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PIGS IS PIGS*®

Mike Flannery, the Westcote agent of the Interur-
ban Express Company, leaned over the counter of
the express office and shook his fist. Mr. More-
house, angry and red, stood on the other side of
the counter, trembling with rage. The argument
had been long and heated, and at last Mr. More-
house had talked himself speechless. The cause of
the trouble stood on the counter between the two
men. It was a soap box across the top of which
were nailed a number of strips. forming a rough
but serviceable cage. In it two spotted guinea-pigs®
were greedily eating lettuce leaves.

“Do as you loike®, then!” shouted Flannery,
“pay for thim an’ take thim. or don't pay for thim
and leave thim be. Rules is? rules. Misther More-
house, an’Mike Flannery’s not goin® to be called
down® fer breakin’ of® thim. ” '

* BRTF 1905 FEE(HERTI LH R LT,

O RR—FlH AT HETBRE DR ER DL 8. TR
SR RTRM 0 3%5F BLIT 12 0l 45 “guinea pig JLPI T 2) 7 3 18
Y, EREEHRTERLHFMBRR LU TH A Do <gy2
B IR L Bl FEAR NN S SR HER—A
“HFRITH LK EAR LR L TN S

QO HEPHBEWERB/RE A RERSRE 5. EERHH
SR RSRO T R R LM E S EA S A A 0T, X
B B 7 4% F 5 MF JF HE 3 3+ A « agin (against), agint (agent ), anny
(any), annyhow (anyhow ), appytites (appetites ). ate ( eat ), aten
(eaten), childer (children), cints (cents ), con-sign-ey ( consignee ),
docther (doctor) , domistic (domestic) , expriss (express), fer (for),
foive (five), frind (friend), git (get), hev (have), hippypottymuses
(hippopotamuses) , hould (hold ) , howiver (however) » kebbages (cab-
bages), loike(like) ,mebby (maybe) , Misther ( Mister) .niver (never),
nixt(next) , plaze (please) , prisint (present ) . Rooshun ¢ Russian) Jsivin
(seven), sivinteen (seventeen), soize (size ) . sur (sir) , thim ( them),
thrick (trick) , thurty (thirty) , til (till) , tind(tend) , toime (time) , twin-
ty-foive (twenty-five ), ut (it), veternairy (veterinary ). wan (one),
whativer (whatever), whin (when), wid (with ). wud (would), ye
(you),yer(your),
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WEMNREHELNEEEARLE ST . RENEE
L., HFHBRT SRS BELAE/RENEEWNERE
ML ERMERBRY EREEHEIIFETE
RENEEERCRR, —HLETR. 3 BXG NS
MARTEMAERNTEZENESE L, IBRMERH
F . OLERETTILRARK . ER T —MRLSEEET
THMEF ETE. ML L HRAAIHEEEE
REHCERETTF,

“IRRBEEE B HERE R, ERIR
TEBENBRE EREITR . BEIE. AEL
FRME FRESEE RER - HEHELTEE
b AL R BR AL R

@ BEWEREMEER U LR SIFENNT, AEBRAELUT
JUTFH®E . (D) EWETR—E (rules is rules, pigs is pigs, was they,
clerks wants me to, they is pigs)s g1 (2) A ZhiA W B R FOR RS
I be in do in doubt, domestic they be); (3) AL HAREL £ 47
(have their pulses took); (4) A 27 % B 17 (eat as hearty as
those dago pigs doy The They near was the death of me); (S)Ejﬂjiﬂﬁﬂ
R (them pigs do be in good health;what do them clerks be want-
ing to know ), (6) 7 & 1488 (Not1) s M1 (7)) F X B A8 (the
consignee refuses to pay for one damn cabbage leaf and be hanged to
meD). FERRRABZHEXNEBERR.
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“But, you everlastingly stupid idiot!” shouted
Mr. Morehouse, madly shaking a flimsy printed
book beneath the agent’s nose. “can’t you read it
here-in your own plain printed rates? ‘Pets, do-
mestic, Franklin to Westcote, if properly boxed,
twenty-five cents each. ”” He threw the book on the
counter in disgust. “What more do you want?
Aren’t they pets? Aren’t they dg‘mes;tic?\ Aren’t
they properly boxed? What?”

He turned and walked back and forth rapidly;
frowning ferociously.

Suddenly he turned to Flannery, and forcing his
voice to an artificial calmness spoke slowly but
with intense sarcasm.

“Pets,” he said. “P-e-t-s] Twenty-five cents
each. There are two of them. One! Two! Two
times twenty-five are fifty! Can you understand
that? I offer you fifty cents. ”

Flannery reached for the book. He ran his hand
through the pages and stopped at page sixty-four.

“An’ I don*t take fifty cints,” he whispered in
mockery. “Here’s the rule for ut. ‘Whin the agint
be in anhy doubt regardin’ which of two rates ap-

plies to a shipment, he shall charge the larger.
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The consign-ey may file a claim for the over-

charge. ’ In this case, Misther Morehouse. I be in

doubt. Pets thim® animals may be. an’ domestic

they be, but pigs I'm blame sure they do be, an’
me? rules says plain as the nose on yer face. ‘Pigs
Franklin to Westcote, thirty cints each. * An’ Mis-
ther Morehouse, by me arithmetical knowledge
two times thurty comes to sixty cints. ”

Mr. Morehouse shook his head savagely. “Non-
_sense]” he shouted, “confounded nonsense, I tell
you! Why, you poor ignorant foreigner, that rule
means common pigs, domestic pigs, not guinea-
pigs ! ”

Flannery was stubborn.

“Pigs is pigs.” he declared firmly. “Guinea-
pigs, or dago® pigs or Irish pigs is all the same to
the Interurban Express Company an’ to Mike Flan-
nery. Th’ nationality of the pig creates no differen-
tiality® in the rate, Misther Morehouse! "Twould
be the same was they Dutch pigs® or Rooshun
pigs. Mike Flannery,” he added, “is here to tind
to the expriss business and not to hould conversa-
tion wid dago pigs in sivinteen languages fer to®
discover be they Chinese or Tipperary® by birth an’

(1) =those

@ (FE)=my

® XA it A4 Diego LTI, R EELA(RER KA A,
THEF AMEEH T A8 — MMy re S ERER AR,

X RN A, R “difference”,

@ XARRENHEE " HETEEP FEHE "IN EHER
“guinea pig & fl , FF LUK & “Dutch" ER X F A BIAUIRTHE
X &N mE”.
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nativity. ”

Mr. Morehouse hesitated. He bit his lip and
then flung out his arms wildly.

“Very well!” he shouted, “you shall hear of
this! Your president shall hear of this! It is an out-
rage! I have offered you fifty cents. You refuse it}
Keep the pigs until you are ready to take the fifty
cents, but, by George, sir, if one hair of those
pigs’ heads is harmed I will have the law on you!”

He turned and stalked out, slamming the door.
Flannery carefully lifted the soap box from the
counter and placed it in a corner. He was not wor-
ried. He felt the peace that comes to a faithful ser-
vant who has done his duty and done it well.

Mr. Morehouse went home raging. His boy,
who had been awaiting the guinea-pigs, knew bet-
ter than to ask him for them. He was a normal boy
and therefore always had a guilty conscience when
his father was angry. So the boy slipped quietly
around the house. There is nothing so soothing to
a guilty conscience as to be out of the path of the
avenger. '

Mr. Morehouse stormed into the house.

“Where’s the ink?” he shouted at his wife as soon

8
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as his foot was across the doorsill.

Mrs. Morehouse jumped. guiltilv. She never
used ink. She had not seen the ink, nor moved the
ink, nor thought of the ink, but her husband’s
tone convicted her of the guilt of having borne and
reared a boy, and she knew that whenever her hus-
band wanted anything in a loud voice the boy had
been at it.

“I’ll find Sammy,” she said meekly.

When the ink was found Mr. Morehouse wrote
rapidly, and he read the completed letter and
smiled a triumphant smile.

“That will settle that crazy Irishman!” he ex-
claimed. “When they get that letter he will hunt
another job, all right!”

A week later Mr. Morehouse received a long of-
ficial envelope with the card of the Interurban Ex-
press Company in the upper left corner. He tore it
open eagerly and drew out a sheet ofrpa_pgr. At the
top it bore the number A6754. The letter was
short . “Subject-Rateonguinea-pigs , "itsaid , “Dr#
Sir—We are in receipt of vour letter regarding rate
" on guinea-pigs between Franklin and Westcote,

addressed to the president of this company.

@ Dear W4 E ,
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All claims for overcharge should be addressed to
the Claims Department. ”

Mr. Morehouse wrote to the Claims Depart-
ment. He wrote six pages of choice sarcasm, vitu-
peration and argument, and sent them to the
Claims Department.

A few weeks later he received a reply from the
Claims Department. Attached to it was his last let-
ter.

“Dr. Sir,” said the reply. “Your letter of the
16th inst ®,addressed to this Department, subject
rate on guinea-pigs from Franklin to Westcote,
rec’d®. We have taken up the matter with our a-
gent at Westcote, and his reply is attached here-
with. He informs us that you refused to receive the
consignment or to pay the charges. You have
therefore no claim against this company, and your
letter regarding the proper rate on the consignment
should be addressed to our Tariff Department. ”

Mzr. Morehouse wrote to the Tariff Department.
He stated his case clearly, and gave his arguments
in full, quoting a page or two from the encyclope-

_dia to prove that guinea-pigs were not common
pigs.

@ instant (X B )HBRE
( received EE
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