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t way the night before Christmas. and Winnie the Pooh’s nose was pressed tlat against a
windowpane. He was gazing out at the snowflakes hushing the Hundred-Acre Wood,

gathering cozily like bedclothes around the house where he lived.
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“I'm very glad to see you.” Pooch chuckled to the plump snowflakes drifting past. “You're
just in time for Christmas. which. it you must be in time for something, is something very nice

to be in time for!™
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Pooh turned to take a look at his house full of decorations. “Let me see, a tree, some

candles . .. He scratched his head and sighed. “There seems to be something . . . missing!”
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All at once Pooh heard a rattle of very small knocks at his front door. “Perhaps,” Pooh
smiled to himself, “that is whatever it is that’s missing!”

Pooh opened the door to find a very small snowman with a pair of very Piglet-looking

gars.
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“Oh!" remarked Pooh, who was a very surprised bear. Then he added “Hello!™ to be
polite, because one should always be polite. even to surprises.
“H-h-hello, P-Poch B-Bear,” the snowman answered in a very Piglet-sounding voice.

“M-Merry Christmas!”
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Pooch wondered whether it was more polite to invite the snowman in where it was warm
or let him stay outside where snowmen are usually more cornfortable. The snowman finally
gave Pooh a very small hint. “*May I come in?” it asked.

“Please do.,” said Pooh.

The snowman hurried inside and stood before the fireplace. “The only thing [ don’t like
about Christimas,” said the snowman, “and it’s a very small thing. is that my ears get so very

cold.”
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“I can imagine,” replied Pooh, who could not imagine a snowman’s ears being anything
but cold.
The snowman stood shivering in front of the fire and, with every tremble and quiver,

began to look less and less like a snowman and more and more like Piglet.
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