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Animals

Intensive Reading

Pre-reading Questions
/. What makes human bemgs drverent 1rom animais?
2. Do you think animals have a culture? 11 yes, give an example.

Do Anmimals Have a Culture?

Lately social scientists have begun to ask if culture is found just in humans, or
if some animals have a culture too. When we speak of culture, we mean a way of
life a group of people have in common. Culture includes the beliefs and attitudes
we learn. It is the patterns of behavior that help people to live together. It is also the
patterns of behavior that make one group of people different from another.

Our culture lets us make up for having lost our strength, claws, long teeth, and
other defenses.® Instead, we use tools, cooperate with one another, and
communicate in language. But these aspects of human behavior, or “culture”, can

also be found in the lives of certain animals.
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We used to think that the ability to use tools was the dividing line between
human beings and other animals. Lately, however, we have found that this is not
the case. Chimpanzees can not only use tools but actually make tools themselves.
This is a major step up from simply picking up a handy object and using it. For
example, chimps have been seen stripping the leaves and twigs off a branch, then
putting it into a termite nest. When the termites bite at the stick, the chimp removes
it and eats them off the end — not unlike our use of a fork!®

For some time we thought that although human beings learned their culture,
animals could not be taught such behavior. Or even if they could learn, they would
not teach one another in the way people do. This too has proven to be untrue. A
group of Japanese monkeys was studied at the Kyoto University Monkey Center®
in Japan. They were given sweet potatoes by scientists who wanted to attract them
to the shore of an island. One day a young female monkey began to wash her sweet
potato to get rid of the sand. This practice soon spread throughout the group. It
became learned behavior, not from humans but from other monkeys. Now almost
all monkeys who have not come into contact with this group do not.¥ Thus we
have a “cultural” among animals.

We have ruled out tool use and invention as ways of telling animal behavior
from human behavior. We have also ruled out the learning and sharing of behavior.
Yet we still have held onto the last feature — language. But even the use of
language can no longer separate human culture from animal culture. Attempts to
teach apes to speak have failed. However, this is because apes do not have the
proper vocal organs. But teaching them language has been very successful if we
are willing to accept other forms than just the spoken word. Two psychologists
trained a chimpanzee named Washoe to use standard American Sign Language.
This is the same language used by deaf people. In this language, “talk” is made
through gestures, and not by spelling out words with individual letters. By the time
she was five years old, Washoe had a vocabulary of 130 signs. Also, she could put
them together in new ways that had not been taught her originally. This means she
could create language and not just copy it. She creates her own sentences that have
real meanings. This has allowed two-way talk. It permits more than one-way
command and response.
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Of course, there are limits to the culture of animals. As far as we know, no ape
has formed social institutions such as religion, law, or economics. Also, some chips
may be able to learn sign language; but this form of language is limited in its

ability to communicate abstract ideas. Yet with a spoken language we can
communicate our entire culture to anyone else who knows that language. Perhaps
the most important thing we have learned from studies of other animals is that the
line dividing us from them is not as clear as we used to think.®

Word Study

attitude* /'=titju:d/ n.  a way of feeling, thinking or behaving S, Bk

belief* /bi'li:f/ n.  an idea which is considered true, often one which is part of a system of
ideas 15, fF{

behavior® /bi'heivio/ n. the way of behaving; manners (good orbad) 17k, #IkE, &
17

make up for FMZ, FREh

claw® /klo:/ n.  a sharp usu. curved nail on the toe of an animal or bird il S 8

defense/defence’ /di'fens/ n. means, methods, or things used in defending [HfHIGES,
ik

cooperate’ /kau'spareit/ v. to work or act together with another or others g

chimpanzee /t{impa'zii/ n. also chimp (colloquialism), a dark-haired African Ape
B

handy’ /hendi/ a. 1. not far away FiJif 2. convenient; useful FER, @R

strip’ /strip/ v. ~off to take off (coverings, clothes, parts, etc.) #|%

twig® /twig/ . a small shoot on or at the end of a branch /M, Iiks

unlike*/ An'laik/ prep. not like: different from %, APl

female® /fimeil/ a.  of the sex that gives birth to young #f () #; & (M) 1
n. afemale person or animal ME¥EENY); Z&F

contact’ /kontaekt/ n. the act or state of touching or coming together $fi

come into contact with  L5+----3:hl, HEARF]

rule out: to say that (sth. or sb.) is not under consideration as a possibility HER:7E 4}

hold onto: to keep possession of , esp. in spite of difficulties ZAEZEIME, (L&

separate ... from: to keep apart; mark a division between [X 4}

vocabulary’ /va'kebjulari/ n.  a list or collection of words @I (&)

command’ /kae'maind/ n. 1. an order #14, $§4 2. the ability to control or use 3

w, EHEEN
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economics’ /i:ka'nomiks/ n.  the scientific study of the way in which wealth is produced

and used £

Notes

@

Our culture lets us make up for having lost our strength, claws, long teeth, and other
defences. KA XALBFHEMAETHAA. AN, KRIFUBR LT #8417
B3Rk,

When the termites bite at the stick, the chimp removes it and eats them off the end
— not unlike our use of a fork! & G BURLXARMAKET, BEREIECEF, #
AR SHIEl B —— EREANN L FL R &AL HH!

the end 4% the end of the stick.

the Kyoto University Monkey Center F#FX FHTHR T

Now almost all monkeys who have not come into contact with this group do not.
AL JUF FRA AR B SR AX B R T R T8 R IX 24K (Brdesrd L ayivsk
#).

this group ¥ T this group of monkeys. do not E @ 4% 7 wash their sweet
potatoes to get rid of the sand.

Perhaps the most important thing we have learned from studies of other animals is
that the line dividing us from them is not as clear as we used to think. 4,3 & A1M
SRS W AL T TRAREZGFHAL ErALNFHMAIREFE
BB FIAAATRHEIAT .

we have learned from studies of other animals 4 5 %4\ 4], #54% the most important
thing. dividing us from them R /& 5184854 % 35, 954 the line.

First Reading — Reading for Gist

I . Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1.

The passage mainly tells us about

A. the history of animal learning

B. the difference between animals’ culture and that of human beings
C. the various aspects of animals’ culture

D. the dividing line between animals and human beings

. Which of the following is NOT true according to the passage?

A. By culture the author means something that people have in common in relation to
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their ideas, art, or their way of life.
. All animals are found to have the same culture as human beings.
C. The ability to use tools used to serve as a dividing line between human beings and

jos)

animals.
D. Many things that animals used to be considered unable to do are now proved
possible.
3. Which of the following examples tells us that the animals also have a kind of cultural
difference?
A. The study of a group of monkeys in Japan.
B. The study of a chimpanzee named Washoe.
C. The study of chimps using tools.
D. The study of termites’ behavior.
4. Which of the following is true according to paragraph 5?
A. Animals don’t have the intelligence that man has.
B. Animals can hardly express what they want.
C. Animals can only use sign language for their communication.
D. Animals can not speak the same way as man does.
5. Itis implied in the passage that
A. some animals may also have the same ability to use language as human beings
B. human beings, unlike many other animals, no longer have such features as great
strength, claws, long teeth and other defenses
C. there seems to be no difference between human beings and other animals
D. monkeys and chimps seem to have more in common with human beings than any
other animals

L. Answer the questions briefly.

1. What definition of culture does the writer give?

2. Why does the writer think animals have a culture?
3. What conclusion does the writer reach?
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Second Reading — Reading for Information

Synonym Discrimination

1. attempt, try
1) attempt ve. “RF”7, “RE7 B try IER, FERE—KME R AR EH ER,

R R R SRR A AR B H fIH.

She attempted to go on with her work in the house, but she could not. X HE /£
FEG4 TH, {2,

The wounded soldier attempted walking until he fell over. XANZ o)+ KX A
—HAT &, 1243k 7.

2) tl'y vt. & vi. “%iﬂ”’ “i&‘]i"’ “%jj”n %&%iﬁmﬁﬁ%’ %X[hﬁr Biﬂzﬂ—:\.yg

WRDhERMIER — R0, Ml —e8 S, BT &R 7L
HA.

She tried to change her way of living. Xk R ey £ % 5 K.

The doctor is going to try a new treatment for her. & & & X f —#r #1557 1k A4k
&k,

Try turning it counter clockwise and see whether it works. XA 480 0t 41 ¢ 4%
HHE, AACRTESR.

2. command, order
1) command

n. 5 order R, £ “frd”, “GM”, “1R#E", BE order EX, HREF
KEX TR TR, BERRARLRTENBM .

With a hundred men under his command, he appeared to be very confident. {&.4%
hE—FA, BRIEFAHE.

command X “HIR”, “EREEH" ZE.

Having acquired an extraordinary command of the English language, he can
translate Chinese fiction into English. 35 ¥ BAFIEF4F, se44uili5) 31,
#FERE L.

v. “ard”, “1RIE”, “Hih”.

The captain commanded his men to open fire on the enemy. LA 4+ K&
AFFK.

The pirate chief commanded that the prisoners should be shot. & % sk )L& 44
AR,
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2) order n. & v “f4&”, W, —RIEAKIEX AL, EFRZE. F%
PAIEE Rl dR
He received an imperative order from his superiors. {ed£%|%k & £ 3] #4384 14
oh,

The doctor ordered her to stay in bed and eat good meals. [E 4 £ RK4bEFKIK
&, vLAFEA
He ordered that the gate (should) be locked. & 4e (1455,

. separate, divide

1) separate vt. “4r3F7, COHE", CFIFFT. JRIBEAKL O AR AN SR GIE
R IT, FOH THBhEH .

England is separated from France by the channel. #skfe R B f xR EF 7.
Theory should by no means be separated from practice. I+ & R A iZBLE 5
.

2) divide v. “FF”, “OE7. fRIE-A AW LB AN S, tgie
PRSI TS, S R A A
The mother divided the cake among the children. 34840 & 455435 F17.

They divided themselves into small groups to carry out their tasks. 44115 A%
4R T RN E S,
The Red Sea divides Africa from Asia. 42L/gdedEMP BN HTaF 7.

. belief, faith, trust, confidence

1) belief n. “#A{E”, “fHAE", “(FW “fER7. BEEFEFWOAA RIS,
L}E{*MJX% wh }Eﬁs Ei T: /r}r‘ﬁ LN
I haven’t much belief in his honesty. & 1 K15 1F4b 6438, 52 .

He has lost his beliefin God. fusd b % & T 134%.

2) faith n. “fFAL”, “fRH7. F607 HIRARMIE I 3L AR EW B (E, AR IREE.
Friendship lasts only when it is based on good faith. KA #4ZERAE 5 A4
RRES LSP 20
They have profound faith in the power of truth. #AVEIZ AR H 5.

3) tust n. AR “EHY. $RETRIBEA N T RAT DR IERRT, (B
A child usually has perfect trust in his mother, —fRXEHEFFDIERMTE.

1 don’t place any trust in his promise. % & RARIE 4 64 /K12,

4) confidence n. “fEFE”, “f5.0”, “f5H”. FRFTHRIBHL A A KPR 43 04 2 U WY
The people give their confidence to the government. Af4Z4F5 AT,

We speak in the firm confidence that our cause is just. HKATRIZKNH B L Z
ESLH,
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Working on Information — Reading for Understanding

] . Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1. He had an excellent of Latin and Greek through self-learning.

A. order B. vocabulary C. command D. instruction
2. They to solve the problem of heavy traffic but failed.

A attempted B. tried C. endeavored D. practised

3. If you go out on such a snowy day, you’d better put on a thick coat, which is a good
against the cold.

A. cover B. hide C. prevention D. defense
4. Beak the eggs and _ the whites the yolks.

A tell...from B. separate...from

C. divide...from D. distinguish...from
5. Wecannot __the possibility of his winning the first prize.

A. rule out B. abolish C. cancel D. hold
6. He decided to those shares and sell them only when the prices are higher.

A. hold on B.goon C. hold onto D. hold up
7.Hard work canto acertainextent _ alack of intelligence.

A. getrid of B. make up for C. cooperate D. contradict
8. Two friends haven’t with each other for years.

A.communicated B. written C. associated D. heard
9. He still has great talent, but he has lost ____in himself.

A. failure B. interest C. trust D. faith
10. TItis only that he has been able to go out.

A. late B. later C. lately D. latter

I. Answer the questions briefly.

1. Can some animals also use tools, cooperate with onc another and communicate in their
own language?

2. Can we say there would be no difference between human beings and animals if
animals had vocal cords?

3. What do some animals use instead of speaking to communicate with each other?

4. Are there as many differences between animals and human beings as we used to think?



