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Unit One

1. “Why Do You Love Me?”

Holly G. Miller

Introduction

Talk radio’s quick-witted Dr. Laura took seven years to publish an an-

swer to her young son’ s question. Now her response has launched a se-
ries of best-selling children’s books.

Text

America’s top radio talk-show host, Dr. Laura Schlessinger,
admits she’s rarely at a loss for words. But when her six-year-old
son, Deryk, paused in the middle of their usual bedtime chatter! to
ask, “Why do you love me? " she was almost speechless. Where :];%?:r it
did such a question come from? She wondered. Their relationship 2. huggy /' hagi/

had always been of the “kissy, huggy’, schmoozy’” variety, and ;?ﬁ?ﬂi{;}, /' fomas

their constant conversation was jammed with her assurances that she 4/ a. RIS A/
thought he was the sweetest, smartest, most adorable® kid in the ‘;b;d :x%le&gg do:
world. At a time when most people struggle with emotional “is- 5. hem (hum) and
haw (18 “78” /) &
AIK

of his. Hemming and hawing’ for a response, she let her training | 6. therapist

as a family and child therapist® kick in, and she answered his %g"giw n. 1 K

sues” of one kind or another, insecurity should not have been one

question with one of her own.



“Why do you think I love you?” She prodded’. Now it was
Deryk’s turn to fumble® for a reply. He finally came up with a
list of his achievements. Maybe she loved him because he was a
standout at karate’? Because he picked up his toys? Because he
poured the orange juice at the breakfast table without a spill?

“That’s when it gelled' in my mind,” says Dr. Laura.
“Kids this age don’ t understand the concept of unconditional
love. They think they have to eam it. They haven’t leamed
that parents don’ t need a reason to love them. Parents love
their kid ‘just because.’”

Seven years after that pivotal'! bedtime exchange, Deryk’s
question and Dr. Laura’s revelation'? have emerged as a best-
selling children’ s book titled—what else—Why Do You Love
Me? (HarperCollins) . With help from seasoned" author Martha
Lambert and illustrator** Daniel McFeeley, the book makes the
point that unconditional love endures even when a mother is dis-
appointed with her son or when a child is angry with his parent.
The dialogue between the fictitious” “ Sammy” and his mom
leads to the conclusion that negative feelings come and go, but

1% no matter what.

love perseveres

The same colorful characters introduced in Why Do You Love
Me? carry over into the sequel”, But I Waaannt It!, which will
be at bookstores in March. Other titles for the series are in the
works, with each new book set to introduce at least one additional
character in Sammy’s world. Dad makes his debut'® in book two.
Little sister will take a bow sometime in the future.

“The cover of But I Waaannt It! shows a mom and a dad
looking frazzled" as they drive by a toy store,” explains Dr.
Laura. “Sammy is in the back seat screaming, * But I waaannt
it!’ The dilemma® is familiar—parents frequently have to deal
with children who want to suck up the universe. The idea is that
kids want everything, and they aren’t going to understand a
lecture about how they have to live within a budget. This book
will help people talk to their kids about values.”

-2 .

7. prod /prod/ v. ¥
7]

8. fumble /' fambl/
v.iEF

9. karate /ko’ ra: ti/
n. ZFiE

10. gel = jell /dzel/
v.(IEER, B %
SF)RBE, R

11. pivotal /’ pivatal/
a HEM

12. revelation /\rove

"leifon/ n.JG 7N

13. seasoned /' si:
md/ a. ZRFEN
14 . illustrator

/' ilestreito/ n. $HE
8K

15 . fictitious

/6K tifos/ a. M H
B, A8

16. persevere /po:si

'vio/ v. IR FF

17. sequel /' si: kwal/
n. £

18. debut /" debju:/
n. FIR &G

19. frazzled /' freeddd/
a. A

20. dilemma
/di'lemo/ n. FEIB
XM R



