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Book 1

Lesson One
The Great Qak Tree

Words and Expressions

acorn ['eikom] m»  fruit of an oak tree [ #7 (B

brown [braun] adj. having the colour produced by mixing red, yellow, and black, as of rich
soil WER, WA

pick up i, @il

reach out (F. B, WEZSH) HE

smoke the pipe of peace FRFIHE; FH

axe [aks] ( [H] axes ['xksiz]) n. #

ring [rig] vi. [EWFE; HHY

undisturbed ['andis'tarbd] adj.  not disturbed or interfered with P ZE| T M FR HE
i

original [o'ridzinol] adj. existing from the beginning BAES, BETR

sky-high adv. X—BE; &S

undaunted {anontid] edj. brave - TLRE, KA. FHHA

go by (EHEDE T

fume [fium]n # .

waste [weist] (pldn. dust; rubbish [E#), T

invade [in'veid] vt. swarnd into s

outskirt [lautskar] n. [HHE] #K

evil-doing ». RE, BELITH

Fe—r——
—

secret ['sikrit] adj. Kkept or ticaiit to be kept private, unknown FREH)

Notes

1. Deep snow lay on the ground, and it was pitted with the paw prints of hungery forest ani-
mals: The land was covered with heavy snow. On the white snow, there were full of paw
prints of the forest enimals who came out to search food.

J— 1 —_—



pit (usu. as pitted adj) tnake pits, esp. scars.

2. The snow melted. and the acorn’s softened sides opened and a green shoot reached out into
the spring air: Spring coming , the snow graduelly disappeared. There was a crack on the soft-
ened sides. It began to bud.

3. They smoked a pipe of peace and they were friends: The American Indians often offered a pipe
of tobacco 1o newcomers to show their good will, In this way, they hoped that a kind of harmo-
nious relationship could be built. It was their time-honoured tradition. B fi1(F L REI B\ L
AVEH A BMAESRHARA, URBIAESR.

4. Armed with guns brought from overseas, the newcomers claimed to be masters of the land;
These newcomers gradually seized the Indians’ land on which they had lived for generations
and drove them away by force. They themselves became masters of the land. X H3RF|
KEHERZENMBFPHRE, GBTRORECEIF BB EA,

9. Their axes rang in the deep woods: The “masters” of the land felled the trees with their axes,
the sound reverberated in the woods.  fE{{1Fl E T HRH B EFIEMBE T .

6. They cut down trees and opened field. But the great oak tree stood as if undisturbed.  fill
fewm . EXRABRBOARTITER.
undisturbed RJEZIFERE, TRRE, HYT as if it were not disturhed,

7. The bear, the wolf and the wildcat, too, went deeper into the woods and became scarcer ;
Because many trees were cut down, the habitat for such wild animals as the bear,the wolf and
the wildcat was getting smaller and smaller. These wild animals had to go deep into the woods ’
to find habitat. Owing to the worsening environment, a lot of wild animals died,  EmAE.
B, HEZEHHYABAEFAELIELRET, ENORETERERD.

8. Cars began to hurry down the roads, and there were fearful lights at night, with huge iron
works belching flames sky-high. RERRFITELE B, BN XENE KRB
2, RESANEEBR KR, '
sky-high ZEIX B {ERIFH .

Supplementary Exercises to the Text

I. Derivatives,
1. In Africa, owning to the harsh environment, many children died from (hungry)

and disease.

2. Iron, as compared with diamond, has a very good malleability ( AT 8844 ; PT SEB %), it can I

beeasily _ (soft) by heat.

3. Amid the noisy environment, he is so absorbed in reading his novel as if
(dirsturb).

4. During the B-year anti-Japanese War, the Chinese people suffered the  (scarce) of

.__2_



all kinds of necessary goods.
5. My sister had a very {dominate) nature, we all did what she wanted.

6. T am out of my (deep) when it comes to natura! sciences.

II. Paraphrase the following.
1. He made a little hole to put the acorn in, He patted the earth down over it.
2. Strangers came from far away.
3. They smoked a pipe of peace and they were friends.

4. The bear, the wolf and the wildcat, too, went deeper into the woods and became scarcer.,

III. Complete the following statements according to the text,
1. One day, asquirrel pickedupa __ and putitin ____, then
2. A year passed, one side of the acorn opened and began to burgeon, because
The indigencus people of the land befriended the newcomers by means of

4. The reason why the newcomers could claitn to be masters of the land lies in the fact that

5. Roughly speaking, the oak tree experienced 3 periods in his life, they were ,

L

IV. Mutiple Choice.

1. He was undaunted in his pursuit of truth.

A. happy B. enthustastic C. brave D. realistic
2. The Great Bell Temple, which is on the western __ of Beijing, houses the largest bell
in China,
A. outskirts B. suburbs C. district D. part
3. Food is becoming scarce and prices are shooting.
A. sufficient B. expensive C. rare D. available
4. The jocal pollution will do more harm to the ___ than any other people.
A, tourists B. inhabitant C. tribes D. society

5. He knew his mother would discipline him for his actions.

A. praise B. criticize C. punish D. appreciate
6. She bought a ___ _ of grapes on her way home.
A, cluster B. crest C. sum D. clue
V. Cloze Test
Strangers came from _____ away. They met the inhabitant under the talloak __ .
They smoked a pipe of peace and they were friends—but not for long.  with guns
_— 3 —_—



brought from overseas, the newcomers claimed to be of the land. Their axes rang in

the deep woods, They cut trees and _ fields. But the great oak tree stood as

The old wribes left they had . They went into the deep woods. The

bear, the wolf and the wildcat, too, went deeper into the woods and became .



Lesson Two
Search for Ancestor (Part I)

Words and Expressions
niece [nis] n. Eir; B

pronounce [premauns] ve, acclaim; declare T, HE

bring off totake (a person) from a dangerous place i (LN HEHF B
attempt [o'tempt] v, 223k, Z£E

part with to give up (here; tosell) HHF

cook [kuk] n. IKEH, HIW

chop [tlop] wf. cut down; fell Bk, HRGHE

set upon make a sudden attack; ambush P, Zedy, BEH

keep---alive fE--{R{FEH

coastguard naval or police organization intended to watch for ships in danger and prevent un-
lawfv] activity at sea (Z)¥ S DEA

wait (or) at table (G2)f§fR, FHHE

pass---down left over W 1E T F

mess-boy ['mes-bai] n. (i ESEDEHRF R

boring ['bowrinl adj. dull 4 ARME . HRE

Belgian ['beldzen] n. HIEIA; adj. LAIEES, BEASAR

note down write down; takedown BT . 2T

found [faund] v, to begin the development of ; establish B3r, BiL

century ['sentfuri] n. a hundred years {42

promise ['promis]n.  to make a promise to do or give (something) or that {something) shall be

done 3. K

Notes

1. Every summer she had visitors come o our home; Every summer, many visitors paid their
visits to our home.  HERE X, FIRMNFFHHARRBERE.

2. It seemed they talked about things that had happened to the family a very long time ﬁgo,and
they went back and back and back.  (Paraphrase ZHEM P. DBNEEXGFRETRL

BRUNMEZEERNANE, 1 —-EBHAIRNEXOHHEE.
—_— 5 —



3. He had been bought off that ship by one John Waller, who had a plantation in Spotsylvania
County, Virginia: ftGEZ AL « REHBRXTHERMAS, REEREFRE
#H 89 Spotsylvania B4 — Bk R .

to buy off. (L) also buy over, to influence unfairly (esp. someone in a position of
trust) by favours or gifts. HER{E BB AR (KRS /T

4. The African kept trying to escape—which in those days was to attempt the impossible; The
African kept trying to escape, but unfortunately, their attempt often ended in failure, their
efforts were completely futile. XMW BICREHAF R T, HERE, BHX TS
KEEERBE .

3. It was a hideous act,but it helped the African to stay put on one plantation ,since no calculat-
ing planter woul_g_l care {0 part with a crippled slave for the current price of one dollar: X
HMER—FEANEKNTY, BESEEXFENEIBUEEXEEELD, TN
R R R R REA N R(—ETD), RAH « XM AR E MR
AR R B BB,

6. As 1 was a Black, my job was to wait on tables, wash dishes, do the work of a messhoy.
Racial discrimination is an old issue that besets the U. S. government. The Blacks, owing to
their low social status, forms the bulk of the blue-collar workers. Here, “to wait on table”
refers to “attend as servants”,

7. At 37, Ileft.the coastguards and decided to try my luck by writing: Here, the author hopes
that writing could bring him success. R 37 F AR, REFBHE I, HFHRE
e, CUHESEGIE LRI,

8. Perhaps you might seek the advice of men we call griots, respected village elders in their--
village history centuries back.

Here, pay attention to the word “elder” refers to (people, esp. in a family) older, esp. the
older of I; my elder brother (=1 have one brother, who is older than 1 am).  Older $§4£
B LA/, elder #5413 FE, #1 One can say: He is older than I am, but not: He is elder

than I am.

Supplementary Exercises to the Text

I. Derivatives.
1. This book gives a good (describe) of life on a farrm.

2., Iam (fascination) with Buddhist ceremonies.

Lo

. It is reported that the Soviet Union launches a (savagery) attack in the newspaper
on the U. 5. govemment. .
. Itsa {boring) having to go out again on a cold night like this.

Everyone (pronocuncement) the dinner to be very good.

> o oe

When he called me a thief, 1 (prompt) hit him,
J— 6 -



7. The poet expressed his burning  (passionate) for his motherland he loved.

8. Venice’s beauty ___ (capture) the old man so much that he swore he would never leave
for fear he might die elsewhere.

9, The school is an ancient ____ (found) ; it was started by a king who wanted boys to have
the chanee to learn,

10. Mr Buchananisa __ (calculate) businessman, he is never ready to show his hand in

business negotiations first.

II. Complete the following statements according to thé text.
1, Every Summer ,many visitors paid their visits to the author’s maternal grandmother to take
about __ whichis __ to the children.
. The black slave made several vain attempts to escape, but he failed because
. The planter was not willing to sell the crippled slave because
. When Waller gave the slave an English name, the slave would not agree because
. The story was repeated for many summers running because

. The African consulted Dr. Jan Vansina, the lingnistist in an attempt to find out

-1 S T o o

. After hearing the author’s story, the Gambian government said there might he some clue
in the name Kin-tay because .
:}_
IIl. Paraphrase the following. '
1. Every summer she had visitors corhe to our home.
2. It seemed they talked about things that had happened to the family a very long time ago,
and they went back and back and back.
3. The African kept 1rying to escape—which in those days was to attempt the impossible.
4, Since no calculating planter would care to part with a crippled slave for the current price
of one dollar.

5. (The story was), in my case, repeated for many summers running.

V. Multiple Choice.

1. After giving birth, a woman can have a _____leave with pay.

A. sick B. maternal C. forced D. unwilling
2. The performance was so terrific that it &l the audience,

A. frightened  B. disgusted C. annoyed D. fascinated

3. A savage animal is kept in this case.
A. shy B. intimate C. gient D, fierce
4. A punctual person always keeps every appointment promptly.

A. unwillingly B. thoughtfully C. without delay D. carefully



5. Though he was kind in heart, his _ face frightened others away.

A. smiling B. hideous C. good-locking D, suntanned
6. He is such a calculating perosn that he is seldom taken advantage of.

A, shrewd B. careful C. ruthless D. dumb

V. Cloze Test.

I went to school and ___ _ to college and when the Second World War came 1 went
into the US coastguards. 1 was a Black,my job was to wait ___ tables,wash dish-
es, do the work of a mess-boy. It was boring. But I learned to __ , at first by writing
to everybody I could think of. Then I tried to write stories. 37, I left the coastguards
and decided to try my _ by writng.

One day it ______ to me that the sounds the African uttered when pointing to different
objects must have been words from some African language. Why couldn’ T find  what

Janguage that was? I consulted Dr. Jan Vansina, a Belgian scholar of African langusges. He
noted down the sounds I'produced and after spending some time studying them, he said that
they were probably words of the Mandinka '



Lesson Three
Search for Ancestor(Part II)

Words &. Expressions

astonishing [os'tonifin] edj. strange & ARy, AR

Mauritania [ \moriteinia] n. ERE BT AERD

sob [sob] vi.  to breathe while weeping, in sudden short bursts making & sound in the throat
WE L, G

roll up to gather, accumulate #IRIEIG

fling [flig] v. to move (part of oneself) quickly or violently 2., 1, HE3h(FHF BEE

snatch snaetf] w. get hold of $#BEL; fE. HFiE

weep [wip] ». (wept/wept/} cry, let tears fall from eves 52}, #iH

guard [gud] v.  to defend; keep safe, esp, by watching for danger FIL, FH

sheet | fit] n. piece: slip #t5k, —34%

list [list] v. to writein a list &, BEH

chain [tfein] n. rings links together #i%%, &

food stuff HHE, &K

acquire [a'kwais] v. to gain or come into possession of 3Rig, BLf&

tusk [task] m. tooth of an elephant (& ,WEOIKF, #F

set sail start a voyage JFAR

head [hed] v. to {cause to) move in a certain direction AL b (P B RE B

drench[drentfJv. to make (usu. people, animals, or clothes) thoroughly wet B2,
=

Notes

1. That agreed with what I had heard in my home in Tennessee:;
agree EAEREMAMNR, TATEHE
agree with FEHBFABRA
agreeon  FEIKFEFEEAE, TtE
agree to FERABHEE
e.g: She agreed with me. We agreed on the plan. We agreed to leave at once.
agree with &K “He-W&” fIEE, B to be in accordance with: Your story agrees with
_ g —



his in every thing except small details.

HEBA o (A, BEXHE, with R E# to.

. A sobrolled up in me:--

The scene in which people were singing evoked the author’s past memories, because the au-
thor believed that the Black Americans and the Black Africans were actually of one people,
But their tragic history made it unbearable to recall. Gradually, he became very sad and eyes
were brimmed with tears.
I wanted to find out everything I could to put into a book: R LRETREEH — (3
EHOREXEA.
to put into a book /FTE IR —TRENGE, RFREH.
e.g: The doctor said that he would do what he could to save the boy’s life,
. -=looked up the Parliamentary records. [ 2%

look up YT consult, BER “#if, EHR”.

e.g: Please look yp these new words in the dictionary.

. I searched for seven weeks+*-

search -5 search for B E W T .,
search 2 “W&E”, HEHEEBEEMMR, SEHNARTGRERA.
e.g: The man stood quietly while the police searched his clothes.
The enemy made a vain attempt to search the house,
search for & “{§3”.
e.g: The villagers acted promptly to search for the lost child.
. I went to look into the archives of the Maryland Gazette.

“look into” means to examine the meaning or the causes of carefully, investigate.

Supplementary Exercises 1o the Text

. Derivatives,

1. The New Yorkers showed great _ (revere) for the Soviet leader Mr. Gorbachev when
he came to the US to sign the disarmament accord in 1987,

2. He _ ~  (relation) to us the story of his escape from the enemy.

3. Bymy __ (reckon), it must be 60 kilometers from here to the coast, ]

4. Owing to the postman’s carelessness, the parcel was sent to the wrong ___ (destine).

5. In modern society, ~_ (advertise) is ane of the most important means to sell goods.

6. 'Finally ;the U. §,Japan,and the European Union reached a __ __ (triangle) trade agree-
ment.

7. With the money he had won he was able to ~_ (acquisition) some property.

8. Toour __ (astonish}, the weaker team won the match at last.



9. She spent a __ (profit) day cleaning the house thoroughiy.

10. The shop was selling (choose) apples, so I bought a pound.

II. Complete the following statements according to the text.
1. Kebbe Kanga Fofana said the kinte clan had moved from
2. In Kinte-Kinda Janneh-Ya, the custom to welcome the coming of a lost man was
3. In the ceremony. the author of the story felt very sad because
4. The Parliamentary records said that the king’s soldiers were
5. The “black gold” was actually
8. The “Triangular trade” was
7. “1” stood on a pier in Annapolis, lcoking seaward, drenched in tears, because
8

The slave-traffickers often disposed of the slaves by means of

I1. Paraphrase the following.
1. And the date~—~1767—was right on.
2. The triangular trade.
3. A sob rolied up in me.
4. I was standing on a pier in Annapolis looking seaward, drenched in tears.
5. (Paraphrasc the underlined parts).
1) The ship brought the slaving hardware.
2) She spent the next ten months on the Gambia River, slaving.

3 The death of 42 out of 140 slaves was about average for slavers.

IV. Multiple Choice.
1, His work greatly benefited human beings and he is still revered a'l over the world.
A. quoted B. discussed C. studied D. respected
2. Treckon that No. 3 is going to win the race.
AL regret B. like C. suppose D. look forward

3. He was very upset yesterday and spent hours driving around and around without any

A, fuel B. currency C. destination D). departure

4. A _  is aload of goods carried on a ship.
A. cargo B. product C. consignment D. delivery

5. Capitives, especially POWS should be treated according to the Geneva Convention.
A. herces B. criminals C. refugees D. prisoners

6. The shop is going to be ____ 10 a location closer to the downtown area.
A. transferred B. closed C. opened D. operated



