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Unit 1

Passage 1

Grandma Moses is among the most celebrated twentieth century
painters of the United States, yet she had barely started painting before
she was in her late seventies. As she once said of herself “I would never
sit back in a rocking chair, waiting for someone to help me.” No one
could have had a more productive old age.

She was born Anna Mary Robertson on 2 farm in New York State,
one of five boys and five girls. (“We came in bunches, like radishes.”)
At twelve she left home and was in domestic service until, at twenty-
seven, she married Thomas Moses, the hired hand of one of her
employers. They farmed most of their lives, first in Virginia and then in
New York State, at Eagle Bridge. She had ten children, of whom five
survived; her husband died in 1927.

Grandma Moses painted a little as a child and made embroidery
pictures as a hobby, but only switched to oils in old age because her
hands had become too stiff to sew and she wanted to keep busy and pass
the time. Her pictures were first sold at the local drugstore and at a fair,
and were soon spotted by a dealer who bought everything she painted.
Three of the pictures were exhibited in the Museum of Modern Art, and
in 1940 she had her first exhibition in New York. Between the 1930’s
and her death she produced some 2000 pictures: detailed and lively
portrayals of the rural life she had known for so long, with a marvelous
sense of color and form. “I think real hard till I think of something real
pretty, and then I paint it,” she said.

1. Which of the following would be the best title for the passage?
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A. Grandma Moses: A Biographical Sketch.
B. The Children of Grandma Moses.
C. Grandma Moses: Her Best Exhibition.
D. Grandma Moses and Other Older Artists.
2. According to the passage, Grandma Moses began to paint because she
wanted to
A. decorate her home
B. keep active
C. improve her salary
D. gain an international reputation
3. From Grandma Moses’ description of herself in the first paragraph, it
can be inferred that she was
A. independent
B. pretty
C. wealthy
D. timid
4. Grandma Moses spent most of the life
A. nursing
B. painting
C. embroidering
D. farming
5. In line 17, the word “spotted” could best be replaced by
A. speckled
B. featured
C. noticed
D. damaged
Passage 2

Reading to oneself is a modern activity which was almost unknown
to the scholars of the classical and medieval ( between AD 1100 and
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1500) worlds, while during the fifteenth century the term *reading”
undoubtedly meant reading aloud. Only during the nineteenth century did
silent reading become commonplace.

One should be careful, however, in assuming that silent reading
came about simply because reading aloud is a distraction (7 ) to
others. Examination of factors related to the historical development of
silent reading reveals that it became the usual mode of reading for most
adult reading tasks mainly because the tasks themselves changed in
character.

The last century saw a steady gradual increase in literacy(IRFE, &
L), and thus in the number of readers. As readers increased, so the
number of potential listeners decreased, and thus there was some
reduction in the need to read aloud. As reading for the benefit of listeners
grew less common, so came the flourishing of reading as a - private
activity in such public places as libraries, railway carriages and offices,
where reading aloud would cause distraction to other readers.

Towards the end of the century there was still considerable
argument over whether books should be used for information or treated
respectfully, and over whether the reading of material such as
newspapers was in some way mentally weakening. Indeed this argument
remains with us still in education. However, whatever its virtues, the
old shared literacy culture had gone and was replaced by the printed mass
media( 4% T ) on the one hand and by books and magazines for a
specialized readership on the other.

By the end of the century students were being recommended to
adopt attitudes to books and to use skills in reading them which were
inappropriate, if not impossible, for the oral reader. The social, |
cultural, and technological changes in the century had greatly altered
what the term “reading” implied.

1. Why was reading aloud common before the nineteenth century?
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A. Silent reading had not been discovered.
B. There were few places available for private reading.
C. Few people could read for themselves.
D. People relied on reading for entertainment.
2. The development of silent reading during the nineteenth century
‘indicated .
A. a change in the status (515}, H1fiL) of literate people
B. a change in the nature of reading
C. an increase in the number of books
D. an increase in the average age of readers
3. Educationalists are still arguing about . '
A. the importance of silent reading
B. the amount of information yielded by books and newspapers
C. the effects of reading on health
D. the value of different types of reading material
4. The emergence of the mass media and of specialised reading material
showed that
A. standards of literacy had gone down
B. readers’ interests had -become varied.
~C. .printing techniques had improved
D. educationalists’ attitudes had changed
5. What is the ' writer of this passage attempting to do?
A. Explain how present-day reading habits developed.
B. Change people’s attitudes to reading.
C. Show how reading methods have improved.
D. Encourage the growth of reading.

Passage 3

Rod Laver was a tennis “great” . He was top man on the court for
thirteen years, from 1962 to 1975. Whenever he got behind, the “Little
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Giant” didn’t tighten up. Instead, he relaxed. He didn’t start to play a
“safe” game. He took chances. He played as if he was ahead. And more
times than not it paid off.

We meet fear and worry every day. But when fear and worry cause
us to lose our head, things get really bad.

During the 1930’s we were in deep trouble as a country. One out of
three people was out of work. F.D. R. said, “The only thing we have to
fear is fear itself. ”He knew that if Americans looked at their troubles
with a clear head, they would work out of them.

Did you ever hear the story of Kelly? One day, Kelly walked over
to his neighbour Casey to borrow his wheelbarrow. On the way Kelly
started to think. “What if Casey isn’t home?” A few steps further the
thought hit him, “What if his wheelbarrow is broken?” Kelly was getting
more and more upset. “What if,” Kelly began to say to himself, “What if
Casey won’t lend me the wheelbarrow?”

By the time he rang Casey’s bell Kelly was in an angry mood. Casey
came to the door and greeted Kelly in a friendly way. Kelly pulled back
and hit Casey on the jaw. ,

“Keep your damned wheelbarrow.” Growled Kelly as he walked
back to his house.

1. When Rod Laver, the “Little Giant” of world tennis, got behind, he
would
A. play a “safe” game
- B. play as if every point is worth winning
C. play a relaxed game
+ D..forgot what the score was
2. F.D.R.’s saying “the only thing we have to fear is fear itself” meant
- that
A. Americans would lose if they gave way to fear
B. Americans had no real troubles during the 1930’s
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C. F.D.R. would solve America’s problems because he was not afraid

D. Americans were in trouble because they hadn’t: looked at their
troubles with clear heads

. Kelly’s main problem was that

A. he didn’t have a wheelbarrow

B. his neighbour, Casey, wouldn’t lend him his wheelbarrow

C. he let his worries take over until he believed them

D. he was angry at Casey

. A good title for this passage would be

A. We Are Our Greatest Enemies

B. How to Overcome Fear and Worries

C. Fear and Worries Cause Us to Lose OQur Head

D. Fear Is Our Main Problem in Life

. What Rod Laver and F.D.R. had in common was

A. both of them had fear and worries

B. both of them were brave tennis players

C. both of them had the ability to look at things with a clear head

D. both of them had the ability to advise the Americans to handle fear

Passage 4 -

Visit Nashville, Tennessee, the capital of country music and the

home of the Grand Old Opry. F our-day motor coach tour escorted from
Pittsburgh.

Departures August 23, September 13, September 27, October 11 ,

October 25.

$185 per person based on double occupancy . Includes private motor

coach from Pittsburgh, hotel accommodations, reserved tickets for the
Grand Old Opry Country Festival Friday and Saturday nights, sightseeing
tour of Nashville, admissions to points of interest.

For information, free brochures, and reservations, call 4212-6060.
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Travel and Tours, 2245 Market Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219.
14-day advanced booking required. Visa and Master Charge

welcome.

1. The word “accommodations” in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to

A. entertainment
B. reservations
C. rooms
D. transportation
2. Why is Nashville an interesting city to visit?
A. Because it is a very old city.
B. Because it is in Tennessee.
C. Because it is famous for country music.
D. Because many famous Americans have their homes there.
3. If one plans to join the tour on September 27, on what date should
reservations be made?
A. August 27
B. September 13
C. September 14
D. September 26 .
4. Visa and Master Charge are most probably names of
A. tourist agencies
B. clubs
C. credit cards
‘D. ‘newspapers
5. The title that best expresses the main idea of this passage is .
A. Free brochures
B. Tour of Pittsburgh
C. Bus Tour of Nashville
D. Travel and Tours
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