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ABSTRACT

Tocharians is a branch of the Proto-Indo-European (PIE) people,
whose documents and remains preserved the typical linguistic and physical
characters of PIE.In the course of their frequent migration for more than
three thousands years, the Tocharian tracks with its influences left in the
areas from Southern Russian Steppe to Northern China, especially in
Bactria and Xinjiang (#7#) .We can find the name Tochari with differ-
ent forms in various ancient literatures by the Eastern and Western writ-
ers, such as Chinese. Greek, Sanskrit, Sogdianese., Tibetanese .
Khotanese . Uygurese and Persia-Arab, which refered to the Tocharians’
activities in different places during different periods.

Tocharians was a people of nomadic tribal originally, and their
homeland was in the Central and Eastern Europe. From the first half of the
third millennium B.C, they began to migrate eastward, separating from
the PIE people in North-West Group of PIE language. After going through
the Pontic Steppes and Central Asia Steppes, the Tocharians entered into
Tarim Basin between the end of the second millennium and the beginning
of the first millennium B. C.During this period, four tribal groups, in-
cluding Tocharoi, Asii, Pasiani and Sacarauli, gradually came into be-
ing.

After entering into Tarim Basin, the Tocharias group was divided
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into two branches, the North Branch and the South Branch, then they
continued to expand eastward along the northern and southern fringe of the
Taklamakan Desert.The North Branch was obstructed in Yangi (%) .
Tartifan (#:% % ) by the Mongolian people who were expanding west-
ward. They had to stop there and became the main body of Yangi
(Karashahr) . Qiuci (Kucha) people who spoke Tocharian A and Tochar-
ian B.Most of the South Branch moved to the Héxi (T[4 ) Corridor and
North China, but the rest remained in the oases between Khotan and Lop
Nor. The latter became the major residents of Jinjué (¥F 4, Niya) .
Xitoyuttn (/P%E, Andere). Qizmd (HFK, Charchan). Léulan (#%
=%, Lop Nor), who spoke Tocharian C.Some of the South Branch had
once expanded northward to Hami (P4 %, Qomul) region.

The Tocharians who arrived in Héxi Corridor and North China con-
centrated eventually to Dinhuéng (Z %8, Tochari in Chinese form) .In
the second half of the third century B.C, most of them migrated westward
to the Sacae Land (ZE#h) in Central Asia along the northemn foot of
Mt. Tianshan (X 1l], the Heaven Mountain), because of the war be-
tween Rouzhi ( H X, Asii or Indoscythian) and Wastin (5 #)) .The
others had to retreated into Mt. Qilianshan (FRZE L) valley.

After 176 B.C, the Tocharians arrived at the northern bank of Syr
Darya from Issyk Kul, then crossed over Amu Darya and intruded into
Bactria about 141 B.C.They destroyed Greek-Bactria Kingdom, and
founded a Tocharian Kingdom (KX, Tochari in another Chinese form)
in Bactria. From then on, the Bactria region also has been called
Dithudluéguogidi (#E 5 1% E #(#, the former land of Tocharian King-
dom) or Tocharistan.

The actrvites of a few Héxi Tocharians were not remarkable in this

area. After the tenth century A.D, they were mixed into Zhdngytin { fift
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7z, Cimuda), a multi-national group.The Tocharians in southern fringe
of Tarim Basin had once founded several states in the oases, which were
finally unified by Shan shan (##% ) Kingdom in 62 A.D.With the col-
lapse of Shanshan Kingdom, most of the Tocharians in Lop Nor area were
driven away and one part of them moved northward to Yiwi (%, Ha-
mi) .The Tocharians in other oases were ruled in succession by Tiydhiin
(M %% ¥, A-Zha) and Tibetan.From the tenth century A.D, the
Tocharians in the southern fringe of Tarim Basin were progressively Turk-
ized and Islamized.

The Tocharians who occupied the Bactria were mixed with the Bac-
trians rapidly and the Bactrians were also Tocharianized . From then on,
they were ruled in succession by Darouzhi (X [K). Sansanian Persi-
a. Ephthalitai and Turk.During this period, the Tocharians in Bactria
established their own Kingdoms for several times.Under the rule of the
Tocharian Yabqu regime of Western Turks, they began to be Turk-
ized. With the gradual conquering by Dashi (K€, Arab), these off-
springs of Tocharians also began to be Islamized, and they eventually fol-
lowed into the general tendency of the Turkization and Islamization in
Central Asia.

After they separated and lived in different areas in the course of their
migration from west to east or vice versa, the Tocharians distributed
mainly over the southern and northern fringe of Tarim Basin . the west end
of Héxi Corridor, as well as the Bactria in Central Asia, did not keep in
contact with each other. All of them developed independently in various
areas, absorbing the other peoples and their culture, and finally became
the different nations.In Central Asia, Tochari is a geographical name
more than a national one at last.

There are many works about the Tocharian history in Karashahr.
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Kucha, as well as their own language.Here, we could not go on our
study about it unless we get enough knowledge of the Tocharian language

in the future.
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