: Well, it’s done. Now, roll with it(2).

Grace: Goddamn, shit. son of bitch(3)!

Mr. King: You watch that mouth(4) now. She can see you
now Hank.

Hank: Goddamn it. T quit. I don’t need this shit.

Grace: Hank, wait.

Hank: I wish the son of a bitch would die in a fiery car crash(5).

Grace:  know, Hank. Get in line(6). Just listen.

Hank: No, you listen. I am not gonna sit by while the son of
abitch ruins my career. This is Ransom’s year. Thisis it.

Grace: Please just give me some time. Maybe I can make him
see reason.

Hank: Like hell.

Grace: You can’t do this to me.

Emma Rae: Hey, Grace. Is daddy in there?

Grace: No.

Emma Rae: Waitup.

Grace: | have to go a charity league(7). Do you know about
this, Emma Rae?

7,




.

(1) Utilize your people skills: use your ability to understand people
and work well with them. Mr King is using management jargon
to make fun of Grace.

(2) Roll with it: go with the flow; accept the decision; don’t go against
his direction.

(3) Goddamn, shit, son of a bitch: These are all mild swear words. They
show Grace is frustrated and angry.

(4) Watch that mouth: Don’t use swear words. By telling her not to
swear, Mr. King is treating Grace like a child. 3% /M0 o

(5) A fiery car crash: a car crash with big flames. Hank is angry at Mr.
King so he wishes the man would die a painful death.

(6) Get in line: calm down; do what is asked of you.

(7) Charity league: a group of people who raise money for community
projects. For example, housing for disabled people.

7,
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Emma Rae: What? About this horse thing?

Grace: Thanks for telling me.

Emma Rae: Hey. Check your machine(1), Grace. Grace, wait.

Grace: God, help me.

Caroline: I can’t believe this.

[Atcharity league’s meeting!

Ladyl: And now on to the business of our centennial cook-
book(2). I know we all want this to be our best ever. So
"1l ask our committee chairman to bring us up to date.
Grace.

Grace: Right. Deadline for recipe submissions(3) is the
second. If you want to substitute vegetable shortening
wherever it says bacon grease or lard, you might want
to think about that. Now Nell McGeyhey asks me to
mention that because her husband is recovering from a
triple bypass(4) right now. Lucy is going to take over for
me until after the Grand Prix and that’s it.

Lady2: Names.

Grace: Oh, right. The committee thinks that... Well, we have
looked at a lot of other cookbooks. We have always
been listed with our married names(5) under the recipes,
and frankly, the practice of excluding our first names
looked out-dated. So I think that we should list our
names first, middle, and last(6). That’s all.

Lady3: I always thought the way it was looked quaint(7).

Lady4: It doesn’t look quaint, Edna. It looks like antiquated(8).

Lady5: What about the tradition?

Lady6: What [ want toknow is if my name isn’tin here as Mrs.

Franklin J. Caldwell the Third, then how the hell is
anybody going toknow who Iam? I mean, Barbara Nell
Caldwell...Who’s that?

-\1
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(1) Check your machine: check the messages on your answering
machine. Emma Rae is saying that she left a messageon Grace’s
answering machine telling her what was happening.

(2) Centennial cookbook: Charity groups sometimes make cookbooks
to raise money for their projects. This cookbook will mark the
100th anniversary of the group’s founding so it must be special.

(3) Deadline for recipe submissions: The last day people can submit
recipes to be included in the cookbook.

(4) Triple bypass: a very serious heart operation.

(5) Married names: When a woman gets married she usually adopts
her husband’s family name. This becomes her “married name”.
For example, if Jane Smith marries John Brown, her “married
name” would be Jane Brown. Some women do not-adopt their
husband’s family name because they want to keep their indepen-
dent identity.

(6) First, middle and last: Most people have three names. Forexample,
Melanie Jane Smith. The first name, Melanie, is the name your
friends and colleagues call you. The middle name is not used very
often. Parents sometimes give their children a middle name in
honor of a family member or special friend. Last names are family
names.

(7) Quaint; old-fashioned in an attractive or pleasing way.

(8) Antiquated: old-fashioned; not modern.




