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TENTATIVE DISCUSSION ON THE
MID-CARBONIFEROUS OF CHINA

Yang Jinzhi

(Nanjing Institute of Geology and paleontology, Academia
Sinica, Nanjing, People’s Republic of China)
Abustract

A depositionally continuous Carboniferous section containing ammonoid
fauna has been studied by Ruan Yi-ping and four ammonoid zones have been
recognized, In ascending order they are; Eumorphoceras plumeri, Dombari-
les falcatoides zone (E zone) associated with Trigonoceras, Platygonia-
tites, Ferganoceras, etc, y Jiomoceras nudum zone (H zone), centai-
ning Homoceras, Stenopronorites, Siyngastrioceras, E picanites, Aclistoc-
eras and Paradimorphoceras associated with Conodonts [diognathoides nodu-
liferus; Retiles carinaius zone (R zone) using Retites remiretia McCaleb as
the type species of the genus; and Branneroceras branneri zone (B zone)
\vhi;:h is comparable with the European G, subzone,

The rates of evolution in E zone and H zone ammonoids were inconsis-
tent, The E zone goniatites mostly developed rapidly and existed in a shor-
ter range, whereas the H zonc ant the R zone ammonoids developed slow-
ly and had a longer range. The end of E zone was a turning point in
evolution of nautiloids, Actinoccratids became ncarly cxtinct, The H zone
and Re zone nautiloids, evolved slowly and wecre devoid of characteristic
forms, Based on the evolution of ammonoid and Ccdiversification of their
taxa, the Mid-Carboniferous boundary line in China should be drawn
between the Eumorphoceras zone and the Homoceras zone, In other
words, first appearance of Homoceras marks 1ihe base of the upper Carbo-

niferous,
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