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About the Author

William Bligh was born in Plymouth, England,
in 1754. His whole life was centered on the sea. At
sixteen he was living the life of a seaman in the
British navy, and when he was twenty-two he be-
came a sailing-master under Captain James Cook.

During the voyage, Bligh worked closely with
Cook in making charts of the South Pacific — charts
which contributed to the world’s knowledge of the
area. It was also during this voyage that breadfruit
plants were discovered on the South Sea island of
Otaheite ,now known as Tahiti.

After serving on a frigate, or warship, Bligh
was given command of a merchant ship bound for
Otaheite — this time to bring the breadfruit plant
from there to the West Indies. His ship was the
Bounty.

The Bounty’s voyage was interrupted by a
mutiny, and Bligh and a crew of eighteen men were
put to sea. They faced almost certain death through
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an amazing voyage of over 3,000 miles in a small
open boat. |

The story of the Bounty’s voyage and of
Bligh’s amazing experiences in his small boat were
carefully recorded by Bligh himself in his journal,
which was published upon his return to England in
1790.

Although many versions of the mutiny were
later published—some of which showed Bligh to be
a villain and a brute—Bligh’s personal version
caused a sensation in London, and he was acquitted
by a court martial, promoted, and sent on a second
expedition to Tahiti for breadfruit.

After a continuing stormy career in the British
navy and later as Governor of Australia, William
Bligh died in his country house outside of London in
1817.
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CHAPTER 1

The Call of the Sea

PSRRI

When I was a boy in Plymouth, England, I
dreamed of' becoming a sailor. Or, better, a ship’s
captain! Captain Bligh, Captain William Bligh. I
dreamed that one day, men would know me as one
of the greatest navigators® to sail the seas.

I was sixteen years old when I began my life
and career as a seaman. | was an intelligent boy,
with sharp eyes and a quick mind, and soon knew
the ways of the sea as well as any great navigator.

The year was 1771 and England was Queen of
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the Seas. The British navy had established the great-
est sea empire in history; our fleet dominated' the
white-capped? ocean from North America to India.

Ship life in the British navy was not easy. The
work was hard and the discipline was harsh. The
crew consisted mainly of® men who were hiding
from the law or common riffraff kidnapped off the
streets and forced into naval service by gangs hired
for that purpose.

Severe treatinent was sometimes the only way
a captain could keep his ship sailing and his men
healthy. Food was often rotte, and fruit was scarce.
Fresh water and fruit were rationed* early in the
voyage to prevent shortages later, for these short-
ages led to death and outbreaks of scurvy’—a dis-
ease which left a sailor weak, with gums as soft as
pudding and with bleeding from his mouth and nose.

But 1 enjoyed this rugged life, and I
learned quickly and well how to navigate by the sun
and stars® and how to guide a ship safely through
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Hard Work in the British Navy
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shoals' and along rocky coasts.

I was twenty-two when Captain James Cook,
the most respected and able? captain of that time,
chose me to be the sailing-master on his third—and
last—voyage. To be chosen by Cook himself was an
honor. His ship took me to the exotic® South Sea Is-
lands. Many years later, events on these shores
would change my life, but at the time, I was much
too’ busy with my new duties to spend much time
daydreaming of my future.

As sailing-master, I was chief officer in com-
mand of the day-by-day navigation and sailing of
Cook’s ship,the Resolution. The Discovery, under
Captain Charles Clerke, sailed with us. In addition
to® understanding the tides and winds, I had go
know the Resolution’s every line, all her rigging and
sails, and the combination of all these that would
guide the ship where I wanted her. It was a respon-
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A Sailing-Master
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sible position,and an exciting one.

We were searching for the Northwest Pas-
sage—a water route from the Pacific to the At-
lantic, across Canada and northwestern North
America.

Captain Cook and I worked long hours over
logs and maps', recording our sightings and the
characteristics of the currents. We were the first
men to chart the size of North America, calculating
the land to be over 4,000 miles from west to east!

We sailed north to the Sandwich Islands
(Hawaii)for rest and repairs, for we were short of?
food and our ships leaked®. Enroute, we sailed by an
uncharted island*, a high round rock, which Cook
named“Bligh’s Cap”after me’.

We sailed into Kealakekua Bay® in 1779. It was
here that’ our brave captain, who was my friend and
teacher, was killed, beaten to death by natives who
thought he was a god and would return in another
.logs and maps # L B & #4155 B
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