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Foreword

This %Selected Readings in American Literature” is intended for third
~year or fourth—year students of the English specialities of colleges
and universities, those who take advanced course in English in other
institutes or by self-education and those who are interested in American
literature, For the sake of the necessity and convenience of a large num-
ber of readers all the introductions to the authors and notes are writ-
ten in Chinese, In order to give a comprehensive view of American lite-~
rature, we select works by thirty —fvie important authors, who have
occupied an important position not only in the literature of English-spea-
king countries but also in world literature and whose writings in this
book,we think, are enough to provide readers with the necessary know-
ledge on American literature and help them to lay a sound foundation
for further study,

In the selection of authors and their writings, attention is paid to
different movements or trends, different kinds of writings and different
periods especially the present time, We start from Benjamin Franklin,
because in the colonial days most writings were travael accounts or sermons
which are not literature in the strict sense and most writers were immi
grants from England, Franklin was an author of the new generations
of American-born writers, After independence, American literature,
was still largely influenced dy European, especially by British literature
This is because the traditional ties in literature existed between
America and Britain, and the close connection between them ,For the
first half of the 19th century, we select fowr romantic writers; Wa-
shington Irving,William Cullen Bryant, Edgar Allen Poe and Nathaniel
Hawthorne poet Bryant, The first American took America as the setting
of his writings, while Irving followed the European romantic stories
and Poe took also Europe as the setting of his stories and as a poet
he was a precursor of modern symbolic poetry, The important novelist
Hawthorne of the period wrote about things occurred in colonial days in
most of ‘his writings For the mid 19th century, we select essays by
romanticists and transcendentalists Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry
David Thoreau, Emerson’s call for a distinctive American style,dealing

with American subjects exerted a great influence on the progress of Ameri-

— 1 —

A e P AR . i i

O B oy e e 1 A i g




can literature, Different from Hawthorne, Herman Melville, s novels
relate adventures on the sea,

While Emerson and Thoreau were still writing, new men as Walt
Whitman came to the fore, Though a romantic writer, he identified him-
self with the future, He developed a new form of poem, the free verse
and wrote about American subjects, Contrary to Whitman, Henry Wads
worth Longfellow wrote poems in traditional form, To bring out the
contrast between them we select poems by both, ,

From 1870 onwards romanticism came gradually to an end togetjher
with the tradition handed down from the colonial days. Contrary to the
romantic movement, realism originated from the West with Mark Twain
its representative, However, before the Civil War, Mrs, Harriet Bee-
cher Stowe published her famous realistic novel Uncle Tom® s Cabin” ,
which exerted a great influence to the war, Besides ber, other important
realistic novelists were William Dean Howells and Stephen Crane,
whose writings showed the tendency of critical realism and whose master
piece “The Red Badge of Courage”continued the tradition of psychologi-
cal novel in America,.

Contrary to the movement represented by Mark Twain, Emily Dickin-~
son represented another trend in American literature, the trend to ex-
plore the inner world of one’s spiritual being, cultural inheritance and
the past,

At the beginning of the century, American literature came of age,
Realism developed further to critical realism, called by many Ameri-
can critics naturalism, with Theodore Dreiser as the most prominent fi-
gure, Other important critical realistic novelists included in this book
are Jack London, Sinclair Lewis, and Sherwood Anderson, the direct
succesor of Dreiser, The movement of critical realism has continued up
to the present Together with them we choose writings of two promi-
nent poets; Robert Frost and Carl Sandburg,

Among the authors who became well-known after World war I, we
select Ernest Hemingway, the spokesman of the “Lost Generation” s Scott
Fitzgerald, who epitomized the “Roaring Twenties” s John Steinbeck,
the best of the social~protest novelists for the 30s, the decade of great
depression; and William Faulkner, the most prominent southern writer,
who wrote about the Mississippi community modeled on his own county,
Thomas Stearns Eliot, the initiator of modern English and American
poetry, who shaped the tastes and the critical vocabulary of a genera-
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tion and whose influence is still felt now in Britain and America, Eugene
O’ Neille was the first American dramatist, who not only came to
fame both in America and abroad but established American drama in
world literature,

Since the 50s, American literature has developed further and occu-
pied a prominent position among capitilist countries, Many new writers
have come to the fore, Among them are the Jewish novelists such as
Bernard Malamud and Norman Mailer, Among the black writers, Richard
Wright and James Baldwin have brought about the new upsurge of black
literature,The beat movement prevailed in the 50s, Among authors Jerome
David Salinger as its forerunner wrote the first novel about a youth who
felt dissatisfied with the bourgeois American society of his time, The
movement of black humour was a movementfr om the sixties to mid-—
seventies, whose author Joseph Heller wrote the first sarcasm against
American war machine in world war I I. Following the tradition of
Faulkner, many southern writers have made achievements with Flan-
nery O’Conner prominent among them, Arthur Miller is the most noted
postwar dramatist and the movement of the theatre of the absurd came
to America also in the 60s,

e e e e == U



- £

4.

9.

10,

Selected Readings
in American Literature
Contents

Benjamin Franklin (1706---1790)
Autobiography (Excerpt)

Washington Irving (1783---1859) ceeverncrercnmriasincsisirsanees

Sketch Book (Rip Van Winkle)

William Cullen Bryant (1794---1878) «eeerrerrrrrerrtesisnuciuorienions

Thanatopsis

The Yellow Violet

To 2 Waterfowl

Oh Fairest of the Rural Maids

Abraham Lincoln

Edgar Allen Poe (1809---1849) +-cvorerrerrarinriaiisiitiesiseiionioniniaiien

The Cask of Amontillado
Sonfiet--To Science
Israfel

To Hellen

The Raven

Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804---1864) ---ereeeereormmrarrneensriansonseenens
.The Scarlet Letter (Chapter 19)

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803---1882) .-
Self - Reliance (Excerpt)

Henry David Thoreau (1817--=1862) +rreroereesrarsunniisiiessinennnn

Civil Disobedience (Excerpt)

Herman Melville (1819---1891) «rocrevresescarnmiserorernanceacasns

Moby - Dick, Chapter 54; The Town-Ho’s Story
(As Told at the Golden Inn)

Walt Whitman (1819--=1832) tettererretaniniritantentiairanairianiaennnn.

Song of Myself (Excerpt)
Miracles

O Captain] My Captain]

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807---1882) «srsersrrnrroninsacins

A Psalm of Life
Mezzo Cammigp

-C 1)

-C 7))

€ 25)

41 )

(57)

- (65)

(78)

e (90 )

- (112)

e (125)




11,

12,

13,

14,

15,

16,

17,

18,

19,

20,

21‘

22,

23,

24,

25.

The Slave’s Dream

Mark Twain (1836—-—1910) ereerenee vt s nnanne

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Chapter 8)

Emily Dickinson (1830———1886) oo

The cricket sang
There’s a certain Slant of light
I like to see it lap the Miles

Success

Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811---1806) «rreerveevrrarrariernarnannenienss

Uncle Tom’s Cabin (Chapters 40-41)

- (131)

(146)

- (150)

William Dean Howells (1837--=1920) «++tr-vererisriuiiniiariomerinneennn (166)
Editha

Stephen Crane (1871---1900) crocrrveroecorrrintiriiorsssiosnsenaseossorsaassns (182)
The Red Badge of Courage (Chapters I -1 1)

Jack LOndOn (1876—--1916) L 3 (241)
Martin Eden (Chapter 46)

Theodore Dreiser (1871_——1945) 50 00s a0s 850 001 NP0 BES CeE 00t ses sen ey tms oo (253)
An American Tragedy (Chapter 46)

Sherwood Anderson (1876-==1941) serecrvrrvrinssrsocrctarasoorsosssrceneses (262)
Death in the Wood

Sinclair Lewis (1885--=1951) rrvvevererieertrsninnrnrenrunnnsoiernrssncesssnns ( 276 )
Babbitt (Chapter 15)

Robert Frost (1874---1963)--« eiveiiiiiiiiininnnnnnnnn. - (290)
Mending Wall

The Road Not Taken

Design

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening

Carl Sandburg (L878-==19B87) ++rereoretrrotreriorsnisersnsacienisonsons sen vrnane (293)
Washerwoman

The Harbour

I Am the People, the Mob

Eugene OINeill (1888-_-1953) R L P (299)
Strange Interlude (Act 9)

F:Scott Fitzgerald (1896---1940) « - ereeisriimiminiuiiiiiniieine e (324)
The Great Gatsby (Chapter 8)

Thomas Stearns Eliot (1888---1965) «erevrerveririeerenrrnnen. ceee (341)
The Waste Land

John Steinbeck (1902-'-1968) R R TR T T T (365)

_2 -




26,

27,

28,

29,

30,

31,

32.

33.

34,

35,

The Grapes of Wrath (Chapter 10)

Ernest Hemingway (1899-~-1061) «orrerrsrsrrrsrrarvarssresnisnisnnsniennses ( 392 )
A Farewell to Arms (Chapter 30)

William Faulkner (1897--,1962) «wrevecercmrnueenss e (407)
A Rose for Emily

Bernard Malamud (1914--- ) et s cenenee (418)
The Magic Barrel

Norman Mailer (192‘3_-_ Y e e e (480)
The Naked and the Dead (Part One Chapters 1-2)

Richard Wright ( 1908--=1960) trereerreeeerinnininenn, - C477)
Native Son (Excerpt)

James Baldwin (1924--- ) ERLETIRIIIRON + (512)
The Fire Next Time (Excerpt)

J.D Salinger (1919--- ) IETTRTS - (532)
Catcher in the Rye (Chapters 25-26)

Joseph Heller (1923--- ) e «- (557)
Catch 22 (Chapters 31, 35, 37, 40, 42)

Flannery O’Connor (1925---1964) r-rreerrrmemisneniininsninsaens seeee (592)
A Good Man 1s Hard to Find

Arthur Miller (1915--- ) - - (608)

Death of a Salesman (Act 1)



-

s ”v“

Lecture 1
Autobiography (Excerpt)
Ben jamin Franklin

I' had begun in 1733 to study languages;l soon made myself so much a
master of the French as to be able to read the books with ease, I then under
took the Italian,An acquaintance, who was also learning it, used often
to tempt me to play chess with him,Finding this took up too much of the
time I had to spare for study, I at length refused to play any more, un-
less on this condition, that the victor in every game should have a right
to impoSe a task? , either in parts of the grammar to be got by heart, or
in translations, etc, which tasks the vanquished was to perform upon
honor®, before our next meeting, As we played pretty equally, we thus
beat one another into that language*,I afterwards with a little painsta-
king, acquired as much of the Spanish as to read their books also,

I have already mentioned that I had only one year’s instruction in
a Latin school, and that when very young, after which I neglected that
language entirely, But, when I had attained an acquaintance with the
French, Italian, and Spanish, I was surprised to find, on looking over
a Latin Testament®, that I understood so much more of that language
than I had ima gined, which encouraged me to apply myself again to the
study of it, and I met with more success, as those preceding languages
had greatly smoothed my way,

From these circumstances, [ have thought that there is some incon-
sistency in our common mode of teaching languages, We are told that
it is proper to begin first with the L.atin, and, having acquired that,
it will be more easy to attain those modern languages which are derived
from ity and yet we do not begin with the Greek, in order more easily
to acquire the Latin, It is true that, if you can clamber® and get to the
top of a staircase without using the steps, you will more easily gain
them in descendings but certainly, if you begin with the lowest you will
with more ease ascend to the tops and I would therefore offer it to the
consideration of those who superintend the education of our youth,
whether,since many of those who begin with the Latin quit the same after
spending some years without having made any great proficiency’ , and
what they have learned becomes almost useless, so that their time has

been lost, it wouuld not bave been better to have begun with the French,
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proceeding to the Italian, etc,y for, though after spending the same time
they should quit the study of languages and never arrive at the Latin,
they would, however, have acquired another tonguedor two that, being in
modern use, might be serviceable to them in common life,

After ten years’ absence from Boston, ® and having become easy in
my circumstances, I made a journey thither to visit my relations, which I
could not soonmer well afford, In returning, I called at Newport to see
my brother, then settled there with his printinghouse., Our former di-
fferences were forgotten, and our meeting was very cordial and affection-
ate, He was fast declining in his health, and requested of me that, in
case of his death which he apprehended not far distant, [ would take
home his son, then but ten years of age,and bring him up to the printing
business, This I accordingly performed, sending him a few years to
school before I took him into the office, His mother carried on the busi-
nss till he was grown up, when I assisted him with an assortment of new
types, those of his father being in a manner worn ont, Thus it was that
I made my brother ample amends for the service I had deprived him of
by leaving him so early,

In 1736 I lost one of my sons'?, a fine boy of four years old,by the
smallpox, taken in the common way,I long regretted bitterly, and still
regret that I had not given it to him by inoculation,This I mention for
the sake of parents who omit that operation, on the supposition that
they should never forgive themselves if a child died under ity my exam-
ple showing that the regret may be the same either way and that, there-
fore, the safer should be chosen, -

Our club, the Junto'', was found so useful, and afforded such satisfa-
ction to the members, that several were desirous of introducing their
friends, which could not well be done without exceeding what we had set
tled as a convenient number, viz, twelve, We had from the beginning made
it a rule to keep our institution a secret,which was pretty well observeds;
the intention was to avoid applications of improper persons for adm it-
tance,some of whom,perhaps,we might find it difficult to refuse, I wasone
of tho se who were against any addition to our number,but,instead of it,
made in writing a proposal,that every member separately should endea-
vor to torm a subordinate club,with the same rules respecting queries'?,
etc,, and without informing them of the connection with the Junto,
The advantages proposed were, the improvement of so many more young

citizens by the use of our institutionsy our better acquaintance with the
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general sentiments of the inhabitants on any octasion, as the Junto mem
ber might propose what queries we should desire, and was to report to
the Junto what passed in his separate cluby the promotion of our parti-
cular interests in business by more extensive recommendation, and the
increase of our influence in public affairs, and our power of doing good
by spreading through the several clubs the sentiments of the Junto-

I began now to turn my thoughts a little to public affairs,beginning,
however, with small matters, The city watch'® was one of the first
things that I conceived to want regulation, It was managed by the con-
stables of the respective wards in turn; the constable warned a number
of housekeepers to attend him for the night, Those who chose never to
attend, paid him six shillings a year to be excused which was supposed
to be for hiring substitutes,but was, in reality, much more than was nece-
ssary for that purpose, and made the constableship a place of profity and
the constable,for a little drink,often got such ragamuffins'4 about him as
a watch that respectable housekeepers did not choose to mix with, Wal-
king the rounds, too, was often neglected, and most of the nights spent
in tippling, I thereupon wrote a paper to be read in Junto, representing
these irregularities,but insistng more particularly on the inequality of
this six-shilling tax of the constables, respecting the circumstances of
those who paid it, since a poor widow housekeeper, all whose property
to be guarded by the wateh did not perhaps exceed the value of fifty po
unds, paid as much as the wealthiest merchant, who had thousands o f
pounds’ worth of goods in his stores,

On the whole, I proposed as a more effectual watch, the hiring of pro-
per men to serve constantly in that businessjand as a more equitable way of
supporting the charge, the levying a tax that should be proportioned to
the property, This idea, being approved by the Junto, was communicated
to the other clubs, but as arising in each of thems; and though the
plan was not immediately carried into execution, yet by preparing the
minds of people for the change, it paved the way for the law obtained a
few years after, when the members of our clubs were grown into more
influence,

About this time [ wrote a paper(first to be read in Junto,but it was
afterward published) on the different accidents and carelessness by
which houses were set on fire,with cautions against them, and means pro-
posed of avoiding them, This was much spoken of as a useful piece, and

gave rise to a project, which soon followed ity of forming a company for
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the more ready extinguishing of fires, and mutual assistance in removing
and securing of goods when in danger, Associates in this scheme were pre~
sently found,amounting to thirty ,Our articles of agreement obliged every
member to keep always in good order, and fit for use, a certain number
of leather buckets, with strong bags and baskets(for packing and transpor
ting of goods) , which were to be brought to every firejand we agreed
to meet once a month to spend a social evening together, in discoursing
and communicating such ideas as occurred to us upon the subject of fires,
as might be useful in our conduct on such occasions,

The utility of this institution soon appeared, and many more desiring
to be admired than we thought convenient for one company, they were
advised to form another, which was accordingly done; and this went on,
one new company being formed after another, till they became so nu-
merous as to include most of the inhabitants who were men of property;
and now, at the time of my writing this, though upward of {ifty years
since its establishment; that which [ first formed, called the Union
Fire Company,still subSists and flourishes, the first members are all de-
ceased but myseif and one, who is older by a year than I am_ The small
fines that have been paid by members for absenc at the monthly meetings
have been applied to the purchase of fireengines, fir-hooks, and other
useful implements for each company, so that ] question whether there is
a city in the world better provided with the means of putting a stop to
beginning conflagrations; and, in fact, since these institutions, the
city has never lost by fire more than onc or two houses at a time, and
the flames have often been extinguished before the house in which they
began has been half consumed:-
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Lecture 2
Sketch Book (Rip Van Winkle)

Washington lving

( The following Tale was found among the papers ef the late Diedrich
Knickerbocker, an old gentleman of New York, who was very curious in
the Dutch history of the province,and the manners of the descendants from
its primitive settlers, His historical researches, however, did not lie so
much anong books as among men; for the former are lamentably scanty
on his favorite topics; whereas he found the old burghers, and still
more their wives,rich in £hat legendary lore,so invaluable to truc his-
tory, Whenever, therefore, he happencd upon a genuine Dutch family,
snugly shut up in its low-roofed farmhouse, under a spreading sycamore,
he looked upon it as a little clasped volume of black-letter, and studied
itb‘with the zeal of a bookworm,

' The result of all these researches was a history of the province dur-
ing.the reign of the Dutch govenors, which he published some years
since, There have been various opinions as to the literary character of
his Work, and, to tell the truth, it is not a whit better than it

's.‘ho,ulcl‘ be, Its chief merit is its scrupulous accuracy, which indeed was a

Jlittle qﬁestioned on its first appearance, but has since been completely

GStablxshed; and it is now admitted into all historical collections, as a
book of unquestlonable authority,

The old gentleman died shortly alter the publication of his work, and
noy that he is dead and gone, it cannot do much harm to his memory
to say that his t1me might have beecn much better employed in weightier
1gbors. He, however, was apt to ride his hobby his own way; and
though it did now and then kick up the dust a little in the eyes of his

vgei\g{hbors, and grieve the spirit of some friends, for whom he felt the

truest deference and affection; yet his crrors and follies are remembered
“more in s‘o’rrow than in anger?,”and it begins to be suspected, that he
never intended to injure or offend,But however his memory may be appre-
cigted’by critics, it is still held dear by many folk, whose good opinion
is well worth havings particularly by certain biscuit-bakers, who
have gone so far as to imprint his likeness on their new-year cakes,

and have thus given him a chance {or immortality, almost equal to
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