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Exploring the Future
Creating the Future

Wu Liangyong

The world today has been increasingly dif-
ficult to ascertain. The advancement of tech-
nology, the unified trend of economy, the in-
crease of population,the deficient and exhaus-
tive resources, the deteriorating environment---
in effect, among the various uncertain ele-
ments, many concrete scientific predictions
can still be envigiged,something relatively defi-
nite, and if, from which useful imformation is
caught, it will surely contribute to establish
our research and policy.Viewing the globle as
a whole and directing our eyes on the future
from the angle of the present problems
endanering of mankind are the remarkable
distinct points of the current century from the
previous ones. Close attention must be paid
to the challenge imposed on the construction
indusrry development by the above factors, and
only based upon the generalized researches
and from the numerous factors and rapid
changes can the solution be found.

It is in the intricate and ever-changing
world that the construction industry in China
has taken on a rapid advancing route and that
the architectural creation has also entered the
unprecedented prosperous period in history.Its
exploration and creation are mainly reflected
in two aspects. On the first hand, drawing on
the exellent architectural culture from various
countries in the world, making architectural
art style exploration in many ways combined
with the real situation in China. On the other
hand, Creating technical conditions to meet
the functional requirement, acccomplishing
the replacement of material factors. If our con-
struction industry wants to gain a foothold
among the forest of the world construction ac-
complishing the replacement of material fac-
tors. If our construction industry wants to gain
a foothold amony the forest of the world con-
struction industry,we must follow our own
route and find the proper footing of our
own.That is to say, everything considered
should be based upon China's situation,the
development of her forces of productivity , the
increase of her actual economic strength, and
the progress of science, technology and cul-
ture; and should be based upon China's de-

veloping target and program.

"The furure is today's future”, "as for the
future, what you should do is not to predict
your task but to make it possible’. Having a
foothold today, we must devote ourselves to
the transformation of the present-established
target so as to create tomorrow. As for the fu-
ture, there are many unknown numbers to us,
but two facts are clear. First, in the recent de-
velopment of the economic society, our archi-
tecture and urban construction industry, like
other scientific undertakings, have fallen be-
hind for over 100 years. Although in the past
decades, especially in the last decade, great
achievements have been made, but there still
exist both advanced and backward fields. We
have not only to "make up for the lost classes",
"to pay our debts in the previous construction”
but "to catch up with the advanced countries
and to go beyond the times" as well—the task
is extremely severe. Second, the current ur-
banization process of our country has, from
the starting stage, entered a nwe accellarating
stage. It can be said that in the few decades to
come, our architecture and urban development
will no doubt be marching into "a golden
era”".China will be among the few regions pros-
perous in architecture in the world, architec-
tural wonders will take place in China, and
the architects in the world will "Wait and see’.

The Chinese architects will be facing the
era of "The times produc their heroes", in the
Divine Land of the future,they will give full play
to their talents. The future results from our
creative works. The architects should create
fine works and make a notable impact on
the new era. From this point we can say
"Heroes produce the times"” instead. We par-
ticularly place our hopes on the efforts of
our Chinese architects, for they will be the
mainstay in "creating the future".

Selected Works of Chinese Famous Ar-
chitectural Design Institutes in Series is a
crystallization of unremitting efforts of the
architectural community of China, the great
achievemtnts represent contemporary top
level of China's architectaral works, record-
ing the pace at which China construction
industry stride forward towards the world. I
sincerely hope this collection will serve as a
bridge to link up architecture with society,
China with the world, exploration with cre-
ation and today with tomorrow!
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Preface

Building Design Institute of Ministry of Construction
(BDIMC) was founded in 1952. Owing to the change of setup
and relationship of administrative subordination, it has used
the following names:"Design Company Directly under Cen-
tral Management","Design Institute of the
Ministry of Building Construction under the Central People's
Government", "Industrial and Urban Building Design Insti-
tute of Design Bureau of the Ministry of Building
Construction”,"Design Research Center of Architectural Sci-
entific Research Institute of the State Building Commission”,
and"Building Design Institute of theMinistry of Urban and
Rural Construction Environmental Protection". In June of
1986, it was renamed Building Design Institute of Ministry
of Construction.

BDIMC is a comprehensive Class-A building design in-
stitute directly under the Ministry of Construction. Up to the
end of 1995, it had 680 employees, including 610 profes-
sional and technical personnel, taking about 89% of the to-
tal employees;there were 185 senior architects and senior
engineers;211 architects and engineers, taking about 58%
of the total employees. Presently BDIMC has four compre-
hensive building design centers;one indoor design research
center; one urban underground building design research
center; and one computer center. BDIMC can undertake vari-
ous building designs and also can undertake tasks such as
construction feasibility study, master plan design and gen-
eral contract of project, as well as businesses such as build-
ing supervision, technical advice and consultation.

To adapt to the new situation of reform and opening,
BDIMC has established the general objective of " having a
foothold in Beijing, being oriented to the whole country, ac-
tively opening up international market,building BDIMC into
one with competitive power in the international market " and
the aim of "quality first, prestige first, service first ". With
engineering design as center, we'll make efforts to open up
domestic and foreign building construction market. With the
state approval, BDIMC enjoys the power of foreign
business operation, and is actively developing international
cooperation business, while establishing and carrying on
routine business contact and diversified forms of
business cooperation with design and construction units
of America, Japan, and Canada. We also have jointly
operated Huasen Building and Engineering Design
Consulting Co., Ltd. with foreign businessmen in Hong
Kong, and also have respectively set up branch institutes
Hainan, Zhuhai, Zhanjiang, Shandong, Dalian and other
places in China.

Over 40 years, our vast design personnel have made
great contributions to the national capital construction and



to the prosperity of architectural creation. To offer
architectural works with distinct style and colorful and
varied postures so as to adorn the beautiful rivers and
mountains of our motherland, several generations of
architects and engineers of this institute have always
diligently explored the road of architectural creation
of our country, and persistently strived to make
ways grasp one point, that is, our works should catch up the
pulse of era, reflect the features of era, and make them al-
ways in the forward-developing position in the long river of
history.

Over more than 40 years, this institute has completed
more than 3,000 projects of engineering design of large
and medium-sized public buildings, civil buildings,
industrial buildings, underground buildings and indoor
design, and has won scores of times excellent design
prizes at state and ministerial levels, and have enjoyed
a high reputation at home and abroad.

Early in the 1950s, our institute completed many
industrial construction projects in cooperation with
industrial sectors concerned, such as Ministry of Light
Industry, Ministry of Machine Building Industry, and
Ministry of Post and Communications. During the First
Five-Year Plan period, in the 156 national major industrial
projects, our institute took part in the design of building
projects, such as Luoyang Tractor Factory, Luoyang
Bearing Factory and Luoyang Mining Machinery Plant, and
the construction of a group of industrial bases. In the 1960s
and 1970s, our institute took part in the " Third
Line " engineering construction and in the design of national
major construction projects, such as the Second Automobile
Works and the Printing House of People's Daily Office. In
more than twenty years after the founding of the PRC, our
institute made contributions to the construction of Chinese
basic industry and defense industry.

In the field of civil building, over forty years our insti-
tute has successively designed a group of buildings of im-
portant significance, such as China Art Gallery, National Ag-
ricultural Exhibition hall, Beijing Railway Station, Beijing
Exhibition Hall, Capital Theater, Beijing Telegraph Building,
Beijing Broadcast Building, Capital Airport terminal Build-
ing, Office Building of Ministry of Construction, Western
Building of Beijing Hotel, and Dox"mitory Building of the Cen-
tral Military Commission in the 1950s and 1960s. Since
1980s, our institute has designed a large group of excellent
architectural works with epochal features, such as new Na-
tional Library of China, Beijing International Hotel, Shenzhen
Gymnasium, Shenzhen China Arts Center, Queli Guest
House in Qufu, Beijing Media Center, Headquarter of People's

Bank of China, Shenzhen Development Center, Southern Sea
Hotel in Shenzhen , Hyatt Hotel E'Pang Palace in Xi'an, Office
Building of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Con-
ference, and newly completed construction projects, such as
Office Building of Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Office Building
of Ministry of Culture, Office Building of Ministry of Forestry,
and P.L.A. General Hospital.

This institute is the earliest one to undertake foreign
assistance engineering design. Since the 1950s, we have been
engaged in the design of foreign assistance construction
projects, and in the 1980s we began to contract foreign con-
struction projects, and was one in the group of design units
that first entered international market.

Besides various types of engineering design, our insti-
tute also further develops cooperation with countries con-
cerned in diversified forms such as technical cooperation,
supply of labor service, computer application and general
contract of projects, actively opens up international market.
Through a large number of foreign assistance engineering
designs and technical exchanges and cooperations, our in-
stitute has not only provided assistance to the economic con-
struction of the third world countries, but also accumulated
experience in foreign assistance project and in strengthening
international scientific and technological cooperation, thus
increasing the friendship between the people of our country
and various countries in the world.

BDIMC has accomplished many valuable results in busi-
ness construction and compilation of specifications and
handbooks, thereby increasing efficiency of design work and
enhancing professional quality of design personnel.

The excellent performance achieved by our institute in
engineering design, scientific research and business construc-
tion, has embodied the painstaking labor and wisdom of ar-
chitectural masters and design experts. For flourishing the
architectural creation of China, they have designed many
excellent architectural works, and have made outstanding
contributions to the development of architectural theory and
education, to the cultivation of architectural talents and to
the improvement of social position and international prestige
of Chinese civil engineering design personnel.

We are now in a great era, a vigorously developing era,
which provides the architectural workers with a broad field
of creation. More than 40 years' creation journey and experi-
ence have told us that only with constant painstaking explo-
ration, persistence in pursuit, removal of external interfer-
ence, and adherence to taking our own road, can we get some-
where, and this is also the reason why many of our works
have been favored by the people and recognized by the soci-
ety. We will continue to go along this road.
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National Library of China sits on the
north of the Zizhuyuan Park (Black
Bamboo Park) in Beijing, with a collec-
tion of 20 million books, 36 reading
rooms, 3,000 seats for readers, an exhi-
bition hall, and an auditorium with
1,200 seats. Backed by its grand scale,
complete facilities and advanced
technologies, and as the largest re-
search library serving multiple research
purposes for Chinese scholars, it serves
as both the modern large public library

Location: Baishigiao Road, Beijing

Function: National library

Architects: Yang Yun, Zhai Zongfan, Huang Kewu

Scale: Comprising 20 million volumes, 3,000 reader's seats
Structure: R.C. framed shear wall and frame, mould shell rib floor

Exterior finish material: Wall tile, stone

Site area: 74,200m?
Total floor area: 140,000m?
Design period: 1981 ~ 1983

Construction period: 1983 ~ 1987

and the national library of China and
the center for library development in
the country.

The design of the library reflects
the architects' efforts to show China's
long civilized history, rich culture, and
a huge collection of ancient books ;
and to highlight the characteristics and
styles of a socialist country's national li-
brary. As its interior layout, reading
rooms are placed lower than towering
stack rooms, and the former are built
around the latter. The complex also has
three inner courtyards that resemble
typical Chinese gardens, where flow-
ers and trees are planted, winding
bridges and pavilions are constructed,
and ponds are dug, creating an el-
egant environment for the combina-
tion of a library as well as a garden.
Outside the complex, the library's ap-
pearance is precisely symmetrical,
with high and low roofs arranged in pic-
turesque disorder to help form a har-
monious artistic style. The outer-eaves
of the building are either fruncated
roofs or traditional Chinese curved
roofs, both covered with peacock blue
glazed tiles ; the exterior walls are cov-
ered with light gray wall tiles with white
pointing. Its pedestals and flight of steps
are made of granite, and railings are
made of white marble. The simple, el-
egant, bright and clear facing materi-
als, together with anodized aluminum
windows and dark brown glasses, un-
der the shade of green trees and grass
of the Zizhuyuan Park, add all up to the
library's plain and ftasteful elevation
and its distinguished features as an

12

academy of classical learning.

By pursuing the integrity of space
planning, the interior design of the li-
brary lays the focus on the creation of
a comfortable, elegant and quiet
reading environment for readers and
staff workers. The completed library
realizes what the design idea calls for
and has achieved all the functions that
are required.

FII® Main facade
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