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Modern Communication and Life

Intensive Reading

Pre-reading Questions \

/. What is your atticude towards moagern Communications, Le. e rrequent
use or mobie phones, Internet etc.?

2. Do you think it possible 1or us to give Lp conventional conversation? Give

k YOUP reasons. /

For Conversation, Press 1

A funny thing happened on the way to the communications revolution: we
stopped talking to one another.

The telephone used to connect you to the absent®. Now it makes people sitting
next to you feel absent. One day I was in a car with three friends. The driver
shushed the rest of us because he could not hear the person on the other end of his
mobile phone. There we were, four friends zooming down the highway, unable to

talk to one another because of a gadget designed to make communication easier.
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Why is it that the more connected we get, the more disconnected I feel? Every
advance in communications technology is a setback to the intimacy of human
interaction. With E-mail and instant messaging over the Internet, we can now
communicate without seeing or talking to one another. With voice mail, you can

conduct entire conversations without ever reaching anyone.

As almost every conceivable contact between human beings gets automated,
the alienation index goes up. You can’t even call a person to get the phone number
of another person any more. Directory assistance is becoming increasingly
automated.®

Making a deposit at the bank? Why talk to a teller who might live in the
neighbourhood when you can just insert your card into the ATM?

Pretty soon you won’t have the burden of making eye contact at the grocery
shop. Some supermarket chains are using a self-scanner so you can check yourself
out, avoiding those check-out people who look at you and ask how you are doing®.

I am no Luddite®. 1 own a mobile phone, an ATM card, a voice mail system,
and an E-mail account. Giving them up isn’t an option — they’re great for what
they’re intended to do.  It’s their unintended consequences that make me cringe.©

More and more, 1 find myself hiding behind E-mail to do a job meant for
conversation. Or being relieved that voice mail picked up a call because I didn’t
have time to talk. The communications industry devoted to helping me keep in
touch is making me lonelier — or at least facilitating my antisocial instincts.

So I’ve put myself on technology restriction:® no instant messaging with
people who live near me, no talking on the mobile in the presence of friends, no
letting the voice mail pick up a call when I’m home.

What good is all this gee-whiz? technology if there’s no one in the room to
hear you exclaim, “Gee whiz”?
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Word Study

shush /[af/ v. tell sb. to be silent  PYIEA J51 4 7

gadget /'gedzit/n. small tool /N

intimacy* /intimasi/ n.  very close and friendly relationship 3%

interaction! /intar'ekfn/ n. the action to communicate with each other  (}§A) —i2&
15, BL& £

conceivable’ /kon'siivebl / . imaginable AB{R{EFIfY

alienation® /eiliomeifn/ n.  being unfriendly or indifferent BEiE

ATM n.  Automatic Teller Machine [ Zh7£EUK#HL

cringe /krind3 / v. move back or lower one’s body in fear {24

deposit* /di'pozit /n. sum of money put to an account at a bank  fFzX

option* /opfn/n. choice &

facilitate® /fa'siliteit/ v. make sth. easy or less difficult {13528 5 slmli/b B A

antisocial /‘enti'ssufl /a. unsociable FEAEFFH, ANE#EM

instinct' /'instinkt / n. natural inborn behavior < f%

Notes

@ the absent: RAEMA, #FHA

@ You can’t even call a person to get the phone number of another person any more.
Directory assistance is becoming increasingly automated. A8&40id 3 A ¢4 d, 152
Ay, R ERLRETOELGFANA, APMAEE D AR YO ETBENZ
S AL ARG — .

...and ask how you are doing ««+++* X4 o8 519 B

Luddite : f#&4F, XEAL L 1811 $2 1816 FREF L T AT Ajodt
MEBHA, RIGETMMAL, fFHEA,

® ...they’re great for what they’re intended to do. It’s their unintended consequences
that make me cringe. 3 FAMAREMLENAEF, 2R T Rty 2T
A1 R GRS AN L 5 R A Hrh, Tk KRB &,

So I've put myself on technology restriction. #t, KR RIFRIEH G TV A A,
gee-whiz: 1% A8, F4e)

® e

Qe
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First Reading — Reading for Gist

Read the text and do the following exercises:

I

(
(

~~ o~

I

1.
2.

. True or False

) 1. The author is an expert in Internet.

) 2. Communications revolution should take the responsibility for the loneliness
among people.

) 3. At the bank or at the grocery shop, you have to help yourself unless you know
some of the clerks or assistants.

) 4. It seems ridiculous that the advanced communications isolate the world.

) 5. Nowadays electronic voice is preferable to human contact.

. After-reading Questions

According to the passage, what is the negative impact of communications industry ?
What are the measures that the author takes to reduce the negative impact?

Second Reading — Reading for Information

Sentence Analysis

1.

There we were, four friends zooming down the highway, unable to talk to one another
because of a gadget designed to make communication easier.

BEAER) there BRI W RFR“ S RN, TR R THE SRR 3B,
FRTUE “BIXFE”. M four friends FFEfimk ML 454 (absolute construction),
EAPERERE. XMSHTRGIRESE, RFEEERRNsE. a+i8
# LV four friends , IRIBIEZNAH zooming down F1 unable to talk to.

More examples:

1) They stood in the water, their white hair blowing in the cold wind.

2) The work done, he left the workshop.

Why is it that the more connected we get, the more disconnected I feel?

HAIAERIE “ e oo ” X— &R, EERA “the +HLEZR, the +HLAR R ”
X8, WA BURENG, Rk 0. B aRMA AT K s
IREBNREMEIET .
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More examples:
1) The more learned he is, the more modest he is.
2) The sooner (you are), the better (it is).

3. As almost every conceivable contact between human beings gets automated, the
alienation index goes up.
HEA)F as 51F— N EEPRIENR), as BEH “He---e- 7, “BliF& -7 goup
B “rise”. THHEMEN “AMIZEMHREEERBAE—H".

4. More and more, I find myself hiding behind E-mail to do a job meant for conversation.
TR 0 Bl L T8 3 e 1 R4, E MG 5 AR TR TR
ﬁiﬁ‘ﬂ ¥ & meant for conversation 1E €51 ajob. MAL mean MR B L L

Working on Information — Reading for Understanding

I. Choose the word which is approximate in meaning to the italicized one.
1. There we were, four friends zooming down the highway.

a. driving slowly b. zigzagging c. moving quickly  d. bumping
2. The more connected we get, the more disconnected 1 feel.

a. denied b. isolated c. disappointed d. discouraged
3. Every advance in communications technology is a setback to the intimacy of human
interaction.
a. advance b. base c. step d. barrier
4. Or being relieved that voice mail picked up a call because I didn’t have time to talk.
a. interested b. surprised c. relaxed d. frightened

5. The communications industry devoted to helping me keep in touch is making me
lonelier — or at least facilitating my antisocial instincts.

a. devoting to b. stopping ¢. reducing d. revealing

II. Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1. When the driver asked them to keep silence, the author .
a. was puzzled b. wasused to it  c. was absent ~d. followed it

2. The reason for “Every advance in communications technology is a setback to the
intimacy of human interaction” is that

a. some governments or individuals haven’t mastered the advanced technology
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b. new technology is bound to bring about new problems
c. the advanced technology offers small chance for people to interact in physical
conversation
d. the more advanced the technology is , the more occupied people will be
3. What does the 6th paragraph imply?
a. People are afraid of the eye contact at the grocery shop.
b. It is the automation that makes people unemployed.
c. It is convenient for customers to use the self-scanner.
d. Human interaction is simplified to a great extent.
4. The author believes that .
a. people should communicate more often with their mobile phones
b. he prefers to pick up the more conventional interaction with others as much as he
could
c. itis good for him to make full use of his E-mail and voice mail
d. itis his loneliness that drives him into E-mail and voice mail
5. “Technology restriction” suggests that the author
would not use advanced devices any more
would like to change his life style in such a society
wants to show his respect and politeness to others

e o o

desires to interact with others in a physical world

Fast Reading
@ckground Information \

More and more people in the world take cell phones as necessity in therr
Nte lke 7o0d and skeep. [t is not unusual 1or you to hear the phones ring
here and there when you are /n a shopping mall, on a bus, on the way or even
at home. And you are /ndiiced more often than not by the hero (the cell
phones) of the advertisement whenever you turn on TV , read newspapers
qz’go Yo [nternet etc. However, have you ever heard another voice 1rom the

SC/entiSts while ol are [0St in the electronic one?
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Skimming and Scanning

1) Write down the time you start.
2) Write down the time you finish.
3) Work out your reading speed.
4) After you have recorded your speed, please check your answers.

Dial 9117

Just look around at any school or shopping mall and
you’ll see (and hear) one thing for sure: teens are head over
heels for cell phones. By 2004, two out of three Americans
between the ages of 10 and 19 will be mobile, say experts at
the Boston-based research firm the Yankee Group. Yet a
troubling question dogs cell phone use: do the phones
possibly cause brain cancer?

Two new studies — one funded by the cell phone
industry and the U.S. government, the other by the National
Cancer Institute — claim probably not.

The studies compared 1 251 brain cancer patients with
1 221 cancer-free people. All subjects were short-term cell
phone users who chatted less than three hours per month
and owned a cell phone for three years. Neither study
proved a conclusive link between using cell phones and
brain cancer. “But these studies don’t answer the question,
‘Is it absolutely impossible for cell phones to cause brain
cancer?’” says John Moulder, a cancer specialist at the
medical college of Wisconsin.

Yet not all scientists agree cell phones are harmless.
Previous research has shown a possible link between cell
phones and brain cancer in animals, says Louis Slesin,

head over heels: ¥
¥

subject: SZiRHE
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editor of Microwave News. “The issue is far from settled,”

he says.

Cell phones emit an invisible type of energy called
radio waves. When you speak into a digital cell phone, your
vocal vibrations are converted into digital signals (a series | vocal vibration: 7
of on-off pulses). The phone’s antenna transmits the signals | & /&3
’ ai r';a&'io waves, which bounce between radio towers and
satellites in orbit above Earth.

‘While both sending and receiving calls, your cell phone
emits a tiny amount of energy — less than one watt
(energy unit per second) — next to your head. Many
experts think radio waves are harmless, even at that close
range. Others, like Slesin, think “the jury is still out”.

(311 words)

Working on Information — Reading for Understanding

I. Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.
1. Inthe 1st paragraph, “dogs” means .
a. barks b. is loyal to c. follows d. threatens
2. According to the passage, is the use of cell phones the cause of brain cancer?
a. Absolutely not. b. Probably not.
c. Yes, it is. d. No definite answer.
3. According to the passage, which of the following statements is TRUE?

a. 1221 cancer-free people in the study will suffer from brain cancer.

b. John Moulder knows whether the cell phones would cause brain cancer.

c. Cell phone’s antenna depends on radio waves to complete its communication
function.

d. If they know the possible danger, the teens will stop using cell phones.

In the 4th paragraph, “...a possible link between cell phones and brain cancer in

animals...” suggests that .

a. not all scientists agree that cell phones are harmless

1 ewds v, LN LA
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