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HOW WE KEPT MOTHER’S DAY

OF all the different ideas that have been started
lately, I think that the very best is the notion of
celebrating once a year “Mother’s Day. ” I don’t
wonder that May the eleventh is becoming such a
popular date all over America and 1 am sure the
idea will spread to England too.

It is especially in a big family like ours that such
an idea takes hold. So we decided to have a special
celebration of Mother’s Day. We thought it a fine
idea. It made us all realize how much Mother had
done for us for years, and all the efforts and sacri-
fice that she had made for our sake.

So we decided that we’d make it a great day, a
holiday for all the family, and do everything we
could to make Mother happy. Father decided to
take a holiday from his office, so as to help in cele-
brating the'day, and my sister Anne and I stayed
home from college classes, and Mary and my
brother Will stayed home from High School.

It was our plan to make it a day just like 2(_r_n§_s®
or any big holiday, and so we decided to decorate
the house with flowers and with mottoes over the

mantelpieces , and all that kind of thing . We got

® =Christmas
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Mother to make mottoes and arrange the decora-
tions, because she always does it at Xmas.

The two girls thought it would be a nice thing to
dress in our very best for such a big occasion, and
so they both got new hats. Mother trimmed both
the hats, and they looked fine, and Father had
bought four-in-hand® silk ties for himself and us
boys as a souvenir of the day to remember Mother
by. We were going to get Mother a new hat too,
but it turned out that she seemed to really like her
old grey bonnet better than a new one, and both
the girls said that it was awfully becoming to her.

Well, after breakfast we had it arranged as a
surprise for Mother that we would hire a motor car
and take her for a beautiful drive away into the
country. Mother is hardly ever able to have a treat
like that, because we can only afford to keep one
maid, and so Mother is busy in the house nearly all
the time. And of course the country is so lovely
now that it would be just grand for her to have a
lovely morning, driving for miles and miles.

_ But on the very morning of the day we changed
the plan a little bit, because it occurred to Father
that a thing it would be better t0 do even than to

take Mother for a motor drive would be to take her
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fishing. Father said that as the car was hired and
paid for, we might just as well® use it for a drive
up into hills where the streams are. As Father
said, if you just go out driving without any object,
you have a sense of aimlessness, but if you are go-
ing to fish, there is a definite purpose in front of
you to heighten the enjoyment.

So we all felt that it would be nicer for Mother
to have a definite purpose; and anyway, it turned
out that Father had just got a new rod the day be-
fore, which made the idea of fishing all the more
appropriate, and he said that Mother could use it if
she wanted to; in fact, he said it was practically
for her, only Mother said she would much rather
watch him fish and not try to fish herself.

So we got everything arranged for the trip, and
we got Mother to cut up some sandwiches and
make up a sort of lunch in case we got hungry,
though of course we were to come back home again
to a big dinner in the middle of the day, just like
Xmas or New Year’s Day. Mother packed it all up
in a basket for us ready to go in the motor.

Well, when the car came to the door, it turned
out that there hardly seemed as much room in it as

we had supposed, because we hadn’t reckoned on
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Father’s fishing basket and the rods and the
lunch, and it was plain enough that we couldn’t all
get in.

Father said not to mind him, he said that he

could just as well® stay home, and that he was

sure that he could put in the time working in the
garden; he said that there was a lot of rough dirty
work that he could do, like digging a trench for the
garbage, that would save hiring 2 man, and so he
said that he’d stay home; he said that we were not
to let the fact of his not having had a real holiday
for three years stand in our way; he wanted us to
go right ahead and be happy and have a big day,
and not to mind him. He said that he could plug
away® all day, and in fact he said he’d been a fool
to think there’d be any holiday for him.

But of course we all felt that it would never do
to let Father stay home, especially as we knew he
would make trouble if he did. The two girls, Anne
and Mary, would gladly have stayed and helped
the maid get dinner, only it seemed such a pity to,
on a lovely day like this, having their new hats.
But they both said that Mother had only to say the
word, and they’d gladly stay home and work. Will
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and I would have dropped out, but unfortunately
we wouldn’t have been any use in getting the din-
ner.

So in the end it was decided that Mother would
stay home and just have a lovely restful day round
the house, and get the dinner. It turned out any-
way that Mother doesn’t care for fishing, and also
it was just a little bit cold and fresh out of doors,
though it was lovely and sunny, and Father was
rather afraid that Mother might take cold if she
came.

He said he would never forgive himself if he
dragged Mother round the country and let her take
a severe cold at a time when she might be having a
beautiful rest. He said it was our duty to try and®
let Mother get all the rest and quiet that she could,
after all that she had done for all of us, and he said
that that was principally why he had fallen in
ﬂi_th® this idea of a fishing trip, so as to give
Mother a little quiet. He said that young people
seldom realize how much quiet means to people
who are getting old. As to himself, he could still
stand the racket, but he was glad to shelter Moth-
er from it. h
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